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Dedication:
This work is dedicated to Edith Mary Bloomfield (nee Goulter) 1912 - 2015. A truly amazing lady
who spent her time researching the family tree and wrote many absolutely brilliant letters over
the years. She made it to 102 years and 8 months, a marathon.
Note 1:

Every effort has been made within this document to adhere to fair usage guidelines, to
acknowledge sources and cite references. Please contact the author at the following email
address if you have any queries regarding this.

Note 2:
This work has been written to give an overall story of the Goulter families in Gloucestershire but
the references to ‘direct ancestor’ relate to our branch of the family in Australia, that is, ancestors
of Victor Harold Goulter with emphasis on the Goulter lineage.
Victor Harold Goulter 1918-2012 / Mary Bailey 1920-2011
Arthur Leopold Goulter 1884-1972 / Janet Annie Williams 1890-1972
Alfred Goulter 1841-1912 / Ann White 1845-1919
James Goulter 1787-1857 / Mary Comely 1803-1881
John Goulter 1748-1835 / Elizabeth Roach 1749-1822
John Goulter 1717– 1784 / Susannah Draper 1719-1797
Andrew Goulter 1681- / Elizabeth Hains 1685-----------Prior to Andrew Goulter 1681, above, the following are less certain lineage
Andrew Goulter 1650 / Sarah 1650
Andrew Goulter 1629 / Unknown
William Goulter 1602 / Soundran Pikman 1603
Andrew Goulter 1574 / Unknown
Unknown Goulter / Joanna
Bush, Judith & Goulter, James (Updated Feb 2021) Goulters of the Cotswolds & Beyond, Self
published : Yarragon, Victoria, Australia.
Cover Images
1. Old Posting House Petty France : this was The Beaufort Arms inn, which was also the local
posting house and coach stop. It is has now been renamed ‘Bodkin House’, after the nearby
Bodkin Wood in Petty France, Glos. From: http://www.bodkin-house-hotel.co.uk/imports/thehistory.jpg [Accessed 3 Nov 2019].
2. All background images are documents relating to either John Goulter (1748-1835) or his son,
James Goulter (1787-1857)
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1. The Early Years
CHAPTER 1 - The Early Years
Firstly, we must acknowledge the work of Ross Goulter, Edith Bloomfield (nee
Goulter) and Leonard Goulter. These three people were early researchers of the
family and have passed on a wealth of invaluable documents and information.
Edith spent countless hours at County Record Offices and also engaged a
professional researcher. Research was very difficult in the days before the
internet but she was able to examine very early original records, some that are
still not publicly available.
On examination, her conclusions are supported by her research, much of which
can now be verified through early records that are now available at
‘Ancestry.com’. The modern Goulter families have their roots in England with
links to the early Huguenots. The founder of the Goulter family is believed and
most likely to have been a French Calvinist, possibly from Alsace Lorraine who
came to England in the mid-1500’s.
We have evidence of early Goulters in London in the 1500s and connections to
Chervild in the early 1600s. Our intention is to examine the early Goulter family
in Gloucestershire, England. We will follow successive generations until they
spread far and wide around the globe where they, in turn, forge new family
histories.
You may only be interested in a particular family line, but only by embracing the
whole family will you gain a true insight. Some families have more information
than others and our later interest is on the more recent Australian families.
There is less emphasis on New Zealand, Canada and the US branches partly
because we have less access to many overseas and more recent records. The
sources and documentation that have been used can be found on ‘Ancestry.com’
to assure longevity and you may need to expand your own families in this way.

Some Goulter Huguenots in London
The book, England’s Immigrants 1330-1550, Resident Aliens in the Late Middle
Ages, lists one Hedingo Goultyer, 29 Jan 1551, Thomas Galtier 1544/5 and
Thomas Galtyer, 1st Jul 1544. Were there family links between them and were
there others whose records were lost?
The Huguenot Society of London and the Cercle Genealoguque D’Alsace,
Strasbourg, record that one Thomas Gaultier, a Huguenot in London, was
printing books in French in 1551 and 1553. He is believed to have come to
England as a Calvinist missionary. He may have worked as a journey man in a
London printing house in the St Bartholomew’s area for three years prior to his
own imprints appearing. On 14th December the king signed ‘A licence to Thomas
Galtier of London to print in frenche all sutch bookes of the churche as shalbe set
forthe’. Sometime in the next few months a French translation of the 1552 Book
of Common Prayer duly appeared, ostensibly printed by ‘Thomas Gaultier,
Imprimeur du Roy en la langue Francoise, pour les Isles de sa Mageste’ [reprint
for the King in the French language, for the Isles of his Majesty]
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Who were the Huguenots?
Robin Gwynn in History Today gives the following excellent description
although he describes later times than that of our early Huguenot:
“Every English person has heard of the Battle of Hastings and the Norman invasion of 1066.
Far fewer are aware of a very different, later descent from France on the England of the
Tudors, Stuarts and Hanoverians, a descent which was large scale but peaceful and took place
over a long period of time under conditions clouded by uncertainty. This was no invasion, but
the irregular and uncharted arrival of Huguenots, French-speaking Calvinists. Some boats
came crammed with these new arrivals; early in October 1681 the True Protestant Mercury
reported 600 as having fled La Rochelle in four ships, for example, and particularly large
numbers came in the spring and early summer of 1687. Other craft brought odd individuals.
Sometimes families travelled as a whole, but ships could also arrive, as a 1681 newsletter
described, 'with few men in them, they sending their wives and children away first, and most
of these have run great hazards at sea...
Such a flood of these new immigrants was washed onto British shores in the 1680s that a new
word came into the English language at the time to describe them: 'rés ' or refugees. Forty or
fifty thousand crossed the Channel while Louis XIV sat on the French throne (1660-1714).
Others had come in the time of the Tudors, especially during the reigns of Edward VI and
Elizabeth. More continued to arrive during periods of persecution in the eighteenth century,
for conditions in France could lead Protestants there to martyrdom for the sake of their
beliefs as late as the 1760s.
If the Huguenots were first and foremost Protestants, they were also distinctive in their social
stratification. Most men and women in France, as in England, were directly employed in
agriculture. Yet few among the Huguenots were workers of the land. The great majority lived
in towns; they were artisans, especially weavers. Those who came to Britain included many
skilled craftsmen, silversmiths, watchmakers and the like, and professional people – clergy,
doctors, merchants soldiers, teachers. There was a small sprinkling of the lesser nobility.”

This map shows the Huguenot migration from France

Map: https://www.museeprotestant.org/en/notice/le-refuge-huguenot-en-angleterre/
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A professional researcher was engaged by Edith in England in the 1980s to assist
her to search the very early records. The researcher found a document ‘Letters
Patent of Denization’, dated 29 January 1551 for the previously mentioned
‘Hedingo Goultyer’. Written in medieval Latin, it has been professionally
transcribed. The document was three pages long but applied to a large number of
signatories at the same time (see image next page). It was a means by which an
alien, or foreigner, obtained rights otherwise normally enjoyed only by the King's
(or Queen's) subjects, including the right to hold land. The denizen was neither a
subject (with citizenship or nationality) nor an alien, but had a status akin to
permanent residency today. It was an expensive process, in Hedingo’s case, an
amount of ten shillings was paid. Denization dated back to the 13th century but
it is now an obsolete process in the United Kingdom.
I have been unable to find any further reference to anyone at all named ‘Hedingo’
or ‘Hedingo Goulter’, and it would be reasonable to speculate that he may have
changed his name. This was common ‘to fit in’ and maybe to avoid links back to
France where other family members may be persecuted. But if so, which name
did he choose?
We also have a record for a ‘Robert Gwalter’ who was buried on 5 Feb 1577/8 at
St Margaret Moses Church in Bread Street, London. Later information provides
further links to St Margaret Moses Church. So now we have the options of
Thomas, Hedingo and Robert as early original candidates.
We may never know which Goulter (of any variety of spellings) founded this
particular family in England. But we also will never know which woman made it
possible as the names of women were lost to history.

Some Background History
William Tyndale, born c1494, was the first to translate the bible into English. The
son of wealthy farmers, he attended Oxford where he met radicals and
intellectuals and came to the belief that people should be able to read the
scriptures for themselves. He made this his life’s work.
Sir John Walsh, a Protestant of Sodbury Manor in Gloucestershire, employed
Tyndale as tutor to his children but allowed him to continue working on his
translations. He later encouraged him to continue his work in London where he
came across hostilities and difficulty pursuing printing. He left for the continent
where he met up with Chaplain John Rogers who also gave him assistance.
Tyndale was under threat, betrayed and taken to France where he was martyred.
He was able to pass his work on to Rogers prior to capture and Rogers returned
to London where he became Rector of St Margaret Moses Church in London.
Rogers then had involvement with further translations and printing of Tyndale’s
work. He is known as editor of the English bible under the pseudonym ‘Thomas
Matthew’. The church was burnt down in the Great Fire of London in 1666 and
was never rebuilt. Few records remain.
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This is a photocopy of what is regarded as a beautiful document and it has the
name of Hedingo Goultyer. The writing was of exceptional quality considering its
age and was written with a goose quill pen. We can only wonder what other
beautiful records were lost. We will include it, not because we can make a definite
link to Hedingo, but because he is a likely link. There may have been other
documents like this that have been lost.

Original in Mediaeval Latin : Letters Patent of Denization [from professional researcher in UK]
Reference C66/840 RP/2085. Hedingo Goultyer is near the bottom of the list. It is
calendared in the Calendar of Patent Rolls, 1550-1553 p.p.165-166. 29 Jan 1551
Letters of Denization and Acts of Naturalisation for Aliens in England 1509-1603, Vol 8, p 109.
Published by the Huguenot Society, 1893. (Public Record Office C66/840 RP/2085)
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Goulters in ‘Chervild’ (Charfield), Gloucestershire
The following was sourced by Edith Bloomfield from the records of the old St
James Church in Charfield:
 Records showed that Tyndales had been patrons of the church. There were also memorials to

them in the church and several burials (It is now an historic Anglican church under the care of
The Churches Conservation Trust. It is recorded in the National Heritage List for England as a
designated Grade I listed building)
 Tyndale’s had also been Rectors of Charfield and other parishes in the area for generations.

(There is a large monument to William Tyndale in the Cotswold Hills at Nibley in
Gloucestershire)
 In 1577 a vacancy occurred in the Parish of Chervild (Charfield), Gloucestershire and one Evan

Powell was appointed to the position (This becomes relevant in the next entry and a later will)
 An entry in 1557 for a ‘Robert Gowlter’. He was one of three sureties for the first Tithes of the

Rectory of St James, Charfield. His address was given as St Margaret Moses, London. Robert’s
surety to Vicar Evan Powell was for £20 payable at £10 every six months. Edith states “the size
of this sum can only be realised when compared to the rate of pay of £2 per year.” (Was he the
same ‘Robert Gawlter’ as the one later buried in London in 1577? Did they have a connection?
Extremely likely). Edith explains that “Tithes were a tax of great antiquity and took the form of
one tenth of a man’s produce and estate. In those days when times were hard it was sometimes
difficult for the Vicar to obtain the dues and Sureties were required to ensure the levies were
paid to the Church”.
These records place Goulters in the Charfield region in the 1500s and links to St
Margaret Moses Church in London. Edith speculated that the Goulters may have
left London in the turbulent 1550s and settled in Charfield with others of similar
beliefs. She noted that the residences of the Tyndales and Walsh Manor were in
easy walking distance of Charfield.
It is important to understand that there are a large number of spelling variations
for the name and no one interpretation is correct (See What’s in a Name 1.14 for
some options). The Huguenots were known to be artisans and craftsmen. The
Goulters’ location in Gloucestershire would indicate that their talents may have
been utilised in the early weaving and woollen industries of the region. The old
original St James Church was built in the 15th century with money from the wool
trade. Until the middle of the 14th century almost all English wool was exported
into Flanders to be woven into cloth. Statutes by Edward III forbade its
exportation but it was soon found that the English weavers could not make
sufficient cloth for the nation.
Over successive generations and the decline of woollen industries the region
gradually moved into agriculture. We found one record that listed an early
Goulter as a ‘woolcoomber’ (sic). Another in 1697 listed an ‘overseer, clothworker’
at Kingswood. Some later baptism records were endorsed ‘Calvinists’ and later
census records confirm they had charge of farms of hundreds of acres in
Gloucestershire.
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Will of Joanna Gowlter 8th April 1597

This is an anglicised translation:
Joanna Gowlter

In the name of god, amen, the eighth day of April in the year of our lord god 1597, I , Joanna
Gowlter of the parish of Charvild & diocese of Gloucester, being sick in body but whole in
mind, praise be given to All Mighty God, do make & ordain this my last will & testament in
manner & form following. First I give & bequeath my soul to Allmighty assigning my self to be
saved by the death & passion of Jesus Christ my Saviour & Redeemer and my body to be
buried in the Churchyard of Charvild.
I do give & bequeath to Margaret Gawlter, my daughter, my great crocke, my possenet, my
skylet & my kowe (possenet=small metal cooking pot with handle and three short feet,
kowe=cow)
I give to Andrew my bed in the spence with apptennances & one sheet more (spence=a
storeroom, also used for larder or dairy)
I give to Anne Gowlter, my daughter, forty shillings & a pair of sheets
I give to Frances, twenty shillings & part of my wearing clothes
I give to Alice, twenty shillings
To Andrew, half the wood & to his wife half my woollen wearing clothes & twenty shillings
I do give the bed that I lie upon to Margaret, my daughter, with appurtenances
I do give to Andrew’s children, each of them a platter
All the rest of my goods & chattels, moveable & immoveable I give & bequeath between
Margaret & Anne, my daughters, to be equally divided between them, whom I ordain my
Executors to execute and fulfil this my last will and testament.
Continued
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Cont.
Overseer, John Longe, Witnesses: Evan Powell, John Longe & William Harnes
Debts owed to goodwife Gowlter
Cited earlier as Vicar of St James in 1577
Of William Harmes 20 shillings
when Robert Gowlter paid his Tithe.
Of Richard Sandes 20 shillings
Of William Hyries 3 pound
Of James Jonnez 20 shillings
Of Sibell Smyth 40 shillings
Gloucestershire, Eng. Wills & Inventories, 1541-1858. Consistory Court of Gloucester, Charfield. Will No
137 Ref Code: 214901.

Will of Joanna ‘Gowlter’
Our first item of interest in the region is the will of one ‘Joanna Gowlter’ written
on 8 Apr 1597 at Charfield (Chervild), Glos. Little else is known but she names
her (surviving) children and the will was witnessed by the above mentioned Vicar
of St James, Evan Powell ( b? d1610). We assume Joanna was now a widow and
the family must have well off to have had a will in these early times. Who was her
husband? It is possible he was the earlier mentioned Robert who was paying
Tithes to the church?
In the will there is mention of her grandchildren—Andrew’s children. Edith
sourced original records of baptisms for children with these names from 1570 so
we can assume Joanna was of child bearing age at that time. If she was born
c1550 she would have been forty seven years old when she wrote this will. We
don’t know when she died but she mentions she is ill.
There are substantial amounts of money owed to her by five named people. The
amounts she wills her children are also substantial. At that time, a couple of
chickens were worth about 8 pence and a couple of rabbits about 10 pence, so
twenty shillings was a lot of money.
Later, between 1650 and 1670 many records were lost due to the Civil War but
we are very lucky to have as many details of birth, baptisms and marriages that
we do have, thanks to Edith Bloomfield. So even if we can’t be sure of Robert &
Joanna we can build a tree that links from the present back to these early times.
From the will, her named surviving children were:
1. Margaret : married Anthony Badmanton 18 Sep 1597 at Charfield
2. Andrew (direct ancestor, 2nd gen), wife unknown
3. Anne
4. Frances
5. Alice (married John Ruggell/ Ruston? 1st Jan 1590
Of these five children we can glean that Andrew was probably the only one with
children at the time Joanna made her will. It is unfortunate that she neglects to
name Andrew’s wife as we haven’t found a marriage record.
These are all shown on Chart 1, over the page.
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So this is the likely pedigree of known records that could be connected so far:

CHART 1
1500s-1600s

(Unknown) GOULTER Gen 1

(Possibly Robert)

Married Joanna of Charfield, Gloucestershire, England c1570

(listed in order as mentioned in Joanna Gowlter’s will) :

1. Margaret
1577
m Anthony
Badmanton
18 Sep 1597
Charfield, Glos.

1. Thomas
1599
See Chart 1a
p.20

2. Andrew Gen 2
c1574
Wife unknown

2. Michael
1599-1675
m 16 Oct 1625
Deborah TIPPATT
Winterbourne Glos

1. William 1629

3. Anne 1570

4. Francis 1572
No further
records

3. Richard 1601
m Joanne BRITTANE
4 Apr 1624
Berrington, Shrewsbury, Shrop.

2. Andrew Gen 4
bap 20 Sep 1629
Kingswood, Glos.
m 1650 (Unknown)

3. Elizabeth
bap 29 Apr 1632
bur 1638
Downton, Wilt.

4. William 1602-1650 Gen 3
m Soundran PIKMAN
30 Dec 1628 Kingswood
Glos. (image over page)

4. Son
name
unknown
bap 24 Jul
1635

2. Ann 1650
m John SALMAN
1676, Charfield Glos.

1. Andrew 1650 Gen 5
m Sarah (Unknown)
c1670

5. Alice 1570
m John R—ton?
12 Jan 1590

5. Thomas
1637
bap 5 Jun
1637

Glos. Eng. C of E Marr. 1538-1813,
Charfield

All baptised at Kingswood, Glos.
1. Joane
bap. 23
Apr 1671
Kingswood
m 16 Mar
1688
Cornelius
KETHRO
Kingswood

2. William
bap 1 Sep
1677
m 15 Sep
1705
Mary CHILD
Kingswood
3 known
children

3. John
bap 16 Feb
1678
d 9 Jun
1679
Kingswood,
Glos.
(Records on

4. Andrew Gen 6
bap 4 Apr 1681
m 26 Mar 1705
Kingswood, Glos
Elizabeth HAINS
Cont on Chart 2

5. Mary
bap 24 Dec
1682
bur 20 Apr
1685
Kingswood,
Glos.

6. John
bap 4 May
1688
d 19 Jul
1698
Kingswood,
Glos.

7. Ann
bap 1
May
1692
Kingswood

(Bur record
on “Ancestry”

“Ancestry”)

We have more confidence and documentation from this time on. Edith Bloomfield, nee Goulter,
descendant of Joseph Goulter (1847) & Ruth Tanner [Rode family Chart 1a] researched and
transcribed these early baptism & marriage records for Kingswood at the County Record Office.
The images on the right are more recently acquired through ‘Ancestry.com’.
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Documents Relating to CHART 1
Marriage Record of William 1602 Gen 3 & Soundran PIKMAN

Enlarged below

Timeline Summary:
1st Unknown Goulter
2nd Andrew c1574
3rd William c1602
4th Andrew c1629
5th Andrew c1650
6th Andrew c1681

Reigns of Kings:
Henry VIII 1509-1547
Edward VI 1547-1553
Mary I
1553-1558
Elizabeth I 1558-1603
James I
1603-1625
Charles I
1625-1649

Will. Goultor ‘take to wife’ Soundran Pikman 30th of December 1628

Gloucestershire, England, Church of England Marriages, 1538-1813, Kingswood, near Wotton under Edge [1598-1708]

Baptism of Andrew Goulter, 1681 Gen 6
“A copy of names of all those that were baptised, married and buried this present year of 1681
Baptism: April 4 was Andrew, son of Andrew Gualter” [Kingswood]

Marriage of Andrew Goulter Gen 6 & Elizabeth Hains, 1705 Kingswood, Wotton Under Edge
“A copy of the names of all those that were baptised, married and buried in the parish of
Kingswood this present year 1705”
“Weddings 1705 : March 26 was Andrew Goulter & Elizabeth Hains married”
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TIMELINE
Generation 1: For the purposes of this we will assume Joanna Gowlter & an
unknown, possibly Robert, Gowlter are Generation 1.
Generation 2: Andrew c1574 & Unknown : Four children: Thomas, Michael,
Richard and William 1602. We can trace the first child, Thomas, through to the
1800s (but this won’t be included here); Michael died 1675 - nothing else known;
Richard married Joanne BRITTANE 1624 but nothing else is known. This leaves
William.
Generation 3 : William 1602. Married Sondracae/Soundran PIKMAN at
Kingswood Glos. on 30 Dec 1628. (Chart 1)
We have baptism records for four of their five known children at Kingswood Glos.
between 1629 & 1637: William 1629, Andrew 1629, Elizabeth 1632, Unknown
1635, Thomas 1637. Most of these details were sourced by Edith Bloomfield from
the early records at Gloucestershire County Archives in 1983. Some of these
images are now available on ‘Ancestry.com’.
Generation 4: Andrew c1629. Wife unknown but we know of at least two
children, Andrew c1650 and Ann 1650.
Generation 5 : Andrew c1650, married Sarah (unknown) c1670 and they had
seven known children as listed on the chart over the page. All seven were
baptised and married at Kingswood. Once again we follow their son, Andrew
1681.
Generation 6 : Andrew 1681, baptised 16 April 1681 at Kingswood.
Married Elizabeth HAINS 26 Mar 1705, Kingswood.
This moves us forward to the 1700s on Chart 2.

What’s in a name? Goultyer, Gowlter, Gaulter, Gualter, Gualtier, Gautier, Golter etc.
Just to name a few. The most common usage of the name in the Gloucestershire region in
later years became Goulter, but there were still many other interpretations. We need to
remember that the spelling is not important. Few were educated enough to read and write
and therefore names were often written as they sounded.
Other names of interest are on the maternal side and are just as important as the paternal
name. Of most relevance to our branch of the family are Pikman & Hains 1600s, Draper &
Roach 1700s, and Allen & Comely 1800s. The families have connections not only in
Wiltshire and Gloucestershire but also in the large nearby centres of Bristol and Bath.
Bristol, in particular had strong links.
Many baptisms, weddings and funerals took place in the Cotswolds, beginning very early in
Charfield, then Kingswood and flowing on to Great Badminton, Badminton, Hawkesbury,
Petty France, Acton Turville and Littleton Drew and Nettleton. Netheravon in nearby
Wiltshire is also prominent. To this day there is a Goulter Street in Bristol , a Goulter’s Mill &
Farm near Littleton Drew and Goulters Gorse near Acton Turville. These have direct
connections to the family and we will look at each of them later.
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EARLY 1700s
CHART 2
1700s

Children of Andrew 1681 (Gen 6) Goulter & Elizabeth Hains

(The calendar year at the time ran from 1 Apr to 30 Mar, so
the records can be confusing as to the correct year.)

All Kingswood, Wotton under Edge, Glos.

1. William
bap 26
Jan 1706
bur 22
Jan 1709

2. Sarah
bap 9 Jan
1708
d 29 Jul
1709

We are confident from this
point as we have more
detailed documentation,
much of it with primary
records on “Ancestry.com”

1. John Gen 8 (Senior)
bap 2 Jul 1748
Netheravon, Wilts.
d 1836 Chipping
Sodbury, Glos.
m 5 Feb 1776, Great
Badminton, Glos.
Elizabeth ROACH
bap 25 Feb 1749
Great Badminton,
Glos.
d 1822
Petty France, Glos.

3. William
bap 4 Oct 1710
m 22 Jun 1735
Mary FIDO, Little
Sodbury
bur 30 Jan 1753
Great Badminton,
Glos.

4. Andrew
bap 28
Feb 1714

Susannah DRAPER
bap 1 May 1719
Netheravon, Wilts.
Death unknown

Married
14 Feb 1747
Urchfront,
Wiltshire

2. William
bap 6 Jun
1750
Netheravon
Wilts.
Nothing
more
known

3. James
bap 15 Oct
1755 Wilts.
bur 17 Dec
1756
Netheravon
Wilts.

Their children are
continued on Chart 3
in Chapter 3 - 3.1
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5.

6. James
bap 17
Apr 1720
Bur 26
Feb 1821

7. Elizabeth
bap 31 Dec
1721

5. John Gen 7
bap 29 Jul 1717 Kingswood (near
Wotton under Edge, Glos.
d 1784

6. Andrew
bap 28 Aug
1762
Netheravon,
Wilts.
m 12 Aug
1792
Jemima
COLLER
(1769-1836)
Netheravon,
Wilts.
Moved to
Carshalton,
Joseph’s family is Sutton, Sth of
continued on
London.
3 known chilCHART 2a
dren.
Rode Branch
One died at
24yrs.

4. James
bap 12 Nov
1758
Netheravon
Wilts.
Nothing
more
known

5. Joseph
c1760
d 1837
m Ruth
TANNER
5 Jun 1781
North
Bradley,
Wilts.
Moved to
Rode/Road
Som

Goulters of the Cotswolds & Beyond
RODE/ROAD Branch of the family (connected to Edith Bloomfield, nee Goulter

CHART 2a
Cont. from
CHART 2, p.1.16
1st Marriage:
5 children
1. William
bap 5 Oct 1783
d 1876
bur 12 Feb 1876
All Saints,
Kingston on
Thames
Shoemaker
m 1837
Sarah DAY
Kingston Surrey
At least 4
children

Joseph Goulter b c1760 Rode/Road, Somerset
m1 5 Jun 1781 Ruth TANNER (1775-1794?)
North Bradley, Wilts.
bur 19 Apr 1837 Road, Somerset

2. John
bap 14 Aug 1785
d 3 Apr 1869
bur Road, Som.
Baptist
Shoemaker
m 12 Sep 1808
Diana/Dinah
STATFORD
(1787-1862)
Wiltshire
At least 5
children

3. James
bap 8 Jun
1788 Road

4. Thomas
bap 8 May
1791 Road

6. Hester
bap 20 Dec 1795
Road Som.
m 25 Dec 1815
Thomas Ball
SILCOCKS (1st m)
(1797-1886)
Engineer 1 child

m2 Mary EDWARDS
26 Dec 1794 Road, Som.
2nd Marriage: 3 children
5. Mary
bap 16 Jan
1794 Road

7. Thomas
bap 26
Sep 1798
d 1823
Road

8. Benjamin
bap 13 Oct 1805
d 1867 Bath Som.
Wheelwright/Porter
m 1 Jan 1829
Elizabeth CHIVERS
Lived Bath
6 children

All born Road, Som.

1. James
b 16 Oct 1811
bap 14 Sep 1812
d 13 Sep 1846 (?)
Shoemaker
m 28 Mar 1835
Harriet BARBER
(1813-1878)
Road, Som
4 children

2. Henry
b Abt 1814
Shoemaker
d 6 Feb
1898 Frome
Never
married

3. Anne ”Fairy”
bap 18 Aug 1816
m 4 Mar 1839
d Jul 1892
Road, Som
Henry MOORE
(1815-1897)
Blacksmith
6 known children

4. John
bap 25 Jul 1819
bur 17 Dec 1891
d Frome, Union
Workhouse
Poultry Dealer
m 30 Apr 1857
Elizabeth BAILEY
(1828-1868)

5. Charles
b 1825
d 28 Mar 1895
Rode, Som
Shoemaker
m 19 Apr 1849
Ann Sarah
STEPHENS
(1826-1914)

No known children

9 known children

All born in the Road/Rode, North Bradley area of Frome
1. Sarah
bap 21 Jun
1835
Death
unknown
m 1868 Bath
(his 2nd marr)
Thomas
Charles
MORRIS
(1833-1895)
Carpenter
Lived Bath
5 children

2. Dianna/
Dinah Eliz.
b 21 Dec 1839
bap 6 Aug
1854 @ 14yrs
d 1871
London
m 28 Jul 1858
Thomas
TOWSEY
Waiter/Inn
Keeper
Lived London
3 children

3. James Henry
bap 1840
d 24 Mar 1923
Road
Baker/Grocer
m 14 Mar 1871
Sarah Ann
GUMM (18431938)
4 daughters

4. John
b 1842
d 1919 Frome
Bronze statue
fitter (art
metal works)
m 1867 Frome,
Zilla FREEMAN
(1843-1915)
13 children.
9 alive in 1939

5. Daniel
b 1st Qtr
1846
d Aug 1912
bur Frome
Coachman/
Grocer
m 1868
Cecilia
MORRIS
(1845-1909)
Frome, Som.

John’s son, Percy Charles 1877, worked
for Singer & Co, Frome for 6 years from
1894. See over the page.

6. Joseph’s family is continued on CHART 2b
1.16

6. Joseph
b 1847
d 1906
Gloucester
Engine
Driver/
Machinist
m 30 Nov
1873
Sarah
CHIVERS
(1851- ?)
Cheltenham
6 children

1. The Early Years

CHART 2b cont.

Child 6 on Chart 2a: Joseph b 1847 Road d 1st Qtr 1906 Gloucester
Engine Driver/Machinist
m Sarah CHIVERS (1851- ?) 30 Nov 1873, Cheltenham

1. Walter
Frederick
Chivers
b 2 Apr 1874
Gloucester
d 1 Jan 1962
Gloucester
Engineer
m 31 Mar 1902
Gloucester
Agnes Mary
CRESSWELL
(1876-1948)
Children:
1. Leonard
George
1904-1997
2. Aleck
Cresswell 1908
3. Edith Mary
1912-2015
(m John Baker
BLOOMFIELD
1913-2002)

2. Albert William
b c 1878
Gloucester
bap 3 Mar 1878
d 23 Dec 1961
Engineers,
aeroplanes
Bishopton, Bristol
m1 17 Jun 1906
Bristol
Lilian Mary
WEEKS
(1881-1913)
m2 1937
Elsie Marian
HALE
(1891-1974)
No children

3. Ernest
Joseph
b 2 Sep 1879
bap 12 Aug
1880 St Luke’s
Gloucester
d 1940 London
UK
Mechanic/
Engineer
m 2nd Qtr 1908
Bath
Mabel Annie
BEWLEY(18771969 London)
Known children:
1. Reginald Lionel
Joseph 19082003
2. Violet Irene
Mabel 1910
3. Herbert Ernest
Ectore 1912
4. Gwendoline
I.M., 1913

4. Florence Ada
Louisa
b 23 Jul 1881
Gloucester
bap 24 Oct 1883
d 1974 Mendip,
Som.
m 26 Dec 1905
Gloucester
Arthur William
Wilson DRAPER
(1881-1958)
Manager
Provisions Shop
1 known child:
Norman Arthur
Wilson DRAPER
(1910-1981)
m 1936 Swindon
Wilts.
Kathleen Patricia
CLARKE

5. Percy
Reginald
b 3 Sep 1884
Gloucester
d 20 Nov 1970
Gloucester
Carpenter
m 1905 Glos.
Mabel
PURVEUR
(1886-1945)
Children:
1. Mabel Evelyn
1905-1978
Never married
2. Ivor Granville
1914-2002
Never married

A Note on Charts: ‘Ancestry.com’ has been invaluable in checking many of the earlier
transcriptions and indexing against the original images. Early dates were sometimes interpreted
incorrectly due the use of a different calendar system where the year began on 1 Apr and ended
on 31 March.
A certain amount of assumption has also had to be made trying to connect names and dates and
many records are missing or have so little detail that connections can’t be made. When a burial
record simply has “Burial, Mary, dau of Andrew, 24 Jul 1691, Kingswood” you can see the
dilemma. Therefore the early parts of the ancestry may not be correct but it is the best we can
do with what is available.
We have concentrated on the Kingswood region of Gloucester in the early years. However,
‘Ancestry.com’ searches continually shows early records from further afield in Lancashire,
Somerset and London. One London entry that caught my eye was the marriage of a Goulter and
an ‘Allin’. These families had strong connections in Gloucestershire.
Edith Bloomfield also engaged a professional researcher, Geoffrey T. Roberts, of Bristol, for some
of the early records as well as French and Latin interpreters. She tells us that the early Charfield
records ‘were in a lovely leather bound book and in impeccable condition’ whereas the Kingswood
records were in a very poor state. The ‘writing was minute completely covering every particle of
paper’. There is so much more information readily available to us now.
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Where the early Goulter families lived:
Before we investigate their lives further we will
look at the area in Gloucestershire where they
lived. They were centred in the very pretty
Cotswolds region in South West England. The
county comprises part of the Cotswold Hills, part
of the flat fertile valley of the River Severn, and the
entire Forest of Dean. The county town is the city
of Gloucester, and other principal towns include
Cheltenham, Stroud, Tewkesbury, Chipping
Sodbury, Cirencester and Dursley.

The Goulters were mostly in the lower in the hundred of Grumbolds Ash, which
is not quite as picturesque as some the villages in the north. The villages where
they lived were all reasonably close to one another and there was a lot of
movement within the region, more so with the later generations.
Charfield: Or ‘Chervild’ is the earliest area of Goulter interest. It is a village and
civil parish just outside the western edge of the Cotswolds in Gloucestershire,
England, not far from Wotton-Under-Edge and near the Little Avon River.
Charfield and Kingswood (upper) were very close together. Chippenham in the
south is about 68 kilometres from Gloucester. [https://www.streetmap.co.uk]

GLOUCESTER

Wotton under Edge

Charfield
Kingswood

Hawkesbury
Petty France

Badminton
Acton Turville

Littleton Drew
Castle Combe

Chippenham

BRISTOL

Netheravon
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St James, Charfield

1

2.

A 13th century stone church in the small Cotswold village of Charfield. It is a pretty, light filled
medieval church of mellow Cotswold stone that stands on a steep hillside, overlooking a valley
towards the Cotswold escarpment. Its original structure was substantially rebuilt in the fifteenth
century, paid for by the wealth created from the woollen cloth trade. However, St James' lost its wool
-working congregation from the eighteenth century when the industry shifted to the valley and the
church became isolated and escaped later restoration. As a result, it escaped Georgian and Victorian
restoration, leaving it essentially unchanged since the 15th century. The north door is 14th century
and is one of the oldest features of the church. There are several monuments dating to the 17th
century, including several members of the Tyndale family (who had connections to the early printing
of the bible) and were former rectors of the parish. There is also a very interesting grave slab to
William Roach (d. 1732) in the centre of the aisle. The inscription informs us that he was 'a kind
Husband, a tender Parent, a good Master, and a faithful Friend'. The church has not been used since
its closure in 1882 and it is now in the hands of the Churches Conservation Trust. It is the only church
that would have been in existence when the early Goulters’ were there. The Parish registers date
from 1587.
1.Photo © Philip Halling (cc-by-sa/2.0) 2.By Sharon Loxton, CC BY-SA 2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/

Kingswood:
We have numerous marriage and baptism records here in the 1600s. It was once
known as the King’s Wood. The wood disappeared and there are now two
Kingswoods – Kingswood, Wotton-Under-Edge – which was once at one end of the
wood and Kingswood, Bristol, at the other end. It is the first that is of most
interest. Between 1600 & 1700 there was a flourishing cloth industry. It is a mile
to the south west of Wotton-Under-Edge, and straddles the Little Avon. From the
Kingswood Congregational Church early records we know there has been a
fellowship of Protestant Dissenters in Kingswood since the 1650s. It is unlikely
there was a formal Meeting House in the early days. Opposition from the High
Church Party in the village made nonconformity a struggle in the 1700s, and by
1800 the congregation and membership was very small.1
Kingswood Abbey was a Cisterian abbey that was demolished during the
Dissolution of the Monasteries, and all that remains is the gatehouse, a Grade 1
listed building. There is speculation that it was a refuge in early times. Through
the gatehouse arch are a few houses and the small village primary school of
Kingswood.
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Kingswood, Wotton-Under-Edge:
Andrew & Elizabeth Hains were married and had all of their children here. The
"Edge" refers to the limestone escarpment of the Cotswold Edge which includes
the hills of Wotton Hill and Tor Hill that flank the town. The small market town
of Wotton-Under-Edge is tucked under the edge of the high western Cotswold
escarpment with Nibley Hill towering above it.
Nibley Hill (crowned by the William Tyndale monument) provides spectacular
views across the Severn valley and nearby is the steep-sided valley of Ozleworth
Bottom. Unlike many Cotswolds country towns in which the parish church,
market place and principal buildings lie close to one another, Wotton-UnderEdge has no recognised centre point. Its church and the Chipping, or old market
place, are nearly half a mile apart and separated by the busy Long Street and
High Street. Of the three Alm houses in the village, one is particularly notable.
The building has six gables facing the street and a central domed wooden cupola.
A flat-arched passageway leads into a courtyard in which is situated a beautiful,
tiny 17th century chapel. The Dawes hospital of 1720 completes the rectangle on
the east side. Visitors are welcome to enter this quiet enclosure, which "seems
like an Oxford college in miniature”2

Coats of Arms & Family Crests
It has been speculated that Goulter is linked to “the Ancient Family of Gaultier,
Lords of Montgaulthier, of Chiffreville of Carnemom of Saint Lambert of the Salvins,
Normandy etc.” If you look into this a little further it just becomes more confusing
as you find ‘Gaultier de Chiffreville’ and ‘Gaultier de Mongaultier’. The truth is we
may never know. Apart from a possible connection to Normandy, we will leave this
here.
One of the first things a lot of genealogists want is their family crest or coat of
arms. It is a mistaken belief that every family has one of these somewhere in their
ancient history. Having a coat of arms or family crest is much rarer than you might
imagine. Having the hereditary right to use it is even rarer. While there are many
companies out there that are willing to sell you all kinds of merchandise with your
supposed “family crest” on it, the vast majority of these companies are not
engaged in legitimate genealogical research. The coat of arms or crest you get may
or may not belong to your family (and it might be made up completely by the
company selling it to you), or you may not have the hereditary right to use it. They
are very much over-rated.
https://ancestralfindings.com/real-truth-behind-coats-arms-family-crests/
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More About the Rode Branch of the Family (Chart 2b)
Rode (which was formerly known as ‘Road’ 3 , so either is
correct depending on the date) is a village in the ceremonial
county of Somerset 8 kilometres northeast of Frome and
southwest of Trowbridge. The village itself is in the historic
County of Wiltshire. The small settlement of Rode Hill,
northeast of Rode village, is now a part of it. The family
were Baptists and the Chapel at Rode was founded in
1786. Not far away from it is the shop which we believe the
Goulter’s kept, although we are not sure what type of shop.
Was this a shoemaker shop? In 1983 it was a supermarket.

Rode Chapel

[Images: https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Community/Rode-Chapel1066244776729612/ ]

We have the following from one of Edith Bloomfiled’s letters in 1983:
“A member of the family worked at the Forge of J. W. Singer of Frome. The forge cast the
lions at the foot of Nelson’s column in Trafalgar Square, London.”
What we have found is that the family were predominantly boot and shoemakers
as can be seen on CHART 2a. However, John 1842 and his son, Percy Charles
1877, were both employed as specialised metal workers of bronze statuary. It is
Percy where we find a confirmation record of his employment with J. W. Singer.
In 1900, when he was twenty two, his enlistment application for the Imperial
Yeomanry states his trade as “Art metal worker” who was employed by Singer &
Son for six years –1894 to 1900. It is probable his father also worked there as
they had begun operation in 1848. They moved to Waterloo in Frome in 1866
(between Cork St & West End).
There is dispute over the Lions in Trafalgar Square. They may have cast two of
them which were installed in 1868 but no one seems to be sure. They did,
however, cast the magnificent statue of Queen Boadicea on Westminster Bridge.4
The statue was made over a long period from 1856-85, and cast from 1897. It
wasn’t erected in its current position until 1902.
In regards to early Goutlers:
From another letter in 1974 (Edith Bloomfield):
“...the Huguenots settled in Bristol and set up a mill. They built a mill, a church and were very
progressive for their time, building houses for their workpeople—calling it Goulter Street”.
She did not source this comment. She also enclosed a newspaper clipping of an
article by J A Webber from the Bristol Evening Post, “Future of 122 year old
factory in doubt”, dated 5 Jan 1959.
There are a number of issues to be dealt with here as there appears to be a
mixture of truth and anomalies. The early Huguenot families may have had some
involvement with the earlier, small, woollen or silk industries, but this article is
about a very large cotton mill at a much later date. Following is the history of the
Great Western Cotton Mill that did have Goulter involvement at a later date.
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The Great Western Cotton Mill 5
The mill was established initially by a group of ten influential citizens in Bristol
which then merged into a joint stock venture. Land was bought at Barton Hill 6
and a foundation stone laid in 1837. The impressive building with its imposing
entrance gates was finished a year later. At its height, the large room contained
800 looms which worked about 100,000 spindles. The spinning mill had 300
windows. The mill closed in 1925 and was eventually demolished and the Barton
Hill Trading Estate was established on the site.
It is also speculated that with the abolition of slavery in the 19th century the
government paid out huge sums of money as compensation to those involved. So
in 1837 there may have been Bristol businessmen with money waiting to be
invested in new ventures. The syndicate that was set up to bring cotton mills to
Bristol included many investors in the Great Western Railway, and so was born
the Great Western Cotton Factory. They also bought mill workers from the north
to work in the mill.
Barton Hill expanded rapidly, with rows of jerry-built workers cottages springing
up. A report on the housing in the area 12 years later described them as ‘very
bad, with no back windows’. They became known locally as ‘mud huts’ and it was
not until 1938 that the remnants of these ‘mud huts’ were compulsorily
purchased and demolished. Disease lurked among the densely populated rows of
housing and there was a particularly bad outbreak of cholera in 1849 when many
mill workers died.
We know that Goulter’s had some involvement with the mill but we still don’t
know who or when. Edith Bloomfield believed that the land for the building was
sold by Arthur William Witchell Goulter (1841-1914) and that her Rode branch of
the family had a financial interest. However, Arthur W W Goulter was not born
until 1841 so it may have actually have been his father, Thomas Morse Goulter
(1810-1893). He was a thirty year old Customs Officer in Bristol in 1841. So the
right time frame and location.
The Australian branch of the Goulter’s in 1911 provides a link which will be
discussed in Chapter 7 (see Arthur Leopold & Links to Cotton). We don’t know
what part they played in the formation of the mill. Did they simply own the land
where the mill was built? Did they build housing for the workers? Why was
Goulter Street so named?
“Cottages were built in Barton Hill to house many of the workers, some surviving to this day.
6
However, a lot were demolished in the 1950s, when the area was redeveloped”
There has to be a connection somewhere with the naming of Goulter Street but it
may be with an entirely different branch of the family. Regardless, it was a most
impressive building.
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Great Western Cotton Mill, Bristol

Samuel Loxton
1840

Samuel Loxton
1950s
Samuel Loxton: British Radical Society : https://www.brh.org.uk/site/articles/great-western-cotton-worksbarton-hill/ [Accessed Aug 2020]

Great Western Cotton Mill (GWCM) 1950s: https://www.flickr.com/photos/ brizzlebornandbred/8628311988
[Accessed Aug 2020]
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Goulter Street, Bristol UK
Goulter Street

Images: Google Maps, Google Streetview
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CHAPTER 2 - John GOULTER & Elizabeth ROACH
8th Generation: John Goulter, & Elizabeth Roach
1748-1835
Badminton & Petty France, Glos. UK
Groomsman, Butler, Yeoman Farmer, Inn Holder &
Postmaster, Mill Owner
John Goulter Senior was born c1748 in Gloucestershire and
was baptised at Netheravon, Wiltshire on 2 Jul 1748. There
were three generations of ‘John’ but it is this John who is
referred to as ‘John Snr’ in many documents. This is due to
both him and his son living in the same place ie. Petty
France, Glos.

Baptism Record for John
2 Jul 1748:
Glos., Eng., Church of England
Baptisms 1538-1812
Netheravon Parish Registers
1740-1795

Baptism Record for Elizabeth
25 Feb 1749:
Glos., Eng., Church of England Baptisms 1538-1813
Great Badminton Parish Registers

2.1

1. John Gen 8 (Snr)
bap 2 Jul 1748
Netheravon, Wilts.
d Dec 1835
bur Hawkesbury Glos.
m 5 Feb 1776, Great
Badminton, Glos.
Elizabeth ROACH
b c1749 Glos.
bap 25 Feb 1749
Great Badminton, Gl.
d 1822 Petty France
b Hawkesbury Glos.
4 children

Goulters of the Cotswolds & Beyond
There is little information on the entry for their marriage record but their
marriage banns and marriage bond documents provide further information.
John is described as a yeoman, a bachelor of twenty six years. Elizabeth is a
twenty three year old spinster and they both live in Great Badminton. Both must
have had a good level of education based on their well written signatures.
Marriage Record 1
8th February 1776
Great Badminton
Glos. Eng. Church of Eng
Marr & Banns, 1754-1938
Great Badminton 1768-1814

Marriage Record 2
Glos. Eng. Church of Eng
Bap, Marr & Burials,
1754-1938,
Great Badminton
1579-1812

Marriage Record 3, Banns

Marriage Record 4, Bond
The bond states that ‘the groom and Thomas Tayler
are bound in the sum of 500 pounds’ - a substantial
amount.
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When John was about twenty eight he married Elizabeth Roach on 8th Feb 1776
in the parish of Great Badminton, Gloucestershire. On the opposite page you will
see a ‘Marriage Bond’ document. There are a number of reasons why marriage
bonds were used. If they wanted to marry in a hurry or in private, the church
allowed them to avoid the delay and publicity of calling banns on three successive
Sundays by providing, for a fee, a marriage license. For example, if the bride was
pregnant or the groom was on leave from the Army or Navy, if there was a great
difference in age, if the parties differed in social standing, or they differed in
religion or faced family opposition to their marriage.
The bond usually specified where the marriage was to take place. In the case of
John & Elizabeth it was Great Badminton and it may have been a combination of
reasons. Often, the second person named was just a ‘dummy’ name so there may
be no connection at all to a ‘Thomas Tayler’ but the ‘Tayler’ name does appear in
other records.
Elizabeth was born and baptised in Great Badminton to Thomas & Mary ROACH.
Research shows that both the Goulter and Roach families were of very good
standing and had very early history in the Kingswood region.
Early tax records show John sharing tax on a property with a Thomas Roach and
his mother, Mary Roach, in Great Badminton in between 1781 & 1783. Could
this Thomas have been a brother to Elizabeth and Mary her mother? John &
Elizabeth also now had two children with them.
Tax records from 1780 to 1787 show that they are still there in the same
situation, but now with four children.
Gloucestershire Land Tax Records:
John Goulter, 1781 to 1783 for the region
of Grumbolds Ash, which encompassed
the Parish of Great Badminton &
Hawkesbury Upton. Although this one for
1781 only has ‘Mary’, others qualify this
with ‘his mother’ (referring to Thomas
Roach)
1781 Great Badminton Q/REL/1/
GrumboldsAsh/1781
Below: Tax Record for 1801: This was the
most consistent entry from 1801 to 1829.
1801 Upton Q/REL/1/GrumboldsAsh/1801
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Badminton (and Great Badminton)

Badminton is mostly associated with John Goulter Snr & Elizabeth Roach. The village houses
the Duke of Beaufort's residence, Badminton House, which has been the principal seat of the
Somerset family since the late 17th century. Badminton House also gives its name to the
sport of badminton. There are farm houses, cottages and estate lodges very much in the
traditional Cotswold style of architecture and the remains of a medieval 'sunken village' can
also be seen.

Henry Charles Somerset, 5th Duke of Beaufort 1744-1803
Henry was Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of England, one of
two governing bodies of Freemasonry in England in the
eighteenth and early nineteenth century, from 1767 to 1771.
He was also a member of the Order of the Garter, the highest
chivalric order in the United Kingdom. This portrait was given to
the United Grand Lodge of England by Henry Somerset, 10th
Duke of Beaufort, around 1950.
He was the Duke at the time John Goulter was butler and John
leased many properties from him.

Duke image: By Francis Cotes - http://thepeerage.com/012127_001.jpg, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/
index.php?curid=17580017 [Accessed 3 Oct 2019]
Top image: from a postcard, unknown source
Village image: Ray Bird Photography. 2011 https://www.picturesofengland.com/England/Gloucestershire/Badminton/
pictures/1201143 [Accessed 11 Nov 2019]
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John GOULTER & Elizabeth ROACH
4 known children
1. Mary Maria
Bap 5 Dec 1776
Walcot, St Swithins,
Bath SOM.

2. Elizabeth
Bap 18 Nov 1778
Walcot, St Swithins,
Bath SOM.

3. John
Bap 4 Oct 1782
Great Badminton
Glos.

4. James
Bap 3 Apr 1787
Great Badminton
Glos.

More on each of these four children in the next chapter
John Goulter was described as a Yeoman Farmer at the time of his marriage and
we know he was employed on the 52,000 acre Badminton Estate of the Duke of
Beaufort. A definition of a yeoman farmer is:
‘A commoner who cultivates his own land (freehold, leasehold or copyhold). A respectable,
honourable rural middle class which ranked below nobility and gentry but above tenant
farmers, husbandmen and farm labourers.”
“The wealth and size of a yeoman’s landholding could vary but many were prosperous and
wealthy enough to employ servants and farm labourers. In social status they are one step
down from the Landed gentry, but above a husbandman. Often it was hard to distinguish
minor landed gentry from the wealthier yeomen, and wealthier husbandmen from the
poorer yeomen.”
As we follow his life we can see that John was well and truly on the upper end of
this scale and probably more accurately closer to Landed Gentry. John (Snr) &
Elizabeth’s first two children were baptised in Bath, the latter two in Great
Badminton. Today Bath is only about a ½ hr drive away. We will cover each of
these children fully later.
In 1774, age 26, we know John was a Groom on the Badminton Estate from
information sourced from the Badminton Estate Office. He later became butler to
the Duke of Beaufort but we feel that with his social status he may have also
been a good friend. The stereotype of a butler doesn’t seem to fit his profile.
1780-1787, age 32-39, he was paying land tax on a couple of properties in Great
Badminton that were part of the Duke of Beaufort’s Badminton estate. (This was
when the family lived with Thomas Roach & his mother Mary Roach).
According to Edith Bloomfield the family supposedly lived at a ‘Vicarage House’
which was adjacent to Badminton House, in the village of Badminton. But he was
also ‘tenant’ of another property, which was probably just farmland.
More research is needed through the Archives as our connection also says
“Vicarage House was subsequently demolished to enable alterations to be made to
the Manor House”. It was also noted in the records that he later moved to the
‘Castlecombe area’, which is in the vicinity of his later pursuits. Edith sourced
this information from primary records of the Badminton Estate.
But here we have a problem. There is still a Grade 11 listed building called the
‘Old Vicarage House’ but it is in the village, so not adjoining the Estate. The vicar
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of the time may have been moved to a new Vicarage House in the village and John
moved into what was Vicarage House. So the current ‘old’ vicarage house may
have been the new one at the time.
As butler to the Duke of Beaufort it would explain the family living in close
proximity to Badminton House at Vicarage House. Tax records show that he was
both a tenant and owner of many properties over his lifetime.
Leases and ownership of land by John (father and/or son) from the period 1780
to 1833 (end of series of records) covered the areas of:
Great Badminton

Little Badminton

Hawkesbury/Upton

Petty France

Horton

Acton Turville

Chippenham

Nettleton

Some tax records had only one entry but more often there were two, three and
four entries—some as proprietor and some as ‘occupier’ (which didn’t mean he
lived there, just that he had the lease), some as owner. Most of these leases would
have been for land that he managed and employed others to farm. Some of the tax
records have Snr & Jnr qualifications on them but the tithes of 1839 have no
distinction and were after John Snr’s death. They are more likely to relate his son
who also lived in the Petty France area up until 1828 when he moved to Bath.
The most consistent entry that appears every year from 1801 until 1829 is
payment to the ‘Marquis of Worcester’ for the same property in the tything of
Upton (parish of Hawkesbury, Hundred of Grumbalds Ash). In 1801 this tax was
nine shillings and sixpence and remained the same right up to 1829. Not one
increase. The Marquis of Worcester is the courtesy title given to the Dukes’ son
and heir. In 1801 this would have been Henry Charles Somerset. He became
Duke after the death of his father in 1803. However, payments still showed to the
‘Marquis of Worcester’ after 1803. John was obviously well thought of and well
known by the Duke and his family, as their families before them probably were
also.

A little history of the Somerset family and the Dukes of Beaufort
There are also interesting links to Wales with the Dukes of Beaufort and Badminton.
Raglan Castle was the seat of the Somersets, Earls of Worcester, and later the Dukes
of Beaufort. Henry Somerset, 1st Duke of Beaufort was born at Raglan Castle in
1629.
When Raglan was no longer habitable they transferred the principal seat to Badminton which was inherited from a collateral branch. Raglan Castle was the last of the
great aristocratic homes to fall during the English Civil Wars of the 1640s. It was deliberately destroyed and among the looted treasures was a piece of Tudor wooden
panelling, now proudly displayed in the visitor centre after being rescued from a cow
shed in the 1950s. Unfortunately, the library and all it contained was deliberately
burned. Until the end of the 19th century the Somerset family still had nine-tenths of
its land in South Wales. If you ever have a chance to go to Wales, don’t miss Raglan
Castle.
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Example Tax Records for 1807 Owner: Marquis of Worcester Occupier: John Goulter

One example of a Tax Record 1809, ‘late Skinners’, the Beaufort Arms

UK Poll Book & Electoral Register 1811—1827

In 1814 a partnership between them regarding a property at Petty France was
dissolved. This may have been for the Beaufort Arms for part of the time it was
leased. John Jnr is listed as an Innkeeper on his daughter’s baptism record in
1813.
The London Gazette, Part 1, 1814
Dissolved partnership with his
son, John
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Badminton to Chippenham, White Hart Inn, c1789 to 1799
John, now 40 and Elizabeth 36, with four children aged 13, 11, 7 & 2 has moved
on from his position as butler to that of innkeeper. They purchased the White
Hart Inn, 11 miles south west of Badminton, at Chippenham in 1789. No doubt
he did very well by enhancing his reputation with his links to the Duke.
A newspaper article in the Bath Chronicle on 7th May 1789 confirms his move:
“John Goulter, late butler to Duke of Beaufort, has taken over the White Hart Inn
in Chippenham”. It also advises that the inn “will undergo thorough repair”.

On the bottom right of the
building (to the left of the man
crossing the road) you can see
the Blue Plaque that confirms
7
Cromwell’s visit in 1649.

Bath Chronicle, 7th May 1789 & 4th June 1789

[Google Maps Streetview]
8

This was the premier coaching inn from at least 1548 until 1850. The magnificent Georgian
façade serves as a reminder that Chippenham was once a major stop on the route from London.
The central arch was the coach entrance into the rear courtyard where horses were changed and
passengers alighted. It was one of the great coaching inns on the Great West Road from London
to Bath and Bristol and, as such, had many historical figures staying there—from Oliver Cromwell
to the MP Robert Peel. In 1649 Oliver Cromwell passed beneath the arched lintel, probably on
horseback, seeking dinner and refuge for the night. The arrival of the railways killed their trade
and it was sold in 1850 and divided up among different retail outlets. (Image is from Google
Streetview 2016) Only the façade remains.
9

The Wiltshire & Swindon Archives holds this account in relation to a Mrs Davenport of the
Talbot family of nearby Lacock: “Bill for horses, expenses on journeys (from Chippenham to
Swansea), wages on back of bill for dinner and negus from John Goulter, Chippenham" As can be
seen by the above advertisement he also made available “neat post chaises, able horses and
careful drivers” [Negus: a hot drink of port, sugar, lemon, and spice]
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Location of the White Hart Inn, on the roundabout, flanked by St Mary St and Market Place
Now the Iceland Supermarket.

White
Hart
Inn

Market P

lace

The Market Place in 1820, 20 years after John sold
10
the inn.

[Google Maps]

The Universal British Directory of 1791 for Chippenham contains this entry:
"The White Hart, kept by Mr John Goulter and the Angel, kept by Mr John Lawes, are the
principal inns; where neat carriages, good horses, and careful drivers, are always at hand. At
the White Hart is the post office."
Ten years later on 26 Sep 1799 we
have a different add which
concentrates on the postal service
for which the inn is an agent. There
were daily coaches between the inns
at Bath & Chippenham and there
are links to a George Arnold in Bath.
John & Elizabeth’s daughter later
married a Richard Arnold. Their son,
James, later leased land with
William Arnold in Acton Turville.

Bath Chronicle, 26th Sep 1799

The date of this add is interesting because it conflicts with documents held by the
Wiltshire & Swindon History Centre 11 that confirm John sold the inn to Sarah &
Edith Bramble for 300 pound on 5 Apr 1799. It may be that he continued to run
it until he was able to take on his next venture about 1800 - lease of the Beaufort
Arms at Petty France. He would not have been able to purchase it as it was part of
the Duke of Beaufort’s estate.
However, John wasn’t content with purchasing the White Hart at this time. In
1791 he also takes over the remains of a 99 year lease for a house, mill and farm
at Burton/Littleton Drew which is now known as Goulter’s Mill. This property and
its lease were left to Elizabeth by her uncle, George Roach, who actually resided
there. He died in 1863 but his wife Anna was able to continue living there until
her death in 1791. It is difficult to determine whether they ever lived at the mill
but we don’t believe so.
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1791 to 1851 Lease of Goulters House, Mill & Farm
Previously leased by Elizabeth’s uncle, George Roach
Investigation into the mill and its history has been fraught with misinformation.
Although you can never jump to conclusions. Once source said it was in the
possession of James Goulter who had Manor Farm in Littleton Drew. This was
John & Elizabeth’s grandson and he certainly did have Manor Farm in Littleton
Drew, but no known involvement of Goulter’s Mill at this time. That is not to say
he wasn’t involved later, which we now know is a possibility. We have acquired
the 99 year lease documents 12 that provide primary information on the lease of
this property by John & Elizabeth (nee Roach) Goulter.
Elizabeth’s uncle, George Roach and his wife Elizabeth, held the original 99 year
lease from 1752 and lived at the property. His wife died in 1760 and George then
married Anna HALL. We have the Will of George Roach of Nettleton which he
wrote on 19 Nov 1763. He bequeaths the Mill etc where he now lives to his
current wife, Anna, for the term of her life. Upon her death the Mill, all
household goods and furniture are to go to his niece, Elizabeth Roach, ‘daughter
of my brother Thomas’. Elizabeth was only fourteen years old at the time. So this
was how the Goulter’s became involved with the Goulter’s Mill property.
He also bequeathed her his property at Great Badminton - the premises, garden
and all it contained, but later the same month he added a codicil and changed
this to leave the second property to Elizabeth’s sister, Mary. It appears George
Roach didn’t have any children of his own.
Elsewhere in the will he mentions bequests to two more brothers, William and
Smart, two sisters, Mary & Maria (md LINLEY) and a nephew, Thomas LINLEY.
His nephew received another of his properties at Oldbury on the Hill, not far from
Petty France and Badminton, in Gloucestershire. George died about a week later
and was buried at Nettleton on 9 Dec 1763. Anna continued to live there until
her death in 1791 when the will came into effect. Under ‘Coverture’ laws at the
time a woman could not technically enter into economic contracts in her own
right. Her husband had the right to manage his wife’s land but was unable to
dispose of it without her sanction. This is probably why John had to take the
remaining 60 years of the lease out in his name. Although when you look at the
various Goulter wills it seems they treated their wives and daughters well when it
came to inheritances.
The new lease says that John Goulter of Chippenham in the County of Wiltshire,
inn holder, will now be taking over the remainder of the original 99 year lease
which was held by George Roach and his wife Elizabeth (both since deceased)
from 20 Sep 1752. John has to pay £400 and an annual fee of 22 shillings. Both
of the leases were contracts between with Lord John Chedworth as the property
now formed part of his estate, which in turn was part of the Manor of Nettleton.
The original lease qualifies exactly what we needed to know, that “all the
messuages or tenement, water mill, garden, closes lands…” are included.
(‘messuages or tenement’ means all the encompassing land, buildings and other
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Will of George Roach, 19 Nov 1763, p1

[cropped]

Public Record Office, London : PROB 11/895. Part only excerpts p.1

[cropped]

“George Roach in the parish of Nettleton in the County of Wilts. Being sick and weak in
body but of sound and disposing mind & memory…
...and bequest the said Estate called the Mill Bargain my household goods and furniture
of household to my Niece Elizabeth Roach, daughter of my brother Thomas Roach…”
assets of the property. So we know the lease does include the house but we have
no evidence that John & Elizabeth ever lived there.
The ‘new’ lease by John also has the ‘lives’ of his wife, Elizabeth, but also his two
children at that time, Mary Maria & John, who would have been 15 and 9 years
old respectively in 1791. Their other two children, Elizabeth 13 & James, 4,
weren’t taken into account at all. Why? Was it simply the eldest son and eldest
daughter? This lease was held simultaneously with the White Hart Inn from 1791
to 1799 and then with the Beaufort Arms lease which ended in 1820.
Amongst the bundle of documents are other leases and sub leases where it
definitely states ‘John Goulter, Petty France, Innkeeper’, including a document in
1808 which appears to be a sub lease of the property.
It is unclear if it was just the house and immediate surrounds or the whole
property but the cost was substantial and John was still “Innkeeper, Petty
France”. It is most likely they did live at the Beaufort Arms and when that lease
ceased in 1820 they moved across to the Rock House as all records point to them
remaining in Petty France.
(Continued on page 14)
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Wiltshire & Swindon Archives
Bundle 1171-27, Clients’ papers of Spackman, Dale & Hood. Solicitors : 10 Title Deeds :
Nettleton. [See opposite]
The following six deeds were applicable to John & Elizabeth:
a.

27 Dec 1791: £400 Lease of Goulter’s Mill & Farm, Nettleton, (this also had ‘Late
Brown’s’ in faint writing), also to pay 22 shillings annually, 2 pages. This is the
main document of interest as it covers the remaining 60 years of the 99 year lease.
“All That messuage or tenement, water mill, garden & parcel of land thereunto
adjoining containing…” It goes on to list paddocks etc in detail.

b.

b. 11 May 1808: £800 Lease of one year for ‘Late Brown’s’, Nettleton, by John
Goulter to Ralph Gaby Esq., 2 pages. ‘Messuage, dwelling house, barn, stable
yards, garden…” This may be John leasing the house, stables and garden only
although it is really difficult to determine and it is a large amount of money for a
year so it may have been for the whole lot. It mentions “John Goulter of Petty
France Inn” which means they were still living there, not at the mill.

c.

12 May 1808: Appointment & Release of ‘Late Brown’s’ by Ralph Gaby Esq. to John
Goulter, 5 pages. Pertinent to Document ‘b.’

f.

29 Jan 1810: Appointment and release, Ralph Gaby Esq. to John Goulter, of Petty
France, Gentleman, 5 pages. Mention as part of transaction: Anthony Guy,
gentleman of Chippenham, trustee for John Goulter.

g.

17 Dec 1820: Lease for 14 years to William Gay, 3 pages, by John Goulter. Appears
to be very complex. Tenant is required to repair and maintain all manner of things
except “the glass window”. The cost is 90 pounds annually plus 20 pounds for
every acre. This shows that John Goulter continued to hold the remainder of the
99 year lease of the mill and farm after 1820 although we don’t know what
happened to it after his death. Elizabeth had predeceased him so it probably went
to their daughter, Mary Maria, who was still unmarried at the time. At the bottom
it lists the various paddocks.

h.

31 Oct 1828: Release in Fee, Mr Thomas Shapland, of Marshland in the County of
Gloucester, Gentleman, to John Goulter of Petty France, County of Gloucester,
Gentleman. Mention of 28th & 29th Sep 1808. Appears to have been a
partnership on land owned by Thomas Shapland in Nettleton, 3 pages. He is no
longer described as Innkeeper as that ceased in 1820.

2.12

2. John Goulter & Elizabeth Roach
Preface Page of the Remainder of the 99 Year Lease : John & Elizabeth Goulter
(Rightfully Elizabeth’s lease) [Documents Part of Bundle 1171/217 as cited opposite]

Counterpart of Lease for
99 years —?— on three lives

Eliz. Goulter...wife of Lesee
Mary Maria Goulter ] Lessees
John Goulter
] Dau & Son

(Common of pasture
for one cow)
This is the first of several enormous pages (greater than A3) of the new lease in 1791. It describes the
property paddock by paddock and acreage, which amounts to approximately 55 acres. This image has been
enhanced as it was very discoloured. The writing is quite legible but has to be enlarged for readability.
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(Continued from page 11)

The following information about the Manor of Nettleton (which included Goulters
Mill and Farm) was sourced from Wiltshire Community History

13:

The Manor of Nettleton was bought by the Botelers at the time of the dissolution. They also owned
Badminton for 400 years until 1608. In the early part of Queen Elizabeth's reign John Astley purchased
the manor and it was then passed down to Sir Richard Grobham of Great Wishford who died childless
and left it to his sister's son John Howe. He was the first Lord Chedworth, Baron of Chedworth and M.P.
for Gloucester, then M.P. for Wiltshire...Nettleton was amongst other manors passed down to him. They
remained in the Howe family until the death of John Howe in 1804, the fourth and last Lord Chedworth.
Thereafter the title became extinct. Then in 1806 the manor and advowson was purchased by Andrew
Carrick of Clifton, M.D. and sold after his death in 1839 by his trustees to Thomas Penrice for just over
£11,009...Thomas Penrice later sold to W.A. Hulton in 1870.... There are also mills alongside Broadmead
Brook. Littleton Mill, later Goulters Mill farm in the 1700s, is east of Burton; Longs Mill also established
in the1700s, was south-west of Nettleton; and Kington Mill was at West Kington.”

The mention of 1839 is significant as it applies to the purchase of the whole of
the Manor of Nettleton. The trustees may also have sold off parts such as the mill
and farm to others, like Lord Chedworth, at the same time.
The mill has retained the Goulter name to this day, although the grounds are
now referred to as ‘Littleton Gardens’. In 1820 John made a 14 year lease to
William Gay, a miller of Gatcombe Mill in Wiltshire. This would have taken him
to 1834 but according to the Tithe records William Gay was still there five years
later in 1839. This was also after John’s death in 1835. The document is difficult
to interpret but we know William Gay definitely had the “Mill, garden, yard & old
Mill Pond”, but we are unsure about the house. It does require that he maintain
and repair all manner of things but not “the glass window”. The 99 year lease
didn’t expire until 1851 so it would have been part of John’s estate after he died
in 1835.
There is also a lot of confusion with the name of the mill. As far as we can
determine it was previously called the Littleton Mill, but is referred to in the
documents as ‘late Brown’s’ who may have been the previous 99 year lease
holder. There is also a Nettleton Mill on the Bybrook but it is further south,
closer to Castle Combe. The wording of the lease refers to the “Mill Bargain” but
this was a way of describing it as the “Mill Sale”, or contract.
Edith Bloomfield knew there was a ‘Goulters Farm’ (actually a mill and farm) and
set out to find it. An old farmer who had lived in the area all his life told her it
still existed, was near Littleton Drew (Wiltshire), and put her in touch with the
current owner. Edith then went back to the Record Office to check if the
Badminton Estate was involved as they owned so much of the land in the area.
The mill and farm were definitely part of Wiltshire but it is right on the border of
the county and it is possible that it became part of the Badminton Estate. More
research is needed on this but it would explain why the mill retained the Goulter
name.
A search of the Estate records found that a “James Goulter” bought (or leased) a
property in 1839. He paid an £800 deposit (a great sum in those days) with a
fixed rate of interest to be paid on the balance. The final price is unknown.
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We believe this is likely to be James Goulter (1815-1891) son of James (17871857) & Sarah ALLEN, grandson of John & Elizabeth Goulter. Did James
purchase the remainder of the lease? He was just ten kilometres away at
Hullavington where he married in 1839. It is interesting that he remained in
Hullavington until 1851 (the end of the mill’s 99 year lease) before moving on to
Manor Farm, Nettleton and also a property at Acton Turville near his father.
Further research may validate this but we are unable to pursue this due to the
current Covid pandemic closures.
Further Mill History in the Region
There is evidence of at least 20 mill sites along the Bybrook River, a small
tributary of the Bristol Avon. It is about 19 km long and its sources are the
Burton Brook and the Broadmead Brook, which rise in South Gloucestershire at
Tormarton and Cold Ashton respectively, and join just north of Castle Combe in
Wiltshire

14.

Many of the mills were seasonal and only operated when there was

sufficient water. In Roman times, the mills were exclusively used for grinding
corn, but by the end of the 12th century, this part of Wiltshire became an
important centre for the wool trade. Mills were converted to the cleansing and
thickening of wool. With the decline of the woollen industry in the 17th century,
accelerated by the Civil War and plague, many mills returned to grain.
Goulters Mill History: from Adrian Wood’s Preliminary Report on the Bybrook
Water Mills c 1980. Grid Ref ST 8323 7908
“A Saxon corn mill probably stood on this site less than half a mile of the Fosse Way. It was a seasonal
mill since there would be insufficient water to drive a wheel during drier months of the year. It’s
position, near the stream’s source, would probably have precluded any later development of the mill for
any other purpose than grinding of corn. On Andrew & Durys map of 1773 the mill is referred to as
Littleton Mill. It is reputed not to have been used for 125 years. A farm now occupies the site and it is
obvious that the site is considerably older than any of the present buildings. Nevertheless the present
farmhouse was obviously built by the mill and the race appears to be culverted along its frontage. A few
yards from the farm house can be seen the remains of the sluice at the head of the millstream together
with the remains of a stone training wall downstream of the sluice.”

A sales brochure for the complex in 2012 had varying amounts of unsourced
information such as John Goulter was the last miller in 1780—clearly incorrect.
From Country Life16, 2012, property for sale: (Guide price is £1.65 million)
“Goulter’s Mill is an historic former mill house unlisted, although it is mentioned in the Domesday Book.
Inside are many period and contemporary features including oak doors, floors and staircases, limestone
carved mantelpieces by Wiltshire craftsman Simon Verity, plaster friezes, hand moulded panelling, stone
floors, open fireplaces and mullion windows.”

The farm is set in a secluded, sheltered valley, and the mill and farm are also
now known as Littleton Drew Gardens 15. There is an informal layout of paths,
and a small area of lawn overlooking the stream. Trees are covered with rambling
roses and the site is backed by stone walls on the east and south. It is
occasionally open as part of the National Gardens Scheme. Beyond the garden to
the north is a steep wooded slope. The property borders the mill stream with
stone foot bridges and pools. The mill stream is partly fed by springs and runs
the full length of the property through mature woodland.
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Location of Goulter’s Mill & Farm, Bybrook River
Official address: The Gibb, Burton, Wiltshire.
Grid: OSGB Latitude: 51.51057100 Longitude: -2.24347210

[streetmap.co.uk]

[www.archie.uk.com]
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Goulter’s Farm & Mill Site

Right: The remains of this building can be seen in
the image above. The mill itself is no longer
there but you can see where it stood to the left
of the remaining building in the photo on the
right.
16
Coloured images: from Sales Catalogue
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Images from the sales catalogue which show many of the original features: the low ceilinged
rooms, beautiful mullioned windows, ornate stone fireplaces by local craftsman Simon Verity, oak
doors, floors & staircases, stone fireplaces with plaster friezes, hand moulded panels and stone
floors.
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16

This plan was from the sales catalogue and shows the extent of the house attached to the mill.
The small separate part second from the right is the ‘Pavilion’, or art studio, currently in the
grounds. A very obvious much later addition.

Images by Ray Bird, Creative Commons Licence : Geograph: photograph every grid square : https://
www.geograph.org.uk/photo/5775395 ; https://www.geograph.org.uk/577to/5775381
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From One Inn to Another:
White Hart, Chippenham to the Beaufort Arms, Petty France, pre 1801 - 1819
After selling the White Hart Inn in Chippenham John leased another inn about
fifteen miles north west of Chippenham at the small hamlet of Petty France.
Taking on the Beaufort Arms after the White Hart Inn would have consolidated his
interests in the Hawkesbury / Petty France region. We have no definite beginning
date for this lease but it appears to have been prior to 1801. The Beaufort Arms is
now known as Bodkin House.
The article below would seem to confirm that but the Tax Records (on the next
page) dispute this. The 1801 & 1802 Tax Records shows the proprietor as Mr
Hurn with Henry Stinchcom as lessee. The first tax record for John Snr is 1804
and they continue through until 1819.
On the night of 26 Feb 1801 there is a report of two men being indicted for
stealing a mare and gelding from John Goulter.
“It appeared in evidence that the prisoners had gone to the stables of Goulter, who kept an
inn at a place called Petty France...opened them, and taken out the horse and mare...and
rode on them to Lechlade about 32 miles off”.
The Justice of the Peace &
Parish Officer, Vol 3 1801

An 1804 a land tax record shows a John Goulter paying tax to two proprietors.
Firstly, to the Marquis of Worcester for property in Hawkesbury and secondly to
a Mr Skinner for ‘France’, which we have determined from following the tax
records trail, is the Beaufort Arms at Petty France. Skinner was the previous
lessee. After 1801, John Jnr. was over eighteen years of age and sometimes it is
difficult to determine who the records relate to.
It is the Tax records that also confirm that John Lemon takes over as proprietor
from 1819 until at least 1836. This is confirmed in John Goulter Snr’s will, made
in 1830. Witness was “J Lemon, Innkeeper, Petty France”.
Tax could be paid on multiple properties and while some after in 1800 may have
been for his son, John, the abovementioned inn lease was definitely for John
Snr, although he may have been in partnership with his son, John, for a time.
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Beaufort Arms, Petty France, Gloucestershire
Right: Current day Bodkin House. It has a
massive fireplace, and you can also see the old
image of the inn on the wall. As of January
2021 it has been renamed again to ‘The
Bodkin”
17

Below: Two early images of the inn. The
costume worn by the woman with the child in
the upper image seems to date it to an earlier
time than the lower image.

Petty France: Petty France is associated with properties for both John Snr & John Jnr. The
hamlet of Petty France is on the edge of the Badminton Estate and its name, according to
one theory, is thought to have derived from the Huguenot weavers who emigrated there
during the time of Henry VIII. The second theory was the Industrial Revolution when it is
believed the Duke of Beaufort brought Belgian weavers over from Europe and the locals
called it “Little France”, hence Petty France. Life in the parish was based on farming and the
woollen cloth industry. A lot of the large houses were placed next to streams for
convenience of the inhabitants and their livestock as a lot of water was needed for wool
washing and dying at the mills.
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The Beaufort Arms Inn
The Beaufort Arms is a Grade 11 listed building and was originally owned by the
nearby Badminton Estate, hence its name, the Beaufort Arms, after the Duke of
Beaufort. The earliest parts of the building remain from a twelfth century priory,
which was destroyed by Henry VIII during the dissolution of the monasteries. The
present building began life as Posting House serving the Bath - Stroud route,
although it was possibly remodelled from a 17thC house. It was visited by Jane
Austen who mentioned Petty France in her novel 'Northanger Abbey', written in
1803 but not published until later:
"There was nothing to be done but to eat without being hungry, and to loiter about
without anything to see."
Not a flattering description and the Beaufort Arms is not mentioned by name but
the inn was the coaching stop for changing/resting horses. She is also reputed to
have signed one of the first floor windows with her diamond ring - a fashionable
habit at that time but we’ll take that with a grain of salt!
The Grade II listing describes the building as:
“rendered, on ashlar plinth; two storeys, cellars and attics in three gabled dormers. Five
windows and door on ground floor, including one in lower wing to right; eight windows on
first floor.” Eighteen-pane, thick glazing bar sash windows in exposed boxes; Two early-mid
C19 bay windows on ground floor; extensive rear wings. Interior; stop chamfered beam and
large ashlar fireplace in rear wing; shell headed cupboard in ground floor left room.” The
former stables, barns, groom’s cottages, workshops and carriage shed are also Grade 11
listed, along with a pump and trough.” [https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1129375]
The Beaufort Arms Inn still exists in Petty France
but is now known as Bodkin House and operates as
a hotel and restaurant. The current name would
have originated from nearby Bodkin Wood, which
shows on old maps, such as the one below.
The map also shows ‘Rock House’ which was later
known as ‘Manor House’ and currently operates as
a large, expensive holiday let named Le Weekend
(2020). More on it later.
Rock House, later
Manor House
Beaufort Arms,
later Bodkin House

Bodkin Wood
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We are unsure of where John
& Elizabeth were living
between 1800 and 1819. It is
most likely the Beaufort Arms
while they had the lease to
1819. After that we are fairly
sure they moved across the
road to the Rock House where
Elizabeth died in 1822.
This map was undated from:
Know Your Place: https://
maps.bristol.cov.uk/kyp/?
edition=glos
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Rock House
(more recently Manor House

18

and currently known as Le Weekend)

John & Elizabeth definitely lived in this house and Elizabeth died here in 1822.
We don’t know exact dates but we believe that the land tax paid to the Marquis of
Worcester were for this property and we think they lived here after leaving the
White Hart Inn in Chippenham. The property is across the road from the Beaufort
Arms inn at Petty France, which he was also leasing. We also know his son, John
was an innkeeper there in 1813 but we are unsure whether he was there for the
duration of the lease or not.
From the history records of the Troops of Gloucestershire Yeomanry we have an
account of a dinner held in Petty France in 1814 for the Grumbolds Ash Troop.
The dinner was held for the winding down of the Yeomanry after the Napoleonic
wars and stated:
“The Grumbalds Ash Troop met at Petty France to arrange their pecuniary affairs and
terminate their military services... Mr Goulter of Petty France provided an excellent dinner
for the occasion and the Duke of Beaufort, with his accustomed liberality, presented them
with a stag as an addition to it”.
Once local expenses had been settled the troops left donations to the Gloucester
Infirmary (hospital) to the value of £150 ‘from the troop funds’ which were settled
at the meeting. Our dilemma is that all of the other troops had their dinners at
inns in their local communities so it stands to reason that this dinner would have
been held at the Beaufort Arms. Or could it have been held at Rock House? As
‘Mr Goulter’ is mentioned but not the name of the inn, either is possible, but the
former more likely. Further proof that they lived here is in a newspaper item from
the Bath Chronicle, 20 May 1830. It doesn’t name Rock House but it is the only
building of this description in Petty France. It advertises that
“A very desirable and genteel residence, comprising 2 parlours, kitchen, back kitchen, and 7
bedrooms, with suitable offices, stable, granary, etc. The premises are pleasantly situate at
Petty France, near Badminton, Gloucestershire, and are surrounded with shrubberies, having
a good kitchen garden with close of pasture land attached, containing in the whole seven
acres; now in the occupation of Mr John Goulter…”

Bath Chronicle, 20 May 1830
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The house has an impressive history. In the 1800s it was owned by Charles
Jenkinson, formerly known as Baron Hawkesbury & 1st Earl of Liverpool. One
source says it was built in 1800. Robert Banks Jenkinson inherited it from his
father in 1808. He was Prime Minister from 1812 until 1827. It was purchased by
the Duke of Beaufort in 1829, well after Elizabeth died here. It also has many
claims to fame with ownership and visitors—some very dubious.
The 1841 Tithes show that adjoining land and cottages were owned by a ‘John
Goulter’. By 1841 John Snr had died but he may have owned the land and
cottages prior to his death or the tithes refer to his son. It is possible John Snr.
purchased properties from the proceeds of the White Hart Inn as he was unable
to purchase the Beaufort Arms or Rock House because they were part of the
Beaufort Estate.

19

This map is from the 2016 sales brochure
for Rock House/Manor House showing the
property boundary in orange.
The red boundary is the land shown in the
opposite satellite image of 226 & 227 which
were owned by his son, John, in the Tithes
records of 1841.
[Google Satellite]
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Rock House cont.

These images are from a sales brochure in 2016 and it has since been renovated and extended
19
further. The original house would have been somewhat smaller, probably three large bedrooms
upstairs (as shown by the red outlines) and it certainly wouldn’t have had ensuite bathrooms. The
ground floor annex and the wing with bedroom 2 would also be additions to the original
residence. It would have been less grand than it is now.

[Image from Google Streetview 2020]
2.25

Goulters of the Cotswolds & Beyond

Deaths of John Goulter & Elizabeth Roach, 1822 & 1835:
In 1819 the leases for the Beaufort Arms and Goulter’s Mill ceased but we believe
the lease of Rock House continued until 1830 when it was advertised as available
for lease. Elizabeth died there in 1822, aged 72 years. We believe John continued
to live there as he wrote his will in Petty France on 28 Jan 1830 when he was 83
years old.
In 1833 his abode in the UK Poll was shown as Chipping Sodbury and he is
paying tax on property in Hawkesbury Upton that is tenanted by Henry Collins.
It is most likely he was now living with his daughter, Mary Maria, in Chipping
Sodbury.
John died at the end of December 1835 and was buried on 2 Jan 1836. He would

Death of Elizabeth Goulter: Report in the Deaths of The Monthly Magazine Vol LIV Part 11, 1822

Gloucestershire, Church of England Burials, 1813-1988
Elizabeth Goulter Buried 4th Sep 1822 72yrs

John Goulter Snr Buried 2nd Jan 1836 88yrs
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have been 88 years old. His death was also registered at Chipping Sodbury, but
that was the regional town for registrations.
In his will he names his eldest daughter, Mary Maria, as main beneficiary and
sole Executrix. This seems very unusual for the times. He bequeathed one
hundred pounds each to his sons John [Jnr] and James, and his other daughter
Elizabeth, now the wife of John Dowling. Mary Maria was fifty four years old and
still unmarried at the time he made the will. Witnesses to John’s will were : John
Lemon, Inn keeper, Petty France; Thomas King, Petty France, Ostler and Josiah T
Paul, Solicitor, Tetbury.
The will was proved in London on 11 Feb 1836 after his death in January 1835.
“This is the last will and testament of me John Goulter of Petty France in the parish of
Hawkesbury in the County of Gloucester —?— I give —?— and bequeath unto my daughter
Mary Maria all my Real and Personal Estate whatsoever and whosoever to hold unto my said
daughter Mary Maria --- --- Executors ------- and assigns according to ------------ mature and
qualify ------ subject to the payment of my just funeral and testamentary expenses and --- ------- by me ----------- given.
I give and bequeath unto my two sons John and James and to my daughter Elizabeth the
wife of Mr John Dowling the sum of one hundred pounds each to be paid ------- within six
months after my ----. I appoint my said daughter Mary Maria sole Executrix of this my will
and I hereby revoke all Wills and Codicils and other testamentary dispositions made by me
at any time to ---- ------- ---- Witness ------- I --- said Testator have accounts? Subscribed my
name and affairs my seal this twenty eighth day of January in the year of our lord one
thousand and eight hundred and thirty. [28th Jan 1830]
Signed sealed publis--- ------ by the said John Goulter as and for his last Will and Testament in

Will of John Goulter Snr 1835

England & Wales, Prerogative Court of Canterbury Wills, 1384-1858 John Goulter: PROB11: Will Registers 1835-1838,
Piece 1857: Stowell, Quire Numbers 51-188(1836)
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A short summary of John Goulter & Elizabeth Roach, of Petty France, Gloucestershire
John was born 1748 and Elizabeth in 1750.
They married in 1776
Children were born: 1776, 1778, 1782, 1787
c1774 - c1787: Groom and then butler to the Duke of Beaufort at Badminton.
c1789 - c1799: Chippenham, Glos. : Owned and lived at The White Hart Inn.
c1791 - c1830: Burton, near Littleton Drew: Leased Goulters Mill and Farm
(concurrently with The Beaufort Arms, but they didn’t live here)
c1800 - c1819: Petty France, Glos. : Leased & lived at The Beaufort Arms, Petty
France.
c1820 - 1830: Petty France, Glos. : Leased Rock House, later known as Manor
House and now Le Weekend. John lived on there until 1830.
1822 Death of Elizabeth at Rock House, Petty France.
1830 End of lease for Rock House at Petty France.
1835 Death of John, registered at Chipping Sodbury. Both buried at St Mary’s,
Hawkesbury.
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CHAPTER 3 - Children of John GOULTER & Elizabeth ROACH

CHART 3

Cont. from CHART 2 on p.1.16
Elizabeth ROACH

John Gen 8 (Senior)

Chap. 4
1. Mary Maria 1776

2. Elizabeth 1778

3. John [Jnr] 1782

4. James Gen 9 1787

(Child 4. James, will be dealt with in the next chapter as he is a direct ancestor)

Child 1. of John Goulter & Elizabeth Roach:

1. Mary Maria
bap 5 Dec 1776
Mary Maria 1776-1849
Walcot, St Swithin,
Married 1841, Richard ARNOLD (1784-1865)
Bath, Som.
Mary Maria was born at Great Badminton but was baptised at d 1849
bur Hawkesbury
Walcot, St Swithin, on 5 Dec 1776. At sixty five years of age
she married widower Richard Arnold. She was eight years older Glos.
m 31 Mar 1841
than him. There was a bond to their marriage and one of the
Chipping Sodbury
witnesses to this was her niece, Mary Maria [Pearce], daughter
Richard ARNOLD
of James & Mary Comely.
(5 step sons only)
Baptism 5 Dec 1776
Walcot St Swithin, Bath

Marriage 31 Mar 1841
Chipping Sodbury, Glos.

Som. England, C of E Baptism. 1531-1812, Walcot St Swithin 1773-1800

Glos. Eng, Church of Eng Marriages & Banns, 1754-1938, Chipping Sodbury 1838-1938
3.1

Goulters of the Cotswolds & Beyond
Richard was a banker in the High Street, Chipping Sodbury. The National
Provincial Bank [of England] had only opened at Broad St, Chipping Sodbury on
September 26, 1834, the sixth branch in the country, so he was a very early
manager.
Chipping Sodbury was seen as an ideal location to open a bank because of its
thriving agricultural economy at this time, specialising in the production of
cheese and wheat. The town only had a population of 1,300 but boasted at least
two large inns.20
Richard had previously married Mary Tily in 1807and they had five sons: Thomas
1809, John 1811, Richard 1815, William 1816, Alfred 1820.
Nine years after her marriage Mary Maria died age 73 years in Feb 1849. They
were still living at Chipping Sodbury at the Bank, but she was buried back in the
Parish of her birth at Hawkesbury. She had written her long and wordy will two
days before her marriage. It is very difficult to read but her nephews and nieces
appear to be her beneficiaries.
Burial : 19 Feb 1849 Parish of Hawkesbury Glos.

Glos. Eng Burials, 1813-1988
In 1851 Richard was still Bank Manager and has his son, Alfred, a plumber and
glazier still living with him. Ten years on in 1861 and 77yrs old he is still the
manager - otherwise he would probably have had to move from the bank’s
residence. Alfred is still with him, now 40, but listed as a ‘retired currier’ (leather
worker). Plumbing must have gone by the way side over ten years and it was also
very young to be ‘retired’, so there may be more here than meets the eye.
Two of his other sons, John 50 & Richard 47 are just a few doors down at their
Grocery & Drapery business. They have two apprentices, two assistants, a
housekeeper and housemaid. One of these apprentices is their nephew, Richard
Wickham Arnold.
Richard himself died in 1865 in Chipping Sodbury and he appointed two of his
sons, John & Richard, Executors of his very wordy will. These two brothers
didn’t remain bachelors. John married in 1870 when he was 60 and died in
1878 leaving a personal estate of £18,000, equal now to £2 ½ million [2019].
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Richard married a widow in 1876 at 62 and died in 1890 leaving an estate of
nearly £22,000 pounds, equal now to £2.9 million. John’s widow had a stained
glass window placed in St John Baptist Church in Chipping Sodbury as a
memorial for her husband Richard, and her parents. Their wealth may have come
from inheritances as well as their business. It is likely they were connected to
the well known Arnolds in the region who were in the brewery, quarry and
transport industries.
The Bank, after celebrating 175 years in 2009, closed in 2018. It is a beautiful
Grade II listed building situated in the extremely wide Broad Street not far from
the town clock. It has a wonderful side entrance to the residence which can just
be seen through the original archway for coaches.

National Provincial Bank, 1834 to Broad Street, Chipping Sodbury. [Google Streetview]
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Child 2. of John Goulter & Elizabeth Roach:
Elizabeth 1778-1854
Married 1804, John DOWLING (1777-1865)
Innkeeper, King’s Head, Gloucester

2. Elizabeth
bap 18 Nov 1778
Walcot St Swithin
Bath, Som.
d 1854 Gloucester

Elizabeth was baptised at Walcot St Swithin, Bath in 1778.
m 15 Mar 1804
She was twenty six years old when she married John Dowling
Hawkesbury, Glos.
John DOWLING.
on 15 March 1804 in the Parish of Hawkesbury. This was
most likely at the now historic St Mary’s Church just a couple 9 children
of miles from where her parents, now in their 50’s, were living at the Beaufort
Arms Inn in Petty France.
John Dowling was born at Ston Easton on 24 Sep 1776 and baptised at St
Cuthbert, Wells, on 24 October the same year. He was the son of John & Anne
Dowling. John was an innkeeper of the King’s Head Inn and Stagecoach Station
in Westgate St, Gloucester, near the entrance to Three Cocks Lane. The Westgate
area is one of the oldest parts of the city. John was also an alderman and mayor
of Gloucester.
Baptism, Elizabeth: 18 Nov 1778 Walcot St Swithin, Som.

Somerset, Somerset, England, C of E, Baptism, 1531-1812
Marriage: 15 Mar 1804, Hawkesbury, Glos.

Gloucestershire, England, Church of England Marriages & Bann, 1754-1938, Hawkesbury.
FHL Film No: 856929, 856931. 15th March 1804 Henry J Randolph, Curate
Kings Head: It was described as “a large, commodious and well-accustomed
house with stabling for more than eighty horses”. Apparently when all the rooms
were booked the Vicarage was used for additional accommodation. The inn was
the scene of many events and had many distinguished visitors.
The future Queen Victoria stayed, when, as Princess Victoria, she waved to the
crowds from one of the windows. In 1816 the duke of Wellington was given the
freedom of the city, dined with the corporation at the King's Head, and laid the
foundation stone of a new National school.
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The inn was generally chosen by the city corporation for its nomination dinners
and county magistrates in the 1720s and 1730s 21. By the start of the 19th
century, however, two inns, the Bell and the King's Head supported rival county
political societies who held their annual meetings and dinners at the inns. The
landlords of the two inns were usually men of substance.
This image is from a postcard done from a
painting of the buildings opposite where the
Kings Head would have stood. Edith supplied
the postcard in 1983 and the painting for
this postcard was done by Edwards in 1971.
We have not been able to source an image
of the inn itself. There is a plaque between
the two windows in the centre, “Bishop
Hooper’s Lodging”. Bishop Hooper (14951555) was a Protestant martyr executed for
heresy by burning during the reign of Queen
Mary. It is now the Folk Museum.
They don’t look so very different today and the Kings
Head Inn would have been of similar appearance.
There are now some very ugly sixties buildings where
the inn would have stood. (Not drawn to scale)
Three Cocks
Lane
Stables & Courtyard

[Google Streetview]

Alms
Houses

St
Nicholas Vicarage
Church

Westgate Street
To Bridge over
River Severn

Old houses,
now the Folk Museum

Kings
Head
Inn

To Eastgate,
Northgate,
Southgate
k

The church actually sits on
an angle, not as shown here

John’s son’s entry in the Dictionary of National Biography 22 mentions that ‘his
father’ was a ‘gentleman’. Hunt & Co’s City of Gloucester & Cheltenham Directory
& Court Guide for 1847 which ‘contains the Names of Nobility, Gentry & Clergy’
lists John at 38 London Road, Gloucester. This was where the family were living
from the 1841 census on where he was listed as ‘Independent’. In 1851 he is
listed as ‘Retired innkeeper’ at 38 London Road, where they lived after leaving the
inn.
Elizabeth & John had nine children:
1. John Goulter 1805-1841 : Bap 17 May 1805, St Nicholas Gl. Theologian, married 24 Jun
1830, Lambeth, Mary FIELD (1805-1886), lived in Gloucester. Six children: Mary Rhoda
1832, Emma Maria 1833, Alfred Field 1834, Theodore 1836, Ambrose 1840 (twin), Clement
1840 (Twin). The twins came to Australia - Ambrose to Tasmania & Victoria and Clement to
Tasmania.
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2. Elizabeth Susannah 1807-1873 : never married.
3. James Henry 1808-1885 : Lt Colonel, Solicitor, Magistrate, Justice of the Peace, married 1.
Mary Ann WHITE, 1837 2. Ellen Charlotte WILSON, 1884. No children.
4. George Roach 1810-1870 : Napier, Western Cape, South Africa. Married Margaretha J C
WESSELS, 1854. Possibly ten children.
5. Edmund Samuel 1812-1884 : married Martha Randoll WOOD, 1835. Chemist, no known
children.
6. Mary Maria 1813-1898 : married 1848, George MARFELL, Farmer, no known children.
7. Charlotte 1814-1858 : married 1839, William ELLIS, one son, Heber Dowling ELLIS,
surgeon.
8. Louisa 1817-1877 : never married.
9. Harriet 1818-1892 : married 1859, Charles Hicks GREENLY, child Edward, Student of Law,
Geologist Scientist, HM Geological Surveyor.
Their eldest son John Goulter Dowling (1805-1841) became the well known and
respected Reverend John Goulter Dowling, M.A, Priest of the Church of England,
Clerk of Gloucester and author. He was educated at the Crypt Grammar School,
Gloucester, and at Wadham College, Oxford. In 1827 he was appointed by the
corporation of Gloucester to the head-mastership of the Crypt Grammar School
and was ordained deacon in 1828 and priest in 1829. In 1834 Lord-chancellor
Brougham presented him to the rectory of St. Mary-de-Crypt with St. Owen,
Gloucester, which he held, together with his mastership, till his death on 9 Jan
1841. He was greatly esteemed and beloved by his pupils and parishioners, who
filled the great east window of his church with stained glass as a memorial of him.
He was the author of at least six religious publications.7 His wife was left with six
children under nine years of age, including one year old twins.
In 1851 Elizabeth & John still had two daughter living at home – Elizabeth 44
and Louisa 34, both unmarried. Both are still with him ten years on in 1861.
Elizabeth died age 76 in 1854 at Gloucester and was buried in the parish of Down
Hatherley, Glos. on 22 March 1854. Her husband John was still living at London
Road when he died and was also buried at Down Hatherley on 25 Aug 1865.

Death: Jan-Mar 1854, Gloucester, Vol 6a p174;
Burial: 22 Mar 1854, Down Hatherley, Gloucestershire
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Child 3. of John Goulter & Elizabeth Roach:
John (Jnr) 1782-1849
1st marr. 1808 Mary MORSE (1785-1812)
2nd marr. 1814 Sarah JONES (1791-1856)
John was baptised on 4 Oct 1782 at Badminton, Glos. He
married his first wife, Mary MORSE on 8 Nov 1808 at
Hawkesbury, most likely at St Mary’s Church where his
sister was married in 1804.
John and his father, John Snr (1748) both lived in the
same region for a long time, hence the Jnr & Snr
qualification. With some documents it was impossible to
determine which of them was involved.
Baptism of John 4 Oct 1782

3. John [Jnr]
bap 4 Oct 1782
Great Badminton, Glos.
d 1849 Bath Som.
m 1. 8 Nov 1808
Hawkesbury, Glos.
m1. Mary MORSE
(1785-1812)
3 children
m2. 29 Nov 1814
Bath, St Michael Som.
Sarah JONES
(1791-1856)
10 children

Gloucestershire, England, Church of England Baptisms, 1538-1813, [1579-1812], Great Badminton
1st Marriage 8 Nov 1808, Mary MORSE Hawkesbury, Glos.

Glos. England, C of E Marriages, 1754-1938, [1754-1812] Hawkesbury, 8 Nov 1808.
This marriage provides a good
indication of the status of the
Goulter family. Mary Morse was
from an upper class family who
lived at Ashmead House in Cam,
near Dursley in Bath. It is unlikely
that she would have married into a
family of lower status.

The County Families of the United Kingdom by Edward Walford

He and Mary had three children who were all born at Petty France, Glos. and
baptised at Hawkesbury:
1. Thomas Morse 1810-1893. Bap 4 Jan 1810. Married Hannah WITCHELL(1810-1862), 2 Sep 1835,
at St James, Taunton, regd. Bristol. They lived in Bristol in 1841 where he was a Customs Officer.
1851, 1856, 1861: 29 Bishop St, Customs Officer; 1871: 1 Franklyn Terrace, Bristol, widower
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(Hannah died 1862) 61yrs, Customs Officer. 1881 & 1891: Station Rd, Almondsbury Glos. Retired,
with a housekeeper. Death registered at Thornbury 3rd Qtr 1893.
Two known children:
1. Morse, born 1839 in London. Became a solicitor, married Sarah Ellen HEANLEY (16 years his
junior) in Spilsby, Lincs. in 1877. No known children. Lived and worked as a solicitor in
Hungerford, Berkshire. He died there on 23 Dec 1900. Sarah lived until 1935. Died in
Lincolnshire, 80 yrs.
2. Arthur William Witchell, born 1841 in Bristol. Baptised at St James, Bristol on 18 June 1843.
Never married. Worked as a land surveyor, engineer. Lived in various upmarket boarding houses
in Bristol, including one that overlooked the Clifton Suspension Bridge. Died in 1914 in Bristol.
2. Henry John 1811-1875. Baptised 8 Jul 1811, Hawkesbury, Glos. He emigrated to Australia pre
1840. Married Anna Maria LANGFORD at St James Episcopalian Church in Melbourne Vic. in 1840
(reported in the Port Phillip Patriot of 19 Oct 1840) He was a Catechist in Tasmania and later a
Chemist in Geelong, Vic. where he had property including a shop and dwelling on Yarra Street.
They had seven known children, all born in Tasmania. As a ‘catechist’ he may have been providing
religious instruction to convicts at Port Arthur.
1. Dora Mary, b 8 Nov 1841, Port Arthur, Regd. Hobart, Tasmania, Aust.– d 1920, Victoria.
m1863, Hugh Fraser CAMERON, 6 known children. Went to the UK for 4 yrs in 1854.
2. Henry John, c Sep 1843, Hobart or Port Arthur, Tasmania - d 5 Mar 1845 at 18 mths of
Consumption. Bur. St Matthews, Rokeby, , Hobart.
3. Henrietta, b 19 Oct 1844 - d 23 Jan 1845, Port Arthur, 3 mths, bur. St Matthews, Rokeby,
Hobart.
4. Mary Jane, b 14 Dec 1845, Port Arthur, Tasmania, Aust. - d 1907, Victoria, Aust.
5. John Langford, b 18 Oct 1847, Port Arthur, Tasmania, Aust. - d 13 May 1831, Queensland,
Aust. m 9 Jul 1883, St Marks, Bellerive, Hobart. Martha BUCHANAN, 2 known children.
6. Enoch, c1853, Victoria, Aust. - d 1875, 25 years, Victoria, Aust.
7. Robert Henry, c1860 Geelong, Vic. Died 27 Dec 1860 Geelong, Vic.
3. Mary Morse 1812-1897. Baptised 16 Oct 1813, Hawkesbury. Married George ALEXANDER, 23
May 1843, Bath SOM. They lived in London where he was a sail cloth merchant in 1851. By 1861 at
a different address in London, a general merchant. In 1871 they were just outside of London at
Stoke Newington where he is an “Australian” merchant. They had three children:
1. Mary Hannah 1844-1910, born London, married John Reid THOMPSON,1881.
2. George Henry 1846-1918, born London, married Harriet Mary LEE, 1877
3. Frances Sarah 1849-1921, born London, never married. Died 13 Apr 1921, Kent.
It is most likely Mary died in childbirth when their third child, Mary Morse was
born. She died at Petty France but was buried at Cam, near Bath,
Gloucestershire, where her family resided and where she had been baptised.
Second Marriage of John (Jnr) 29 Nov 1814 to Sarah JONES
“Mr John Goulter, jun. of Petty France,
to Miss Jones, of Axford Buildings, Bath”
The Monthly Magazine,
Issues 258-264 1815, p581

Somerset, England, Marriage Bonds &
Allegations, 1754-1914, Bath St Michael
[1812-1833], Hawkesbury, 29 Nov 1814
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A year later, on 29 Nov 1814, John married Sarah JONES who would have taken
on three children under five years of age before having ten children of her own.
Sarah was twenty three years old and they married at St Michael’s in Bath SOM.
The North Wales Gazette reported the marriage:
“MARRIED. At Bath, Mr. J. Goulter, jun, of Petty France, to Sarah, only daughter of the late
Rev. Meredith Jones, Vicar of Cowley, Glamorganshire”.
Her father, a Reverend, possibly Non-Conformist, had died a year after her birth.
Many of their children were baptised at the Non-conformist church at Wotton
Under Edge, Glos. - the Tabernacle Calvinistic Methodist Church (TCMC).
Sometimes it was quite a long time after their birth.
John & Sarah had ten children:
1.

John : b1816-1817, Petty France, buried at Hawkesbury, 13 months old.

2.

Eliza Eleanor : b 24 May 1817, Petty France, Non-conformist baptism 20 Aug 1822 at
the Tabernacle Calvinistic Methodist Church, Wotton Under Edge, Glos. Never
married, died May 1888 Chipping Sodbury, Glos. Buried Chipping Sodbury.

3.

Oswald John : b 28 May 1818, Petty France, Non-conformist baptism 20 Aug 1822, d
27 Jul 1835 Weston Super Mare, Som. Buried there. 17 years old.

4.

Sarah Georgiana : b 24 Jul 1820, Petty France, Non-conformist baptism 20 Aug 1822,
married 18 Jun 1840 Bath, George Harvey WOOD, Master Printer, one known child,
Isabel Joanna b 1843, Missionary. Sarah died 17 Sep 1908 Bath, Som. Bur Bathwick.

5.

Paul : b 29 Aug 1822, Petty France, bap. (as above) 22 Jan 1823, died 1824, Petty
France, Hawkesbury, 18 months old. Buried Hawkesbury Glos.

6.

Cyrus : b 5 Aug 1824, Gloucestershire, Non-conformist baptism 4 Nov 1824,
emigrated to Nelson, New Zealand arriving on 1 Feb 1842. He was 17 years old and
listed as a ‘Printer’. Married 1. 1st Oct 1850, Anne Frances Mary REDWOOD (c18291886), 6 children. Married 2. 1888, Frederika Fany (sic) TROLOVE (1868-1956). Cyrus d
17 Feb 1891 Wairau Valley, Marlborough NZ, 1 child.

7.

Lydia : b 3 Jun 1826 Petty France, bap Non-conformist baptism 11 Jul 1826, married
1858, Malmesbury, Charles Richard CURTIS. No children. Lydia died 26 Apr 1859,
Malmesbury, lived at Hullavington, buried Wiltshire.

8.

Paul Hill : b 25 Jun 1828 Widcombe, Bath, bap Non-conformist baptism 9 Aug 1828,
died Jan 1829, 7 months old. Buried Hawkesbury Glos.

9.

Martha Davis : b 16 Jan 1830 Widcombe, Bath, bap Non-conformist baptism 12 Aug
1831. Never married. Died 14 Dec 1878, Bath.

10.

Eugene Meredith : b 9 Jul 1832 Widcombe, Bath, bap Non-conformist baptism 15 Jul
1834. Married Jul 1858, Elizabeth Holloway ANSLEY. Five children, 3 boys, 2 girls.
Emigrated to USA 10 Dec 1870 where they had their fifth child. Eugene died 28 Apr
1898, Boston Mass.

Of these ten children three died as infants and one died a teenager. Only one of
their three daughters married and she only had one child who became a
missionary and never married. Their two surviving sons, Cyrus & Eugene
Meredith both emigrated from England. More on these two at the end of this
chapter.
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John Goulter & Sarah Jones cont.

John & Sarah lived in Petty France up until 1828 where he had land holdings
and partnerships with his father. Their first eight children were born at Petty
France but were baptised at nearby Wotton Under Edge at the TTCM (The
Tabernacle Calvinistic Methodist Church). They married in the Anglican church
and this may have been because the TTCM was not recognised at the time. They
were also buried in an Anglican cemetery. The last three children were born after
they had moved to Bath in about 1828 but they were still baptised at the TTCM
in Wotton Under Edge.
Their address in Bath after 1828 was at 5 Cambridge Place, 19 Caroline
Buildings, Lyncombe & Widcombe. This is a Grade 11 listed, late Georgian, stand
alone, three-storey terrace of twenty houses in a significant part of Bath. They
were first mentioned in 1800 but the date they were built is not known. In 1846
he is also listed at ‘Lebanon Villa’, 5 Cambridge Place, which is probably the same
place.
His occupation is unknown but he was a ‘Gentlemen’ and had substantial wealth
as shown by his will written in 1846 and a Codicil added in 1849. There is
mention of hundreds of pounds, four cottages and a stable at Petty France and
four cottages at Hawkesbury. He was also in at least one partnership with his
father.
Tithe Records list him as Landowner to two different lots of ‘Cottages & gardens’
in the parish of Hawkesbury in 1841. He may have acquired some from his father
prior to his death. There were nine records which encompassed a total of 54
acres.
Interestingly, in his will he names all his remaining children except Eugene
Meredith but he appoints two nephews, Allen Goulter & William Rodway, as
Executors. His Codicil changes the Executors to his son in law, George Wood and
a different nephew, Edmund S Dowling.
At the time of his death on 10 Nov 1849 he was 67 years old and was living at
Somerset Cottage, Prior Park, Bath. His death was reported in The Bristol
Mercury on 17 Nov 1849, stating that he had died at home after a short illness.
He was buried at Bath Abbey Cemetery (St Peter & St Pauls, Plot 4K3).
In 1851 Mary, two of her adult daughters and one servant were still living at 2
Somerset Cottage but she is now listed as a widow, house proprietor and fund
holder. Sarah died on 11 May 1856, age 65, registered at Chipping Sodbury but
is buried with John at Bath Abbey Cemetery. We have no photo of their
headstone but it has been transcribed. Their daughter, Martha is running her
own wool and fancy goods shop in Bath in 1861.
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Deaths of John & Sarah Goulter
John 1849,& Sarah 1856, Bath, SOM
The Bristol Mercury (Bristol, England) Saturday, November 17, 1849; Issue 3113

Burial: St Peter& St Paul, Bath. Church of Eng Burials, Bath Abbey Cemetery 1813-1853, p165

Bath Abbey Cemetery –Memorial Inscriptions (Widcombe Association) Row 4K
In memory of
JOHN GOULTER

Also of
SARAH GOULTER

Who departed this life
NOVEMBER the 10th 1849
Aged 67 years
“Precious in the sight of the Lord
is the death of his Saint” PC__

His beloved wife
Who died May 11th 185Aged 65 years
“Blessed are the dead that die
In the Lord”
REV XIV___

GOULTER

[1856]

Leases & Properties of John Goulter (Jnr.) from 1839-1841 Tithe Records
At this time John had properties in Bath (his residence), Hawkesbury Upton and
Petty France. The one below is for Widcombe, Bath, Plot 317, House & Garden.
The address is not known.
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John Goulter: Tithe records for Hawkesbury & Petty France 1841
This is the transcribed list, original document below)
Note that all of this land is owned by John Goulter. Two are “Cottages & Gardens”, one a “Stable
and Yard”. The remaining are land only.
There are also 2 listings for his elder sister, Mary Maria Goulter.

Excerpt of Original Document with Plots 215, 216, 217 & 595 & 226, 227

215
216
217
595
(See map on
226
next page for
these 2 plots) 227

Petty France
226 &227

Hawkesbury Upton
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Rock House
“Rock House”, later “Manor House”,
Lot 232. Where his mother,
Elizabeth died in 1822. Currently
known as ‘Le Weekend’ (see Ch 2)
In the Village of Hawkesbury Upton:
Lot 360b John Goulter, landowner : William
Pinchen & others, occupiers, Cottages &
Gardens.
[Doc No: GDRT1/97 1841]

Prior to Manor
House it was known
as “Rock House”

360b

Lot 226 John Goulter, landowner : Lewis Bradshaw
Riley, occupier, Stable & Yard (at the time)
Lot 227 John Goulter, landowner : Lewis Bradshaw
Riley, occupier, Cottages & Gardens (would have
been demolished and replaced with the newer
homes)
[Both Doc No: GDR T1/97 1841]

Petty France Google Satellite Image 2020
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A little more on John & Sarah’s two surviving sons, Cyrus & Eugene:
Cyrus’s life and family is worth a story in itself which I will leave to others. But I
do want to include a profile because of his significance to New Zealand. Firstly, a
little history of New Zealand is required. The New Zealand Company arrived in
New Zealand in 1839. The Queen's Sovereignty over the Middle Island was
proclaimed on 17 June 1840 but there was no definite form of constitutional
government in Marlborough until the Provincial Councils Ordinance was passed
in 1848. In 1853, the whole of the northern portion of the Middle Island was
included in the Province of Nelson.
During 1842, over three thousand people were brought into Nelson by the New
Zealand Company in twenty four ships. By the end of February 1842 there were
500 settlers in Nelson and another 1500 on the way. The first emigrant vessel
into Nelson was the Fifeshire which arrived 1 February 1842, which is considered
the date of establishment of the settlement.
Cyrus, born on 5 Aug 1824, was among these emigrants. He was just seventeen
years old and listed as a ‘Printer’, not a surveyor, on the passenger list. The ship
had sailed from London on 17 Sep 1841. On arrival in Nelson he camped with
three of his fellow passengers, Alfred Saunders, John Cotterell and Isaac Hill. Hill
was appointed cook, but on the first Saturday following their arrival nearly
poisoned himself and his companions with a pudding made of poisonous tutu
berries.
Cyrus was a surveyor (although he probably began as an assistant) and was later
associated with Joseph Ward and William Budge in the survey of the Wairau
Plain. Joseph Ward was born in 1817 at Staffordshire, England, the son of Anne
Redwood and her husband, Joseph Ward, an estate agent and tenant farmer on
the Tixall estate. Ward was for a period a surveyor and estate agent at Tixall,
where he married Martha Redwood in England in 1842. After their marriage
Joseph and Martha Ward, her parents and siblings emigrated to Nelson arriving
on the George Fyfe on 12 December 1842. Her sister, Anne Frances Mary
Redwood was only thirteen at the time but she later married Cyrus who she
would have met through Joseph Ward.
The Nelson Māori initially profited by supplying the new settlers with food, but
relations began to sour when the company and the Crown reneged on some of the
purchase terms. When the company decided to push ahead with plans to survey
the Wairau plains, matters took a turn for the worse.
Cyrus and Cotterell were on a surveying expedition on the banks of the Opawa
River when they were approached by the local Maoris who said they were to
continue no further with their work. Without animosity the surveyors were
informed that the sooner they returned to Nelson the better it would be for them.
Cyrus returned by land, selecting the land which he later acquired and named
Hawkesbury, after his birthplace in England. His companion returned by boat.
They returned and told their story and the unfortunate events that followed, the
Wairau massacre, resulted with the killing of twenty two settlers and four Maoris.
In March 1847 the Nelson Examiner and New Zealand Chronicle reports the
discovery by Messrs. Ward, H Redwood and Goulter of a short and practical route
to the Wairau from the Waimea by only crossing one low ridge of hills. Later in
the year they assisted in the survey of the Wairau. In 1849–50 they both
surveyed Waitohi (Picton) and Cyrus took up his land in the Omaka Valley.
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On 1 Oct 1850 Cyrus married Anne Frances Mary REDWOOD (1829-1886) at
Waimea, Marlborough NZ. After his marriage he took up sheep farming and he
and Anne had six children: Agnes Mary (1851-1874); Charles Francis Joseph
(1854-1935); Laura Katherine Mary (1855-1939); Redwood Felix (1857-1933);
Constance Mary (1859-1935); Amy Mary Ann (1864-1925). Both of his sons were
notable in their own right and both were surveyors. All three were farmers and
sheep breeders of great renown. One source confirms Charles early involvement:
'in his early twenties he was sent by his father to South Australia & Tasmania where he
purchased purebred merino rams and ewes which formed the foundation of the famous
Hawkesbury, Murray and Tasmanian merino strains..."
(Evening Post, Vol CXIX, Iss 42, 19 Feb 1935, p.11 : Charles death)
This visit to Australia was probably to visit Cyrus’s cousin, Eber Goulter, in
South Australia. Cyrus and his family were life long residences of the
Marlborough district of New Zealand.
Anne died in 1886 and two years later in 1888 Cyrus married Frederika Fany
TROLOVE. Cyrus was now sixty four years old while Frederika was only twenty
one. They had a daughter, Gwendolyn Elinor Georgina Trolove in 1890 (the full
story can be found on “Ancestry.com”).
Cyrus died on 17 Feb 1891 in Hawkesbury at sixty six years of age. He left
behind four daughters from his first marriage, Agnes Mary SHEATH, Laura
Catherine WARD, Amy Mary Ann TROLOVE, and Constance Mary GOULTER
(who was in the Convent at Wellington). Also two sons, Charles and Redwood
Goulter. From his second marriage, was Gwendolyn Elinor Georgiana Trolove
GOULTER, just two years of age.
Frederika took her daughter back to visit her family in Lincolnshire, England,
sadly where Gwendolyn died at just four years of age. Frederika returned to New
Zealand and in 1897 married Edward William BUCKERIDGE. They had at least
one child, Mavid Enid, b1905 but died in 1927.
In 2005 his property was owned by his great, great grandson, Robert Home
(Hume) Goulter. There is so much more to this family that will not be covered
here.

-----------------

Child 4 of John & Elizabeth Goulter, James, is dealt with in the next Chapter. He is
our direct ancestor and will be covered more fully.
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CHART 4a Marr 1
m1 27 Apr 1811
Hawkesbury,
Glos.
Sarah ALLEN
1785-1821

(Child 4 of John Goulter & Elizabeth Roach)
DIRECT ANCESTOR
m2 10 Apr 1824
St James Parish, Glos.
Mary COMELY
1803-1881

Gen 9 DIRECT ANCESTOR
James b. c1787 Great Badminton, Glos.
bap 3 Apr 1787 Great Badminton, Glos.
d 14 Mar 1857 buried St Mary’s, Acton
Turville, Glos.

6 children All born in Acton Turville: 1st Marriage
1. Allen
1812-1894
m 1841
Sarah
RODWAY 1
Farmer:
Lived
Hawkesbury

2. Mary
Maria
1814-1842
m 1834
William
PEARCE
Chemist
Chipping
Sodbury

3. James
1815-1891
m 1839
Mary A R
GREENMAN
Farmer:

4. Daniel
1817-1840
Hawkesbury

23yrs

5. John 1818 - ?
m1 1843 Ann
E THOMPSON
m2 1855 Eliza
COOK
Grocer, draper,
maltster, farmer
Chipping
Sodbury

Hullavington
Acton Turville
Littleton Drew

6. Thomas
1821-1891
m 1846
Jane
BURROWS
To Canada
prior to
1856

12 children All born in Acton Turville: 2nd Marriage, Chapter 6

* 6. Mary
Elizabeth
1831-1832

* 5. Joseph
1831-1831

* Infant twins buried at
St Mary’s, Acton Turville.

4. Theophilus
1829-1906
m1 1858 Ellen
HANKS
m2 1868
Jane Wood
COOPER
Farmer
Emig to US
after 1879

7. George
1832-1908
Emig to Sth
Aust 1850
“British
Empire”
m1 1859
Emily
CURNOW
m2 1867
Maria
MASTER
Lived Yorke
Peninsula SA

8. Mary
Elizabeth
1834-1913
m 1857
Edward
Thomas
WOOD
Lived
Cardiff,
Moreton in
the Marsh,
Cheltenham
Glos.

9. Ann
Matilda
1836-1837
Buried St
Mary’s,
Acton Turville

3. Eber
1827-1899
Emig 1849
South Aust.
m 1858
Mary Ann
WOODS
Farmer at
Crystal Brook
SouthAust.

10. Albert
1839-1886
m 1869
Cardiff,
Wales.
Ann Elizabeth
ALEXANDER
d Pontypridd,
Glamorganshire,
Wales
1871 Ship’s
Chandler

2. Ezra
1826-1899
m 1860 Sarah
DAVIS, Bath UK
Emig 1860 to
Melbourne,
Vic. Australia
Photographer

11. ALFRED
1841-1912
Emig to Vic. Aust.

1865
m 6 Apr 1874
Melbourne Vic.
Ann WHITE
1845-1919
1875 Draper in
Melb.
1885 Prahran,
Melb
1886 Colac, Vic.
Farmer
DIRECT ANCESTOR

4.2

1. William
Comely
1825-1901
Chemist
m. 1847 Betsy
DESPLAN
Lived in Bristol
Died in asylum

12. Edward
1843-1899
m 1886 Kate
PHELPS
Moved to
Wales,
Accountant,
then a publican
in London.
Died in London

4. James Goulter & m1 Sarah Allen
CHAPTER 4 - James GOULTER & m1. Sarah ALLEN
Child 4. of John Goulter & Elizabeth Roach:
James Goulter 1787-1857 [DIRECT ANCESTOR]
James was the youngest of John & Elizabeth’s
four children. The baptism record for Great
Badminton, Glos. states he was ‘privately
baptised’ on 3 April 1787 and then ‘admitted to
the church on 20 Jan 1788’.
To put this in perspective, this was about the
same time that Captain Arthur Phillip and the
First Fleet landed in Australia to begin the new
colony on 26 Jan 1788.
Baptism of James 3 Apr 1787, Great Badminton, Glos.

4. James Gen 9
bap 3 April 1787,
Great Badminton Glos.
d 14 Mar 1857 Acton Turville
and
m1. Sarah ALLEN (1785-1821)
2 May 1811, Hawkesbury
6 children
m 2. Mary COMELY
[DIRECT ANCESTOR]
(1803-1881)
m2. 10 Apr 1824
St James Parish, Bristol
12 children

Glos. Eng, C of E Baptisms, 1538-1813, Great Badminton 1768-1812
1st Marriage: Sarah ALLEN, 2 May 1811, Hawkesbury Glos.
When he was twenty four years old he married his first wife, Sarah ALLEN, on
2nd May 1811 in the parish of Hawkesbury. The Marriage Bond stated: "The
groom and Daniel Allen are bound in the some of 200 pound, to marry at
Hawkesbury. James, of Hawkesbury, farmer; Sarah of Hawkesbury, spinster”.
They were married by licence, not banns, and James signed his own name.
Further confirmation of their literacy and education.

Gloucestershire, Eng, Church of England Marriages, 1754-1938, Hawkesbury 1754-1812
Sarah Allen was the daughter of Daniel ALLEN & Esther/Hester HOPKINS. The
family were from Kingswood, near Wotton Under Edge and her parents had
married there on 21 Apr 1782. Sarah was born on 3 Aug and baptised on 31 Aug
at nearby Charfield. Her parents were buried at Hawkesbury. The headstone was
engraved with:
“Sacred to the memory of Esther, wife of Daniel Allen of this parish who departed this life
Feb 8th 1818 aged 55yrs. Also of Elizabeth their daughter who died in her infancy. Likewise
of Sarah, wife of James Goulter and daughter of the above Daniel and Esther Allen who died
Aug 23rd 1821, aged 36 years. Sacred to the memory of Daniel Allen, yeoman, above
named who died Feb 5th 1821 aged 66 years.”
Sarah’s father left his estate to his son Daniel and his six grandchildren, the
children of James & Sarah.
4.3

Goulters of the Cotswolds & Beyond
Land Tax & Electoral Roll Records
We have records which show that from the time of their marriage James & Sarah
were at Limes Farm, on the corner of Luckington Rd & The Street, Acton Turville.
The 1812 Survey shows he was farming 287 acres and paying ten pound three
shillings tax to the Duke of Beaufort. He was also listed in Farm Overseers
records in 1814.
Tax Record 1814

Gloucestershire, Eng, Land Tax Records 1713-1833. Grumbolds Ash Hundred, Acton Turville 1814

James & Sarah had six children between 1812 and 1821 when Sarah died, most
likely in childbirth with Thomas.
There children were:
1. Allen 1812
2. Mary Maria 1814
3. James 1815
4. Daniel 1817
5. John 1818
6. Thomas 1821
When Sarah died James was left with six children, the youngest a new born
infant and the eldest nine years old. However, he didn’t marry for the second
time immediately as often happened. Three years later in 1824 he married Mary
COMELY. How did he manage for three years with such a young family? His
mother died just a year later in 1822 at 72 years, so would not have been able to
assist.
So what became of the six children of his 1st marriage with Sarah ALLEN? They
are not direct ancestors but their lives help to build a picture of the family.
Following is a summary of each of them.
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The Children of James Goulter ’s 1st Marriage to Sarah ALLEN
All of the children were baptised at Acton Turville, Glos.
Child 1. of James Goulter & Sarah Allen:
ALLEN 1812-1894 & Sarah RODWAY, Court Farm, Hawkesbury : Farmers
Allen was baptised on 24 May 1812. He married local girl Sarah RODWAY, 13
May 1841 at Hawkesbury, Glos.
In 1841 Allen show on the Tithe records for Lot 469, Pound Farm, leasing from
the Earl of Liverpool. All up there are twelve lots in his name which are mostly
the land surrounding the farm house (Lots 1401, 467, 468, 469, 470, 471, 472,
473, 474, 475, 476 & 477.)
Across the road at Court Farm on Lot 565, is Daniel Allen, probably his mother’s
brother or father with Court Farm, leased from Earl of Liverpool and Sir George
Banks Jenkinson.
In 1851 Allen provided employment for 7 labourers on their 296 acre farm. Their
only child, Daniel Allen was born in 1853. In 1861 Allen employed 8 men and 3
boys, still in the St Mary’s region of Hawkesbury, so probably the same farm.
According to the 1871 Census they were farming 468 acres at ‘Hawkesbury Rd’,
Hawkesbury, which would have been Court Farm as local directories of 18701879 places them there. Their son Daniel is now 17 years old, and they are now
employing 11 men, 5 women and 3 boys. Allen & Sarah also have Daniel Allen
RODWAY, their 25 year old nephew with them but living on “interest of money”.
In the 1881 Census they are still at Court Farm (now 371 acres) with just a dairy
maid and general servant. Their son Daniel, now 27, has married and is farming
98 acres across the road at Pound Farm with his wife, Mary Ann. Mary Ann was
his first cousin, daughter of James Goulter & Mary Ann Richards Greenman.
They have two daughters, Kate S, two years and & Birtha M, one year.
Baptism: Allen
24 May 1812

Marriage: Allen & Sarah RODWAY 13 May 1841
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Tithe Map 1841 Hawkesbury

Hawkesbury
Court Farm
Pound

1879
Kelly’s Directory

1881 Census, Hawkesbury Glos. Court Farm & Pound Farm

1891 Census, Hawkesbury

Burial : Allen 1894
St Mary’s, Hawkesbury

Glos. Eng, Church of Eng Burials 1813-1988. Hawkesbury 1884-1951
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Court Farm, Hawkesbury

Google Streetview Images

Court & Pound Farms, Hawkesbury

Historic Court Farm, Hawkesbury
"Court Farm has an old Cotswold stone farmhouse. The ground rises steeply at the rear of the farm
where the cattle grazed. The cows were milked by women by hand on and the milk churns were
brought down to the farm by the men with the churns on their heads. Court Farm is situated on the
edge of common land and as such had grazing rights on the Common. The farmhouse itself has great
character and has been used by film makers, and recently [c1980s] used for a sequence in a film
being made of 'Kidnapped' from the book by Robert Louis Stevenson. The book is about Scotland but
the farmhouse suited the film makers for an episode. Hawkesbury Manor was pulled down in the last
century but the estate has remained in the possession of the Jenkinson family. James Goulter was
Steward of the Estate."

[This information was provided by an English Goulter descendant, Edith Bloomfield, in 1983. She
was able to access the primary records. As yet, I have found no proof that a “James Goulter” was
Steward of the Estate. And which “James Goulter”? It is possibly James, the son of James Goulter
& Sarah Allen, b 1815. This needs further investigation. Allen’s father, James, married in
Hawkesbury in 1811. He was in Acton Turville in 1841 and there are two accounts of female
servants being absent from his employ in Acton Turville in 1827 and 1835 so it is unlikely to be
him.]
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At 78 years in 1891, Allen has left farming and is working as a land agent and
auctioneer. He and Sarah live in a private house in Hawkesbury and have one
general servant. Daniel & Mary may still have Pound Farm, but the record only
mentions ‘Farm House’. They now have 6 daughters and a governess. A son,
Daniel was born in 1891 but died at just 2 hours old.
Mary died at Hawkesbury and was buried in the churchyard of St Mary’s,
Hawkesbury, on 6 Sep 1892. Allen was also buried there on 12 Oct 1894. In
1895, possibly after the death of his parents, Daniel and his family emigrated to
Manitoba, Canada. Daniel died at Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada on 16 Dec
1923.

Historic Context of Hawkesbury

23

Originally, the hamlet of Hawkesbury was more important due to it
being the former site of a Monastic Grange and subsequently a
Medieval Manor. Church Farm (grade II listed) to the west of the church
is thought to include parts of the Monastic Grange constructed around
1500. The main north-east wing of Church Farm was formerly the
monastic malt house where barley would have been laid out to dry prior
to brewing. After the dissolution of the Abbey of Pershore in 1539 the
medieval manor developed. Hawkesbury declined in importance and it
seems likely that much of the population moved to Hawkesbury Upton
during the 17th and 18th centuries which was involved in the weaving
trade.
Location: Hawkesbury enjoys a hidden and sheltered position as it
nestles in a wooded coombe at the foot of the Cotswold scarp. It
comprises the church and a small scattering of historic buildings and
farms. Approaching the settlement from Upton the road plunges down
to Hawkesbury via a steep narrow road tightly enclosed by the valley
sides and woodland. Adjoining the church at the bottom of the coombe
the land form opens out allowing attractive views up Hawkesbury Knoll.
Alongside the church are the Old Parsonage and Church Farm with
Court Farm and Pound Farm further away round a bend in the road.
Remains of the monastery have been found on the opposite side of the
road to Court Farm. The buildings are all listed of special historic
interest and materials are traditionally rubble stone and render with
stone tiles to roofs.24

4.8

4. James Goulter & m1 Sarah Allen
St Mary’s Church, Hawkesbury
This was main church for many of the Goulter baptisms, marriages and burials and has a
wonderful history. It would be a very interesting hamlet to visit., particularly with nearby Court
& Pound Farms.
Dominating the hamlet of Hawkesbury is the Church of St Mary which dates back to the 12th
century and is on the site of a Saxon church that was mentioned in the Domesday Book. In the
15th Century a massive tower was constructed at the west end of the nave. In it is a chimney,
the smoke passing out through a stone opening in the north wall. Over the north porch is a
small chamber with a fireplace, fitted benches, and an ancient Parish chest. The south porch
also contains a simple chamber with a fireplace. The height of the church is particularly striking,
as is its formidable size which gives some indication of the previous importance of the
settlement. It now seems so out of place. The churchyard is surrounded by yews. There are 170
marked graves which include 87 chest tombs

25

From a postcard in our collection.
On the verso: “from a print
original used in Biglands’s History
of Gloucester, 1786”

This is a substantial church for such a small hamlet but its history shows that
25
it once was the important centre in the region.
[Geograph] © Copyright Ray Bird and licensed for reuse under creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0
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Child 2. of James Goulter & Sarah Allen:
MARY MARIA 1814-1842 & William PEARCE 1816- ?
Chipping Sodbury : Chemist/Druggist
Mary Maria was baptised 12 Jan 1814. She appears to have been named after
her aunt, Mary Maria, first child of John Goulter & Elizabeth Roach.
On 15 April 1834 when she was 20 years old she married William PEARCE at St
Mary Magdalen, Tormarton, Glos. William was a Chemist/Druggist and in 1841
they lived at Chipping Sodbury with two of their four known children.
Their children were: Helen 1836-d1837, Elizabeth Allen 1837-1881, William Allen
1838-1910, Samuel Goulter 1840-1840. Sadly, two of the children died as infants
and Mary Maria died at just 26 in 1842 at Chipping Sodbury. Her two remaining
children had provision made for them in her father’s will.
William moved to Bristol and married Charlotte Augusta PERRIN in 1846 and
had four more children. In 1861 he was a wholesale druggist employing twenty
men, six boys, seven women and four girls. He later went on to be a surgeons’
mechanist (a person skilled in the design or construction of machinery) and they
moved to Cardiff in Wales.
The eldest of Mary Maria’s two surviving children, Elizabeth Allen PEARCE
married her first cousin, Gabriel Daniel Allen GOULTER (son of James Goulter &
Mary Ann Greenman) in Bristol in 1872, and they emigrated to Canada. Elizabeth
died in Ontario in 1881. Gabriel then went to New Zealand where he remarried.
Their other surviving son, William Allen, b 1838, married a “Mary Elizabeth”.
They lived in Bristol where they had seven children and he worked as a druggist
and surgeon’s mechanist, like his father before him. They both died in Bristol, he
in 1910 and Mary Elizabeth in 1928 .
Baptism: Acton Turville 12th Jan 1814

Marriage: 15 Apr 1834
Parish of Acton Turville,
Tormarton & Littleton
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Child 3. of James Goulter & Sarah Allen:
JAMES 1815-1891 & Mary Ann Richards GREENMAN 1812-1899
Court Farm, Hawkesbury, Acton Turville & Manor Farm, Littleton Drew :
Farmers
James was baptised on 13 Aug 1815 at Acton Turville. On 18 Mar 1839 he
married Mary Ann Richards GREENMAN (1812-1889) in Hullavington Glos.
Their children: Gabriel Daniel Allen (twin) 1840-1931; John Richards (twin) 1840
-1921; Joseph James 1845-1857; Sarah Mary Maria 1847-1933; Thomas Robert
Osborne 1849-1909; Mary Ann 1850.
Baptism: James, 13 Aug 1815, Acton Turville

Marriage: 18 Mar 1839, Hullavington Wilts.

Baptism of twins, 1842,
Hullavington Wilts.

1841 Census, Court Farm, Hullavington Wilts : farming 500 acres, with their one year old twin
sons (This is not connected to Court Farm, Hawkesbury)

(this was indexed
as ‘Gouther’)
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1851 James and Mary Ann were still farming 500 acres at Court Farm,
Hullavington, employing 20 labourers. Although Court Farm is not specified we
can assume they are still there. They have four children with them: James
(Joseph James) 5, Sarah 4, Osborne (Thomas Robert Osborne) 2, Mary Ann 8
months, also a dairy maid, house maid and nursery maid. The twins, John
Richards & Gabriel Daniel Allen (baptised 5 Mar 1842, 2 yrs old) must have been
elsewhere. They would have been 10 years old. The eldest child, James (Joseph
James) later died and was buried at Littleton Drew in 1857.
1851 Census, Hawkesbury Glos.

By 1861, 2 properties: Hollybush Farm, Acton Turville & Manor Farm, Littleton
Drew. Significant changes for the family. They are no longer at Court Farm,
Hullavington, but now have two properties, one in Acton Turville and the other at
adjoining Littleton Drew. Geographically the two farms are closely linked. The
census doesn’t specify Manor Farm but it is confirmed in other documents. We
are also investigating whether he took on the remainder of the lease on Goulter’s
Mill & Farm, we have no evidence yet.
James & Mary Ann R are living in the village of Acton Turville, farming 500 acres
with one servant and employing 15 workers. They have now taken over the farm
to the east of the village, possibly when his elder brother took over Court Farm.
We believe the farm house they lived in and the attached farm was Hollybush
Farm, now Grade 11 listed and previously leased jointly by his father, James,
and William Arnold (see Tithes for 1839). At the same time, some of the children
were at the “Farm house” (Manor Farm) in the village of Littleton Drew. Gabriel
21, is listed as head of the household, Thomas R Osborne 12, at school, Mary
Ann 10, housekeeper, and one 15 year old general servant. The family were
operating both properties and the parents were probably spending time at both.
John Richards was with his uncle, Daniel Allen, at Hawkesbury.
1. 1861 Census, Acton Turville: James & Mary Ann in the village. (Note that there is a Littleton
Drew Lane, which leads to Littleton Drew)

2. 1861 Census, Littleton Drew: shows their children, Gabriel, head of the house, Thomas & Mary A.
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1871 Acton Turville: Finds James and Mary still in the same situation in Acton
Turville but they have a housekeeper/boarder and one domestic servant. So in
1871 that only left the sisters, Sarah Mary Maria, 24yrs unmarried, & Mary Ann
20yrs and also unmarried, back at Manor Farm, Littleton Drew. They had one
14yr old domestic servant.
1. 1871 Census, Acton Turville (Hollybush Farm)

2. 1871 Census, Littleton Drew, Manor Farm, their daughters still at Manor Farm

Manor Farm, Littleton Drew - as opposed to a current property called Manor Farm at Grittleton,
which it could easily be confused with. Older maps need to be consulted, such as the one below.

‘Manor Farm’ sign can just be seen on the gate post. (Google Streetview)
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1881 Manor Farm, Littleton Drew
James & Mary Ann R are now listed only at Manor Farm, Littleton Drew. They are
no longer farming two properties. They now only have 169 acres employing 5
workers. Now in their 60s they have just one daughter with them, Sarah Mary
Maria, now 34, unmarried. The census entry following ‘Manor Farm’ is for
“Goulter Cottages” in the village, although there is only one family mentioned.
Mary Ann died at Manor Farm on 6 Jul 1889, aged 78, prior to the next census,
but James whereabouts in 1891 are unknown. One year later James, now 77,
died on 30 Dec 1891 at Manor Farm . They are both buried at Littleton Drew.
The 1881 Census for Littleton Drew, Wiltshire Note ‘Goulter Cottages’

26

Hollybush Farm , Grade 11 Listed, Acton Turville Full details won’t be included here as research has shown that he has taken over half of his father’s leased holdings after his death. However, this is the farmhouse James Jnr & Mary Ann Greenman occupied along with that of Manor
Farm as shown in the census records. His father did not live in this farmhouse as he lived just up
the road at the farmhouse of Limes Farm.

‘Hollybush Farm’ sign can be seen on the
brick wall to the right of the red letter box.

www.picturesofengland.com/England/Gloucestershire/Acton_Turville/
pictures/1200990

Google Streetview
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A Summary of the Children of James & Mary Ann Richards GREENMAN:
1. Twin, Gabriel Daniel Allen : b 1840 Hullavington, married his first cousin,
Elizabeth Allen PEARCE in Bristol 1872 and they emigrated to USA/Canada. She
was the daughter of William PEARCE & Mary Maria GOULTER. His wife died in
Ontario in 1881 and he moved to New Zealand where he married Alice Maud
PEARCE in 1902. He died 11 May 1931 in Auckland NZ.
2. Twin, John Richards : b 1840 Hullavington, emigrated to Washington USA in
1865 where he married Jennie Louise MORAN, an Irish girl, in 1872. They had
one child, Allen James in 1880 in Oysterville, Washington. John Richards died
there in 1921.
3. Joseph James : b 1845 Hullavington, died at Littleton Drew in 1857, just
thirteen years old.
4. Sarah Mary Maria : b 1847 Hullavington, also emigrated to Canada, date
unknown, probably after the death of her parents. She died in Victoria, British
Columbia in 1933.
5. Thomas Robert Osborne : b 1849 Hullavington, emigrated to the US and was
naturalized on 18 Aug 1871 at Pacific, Washington. He married Lydia D
JOHNSON in Oysterville on 27 Jul 1872 but they divorced in 1885. He died in
Oysterville, Pacific County on 10 Jun 1909 at 60 years. There is a very
interesting history of these Goulter’s in Oysterville which deserve a separate
story.
6. Mary Ann : b 1850 Hullavington, married her first cousin, Daniel Allen
GOULTER (son of Allen Goulter & Sarah Rodway) in Chippenham in 1877 and
they also emigrated to Canada in 1901. They had seven children, 6 girls and one
boy. Mary Ann died on 12 November 1926 at Saskatchewan, Canada.
All of James & Mary’s children emigrated to Canada at various times after their
parents deaths in 1889 and 1891 respectively.
Burials & Probate of James & Mary at Littleton Drew, 1891 & 1889
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Child 4. of James Goulter & Sarah Allen:
DANIEL 1817-1840
Daniel was baptised at Acton Turville on 7 Jan 1817 by William W Burne, Rector
of Grittleton. Nothing is known of his life as he died at just 23 years in March
1840. He was buried in the Parish of Hawkesbury. The officiating minister was
James Barry.
Baptism: Acton Turville 7 Jan 1817

Burial: Hawkesbury 26 Mar 1840

Glos. Eng, Church of Eng Burials, 1813-1988. Hawkesbury 1813-1884
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Child 5. of James Goulter & Sarah Allen:
JOHN 1818-c1871/81 & 1. Ann Ellen THOMPSON 2. Eliza COOK
Hawkesbury, Chipping Sodbury - Inn keeper, Grocer & Draper, Maltster, Farmer
John was baptised 24 Jun 1818 at Acton Turville.

Of the six children he was the most diverse. The 1841 Census shows him as a
20yr old Innkeeper at Acton Turville although in reality he was closer to 23yrs.
This first census was the most inaccurate as it rounded ages up and down. His
younger brother, Thomas, 15yrs (actual closer to 20), is with him. It seems very
young to be an Innkeeper but many inns were very small.

On the 9 Jan 1843 he married Ann Ellen THOMPSON (b1819) at St Philip & St
Jacob Church, Bristol, but by 1851 he has moved to Hawkesbury Upton in the
Parish of Hawkesbury. Both he and his wife are operating a Grocer & Draper
store and employing a shop assistant and house servant.
1851 Census, Hawkesbury Upton

In 1855, Ann Ellen, died and was buried on 2nd March in the Parish of
Hawkesbury. She was only 36 years old.
Burial: Ann Ellen, 1855, Upton, Hawkesbury.
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On 9 Jun 1855, later the same year as Ellen’s death, John then married Eliza
COOK in the Parish Church of Chipping Sodbury. He was still a Grocer at
Hawkesbury Upton at the time.

2nd Marriage, Eliza Cook, Chipping Sodbury 1855

Eliza, the daughter of William COOK, was born in 1818 at Iron Acton, Glos. She
was a ‘spinster’ Inn Keeper at Chipping Sodbury when she married John Goulter
in 1855. However, she had a relationship, but not marriage, with Thomas WATTS
and had five children with him between 1839 and 1850. We don’t know why they
didn’t marry. An earlier census shows Eliza as a ‘Housekeeper’ for Thomas Watts
at the Royal Oak Inn in Chipping Sodbury. Thomas Watts is listed as publican
but he also had extensive interests including that of a maltster. In 1851 she
names their youngest son Tom Watts COOK, so the relationship couldn’t be
mistaken. He is recorded as “Thomas, son of Eliza Cook, reputed father, Thomas
Watts”. His sister’s baptism record states “Sarah Ann, baseborn daughter of Eliza
COOK”. Their children were: George 1839, Sarah Ann 1841, Jane 1844, Mary
1846 and Tom Watts Jnr 1850. Sarah died in 1859 and Mary in 1865. Both of
them are named on a headstone at St John the Baptist Church at Chipping
Sodbury under the name of their father, WATTS. Their father is also buried there.
By 1861 John has turned his hand to farming 30 acres and is also listed as a
Maltster (brewing industry). They are in Broad St, Chipping Sodbury with George
23, Jane 18, Thomas 11– listed as “son in law” & daughter in law”. This was
incorrect as they were step-children. Also listed are John & Eliza’s own children,
twins, John & Laura, born in 1858 and now 3 years old. They also have one
house servant.
1861 Census, Chipping Sodbury, Broad St
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Baptism of Twins, John & Laura, 12 Sep 1858, Chipping Sodbury

In 1870 John is still listed in Kelly’s Directory for Chipping Sodbury as a
shopkeeper in Broad St while the 1871 census shows he has increased the size of
his farm in Chipping Sodbury to 360 acres, but is still in Broad Street. It is likely
that Eliza ran the shop while he managed the farm. Listings always used the male
as proprietors unless it was a widow. Step son, Tom, is still with them but at
20yrs is working elsewhere as a farm bailiff. John & Laura are now 12 years old
and at school and there are also two more children, James 9yrs (b1862) and Allen
7yrs (b1864).
1871 Census, Chipping Sodbury, Broad St

John is believed to have died within the next ten years as he doesn’t appear in
the 1881 census with Eliza.
His wife, Eliza, appears at 18 New Gloster (sic) Rd, Iron Acton in West Glos., the
town of her birth which was only about 4 miles away. Her son, Thomas, now 31
and her daughter, Laura, 22, both with no occupation, are with her. She is listed
as an ‘Annuitant’, so she would have been a self supporting widow. Eliza died in
1888 back at Chipping Sodbury, aged 70. She was buried in the parish on 26
May 1888. No record has been found for John’s death as yet.

Eliza’s Burial 26 May 1888
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Child 6. of James Goulter & Sarah Allen:
THOMAS 1821-1891 & Jane BURROWS
Hawkesbury, Farmer - To Canada after 1849
Thomas, the youngest son, was baptised on 17 Feb 1822 by Newdigate Poyntz at
St Mary’s Church, Hawkesbury.
Baptism, Acton Turville 1822

Glos. Eng. Church of England Baptisms 1813-1913. Acton Turville 1822
Very little is known of his life in England. In the first census of 1841 he was with
his elder brother, John, who was inn keeping at Acton Turville. When he was
twenty five he married Jane BURROWS on 21 Apr 1846 at St Mary’s Church in
Hawkesbury. Jane lived at nearby Upton where her father was an Inn Keeper.
By the time of the next census in 1851 they had emigrated to Canada where they
settled at Barry, Simcoe, Ontario.

Marriage, St Mary’s Parish Church, Hawkesbury, 1846

Their first child, Lucy Jane was born in 1849 at Chipping Sodbury before the
family emigrated to Canada where they had four more known children: Ann E M
1855, Dan T 1859, Elizabeth 1862 & William Macwarr 1864.
Thomas died in 1891 in York, Ontario, Canada. He was the only one of James &
Sarah ALLEN’s six children to emigrate from England whereas five of James &
Mary Comely’s children emigrated to either the USA, Canada, New Zealand or
Australia.
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CHAPTER 5 - GEN 9 James GOULTER & m 2. Mary COMELY
Direct Ancestors
In this chapter we will deal with direct
ancestors, James (4th child of John Goulter &
Elizabeth Roach) and his second wife, Mary
COMELY.
Mary was the daughter of Aldam & Prudence
COMELY. She was baptised on 7 Aug 1803 at
Sopwith, Wiltshire, but the family had moved
to Acton Turville by 1816.

4. James Gen 9
bap 3 April 1787,
Great Badminton Glos.
m2. 10 Apr 1824, St James, Bristol Glos
d 14 Mar 1857 Acton Turville
m 2. Mary COMELY (1803-1881)
bap 7 Aug 1803 Wiltshire
bur 6 Dec 1881 Acton Turville
12 children

Three years after his first wife Sarah Allen’s death on 10 Apr 1824, James
married Mary COMELY, this time in St James Parish, in Bristol. Why Bristol? We
don’t know. Was there opposition to their marriage? There were no family
witnesses. James was now thirty seven years old but Mary was just twenty one a sixteen year age gap. It is possible she may have been working for him to help
with the children and a relationship developed. How hard must it have been to
take on six young children and then have twelve more children of her own - and
she had a child every one to two years, including twins, up until 1843 when she
was forty years of age. So James fathered eighteen children in total.
See CHART 4, p4.2 - it is also repeated on the next page for easy referral.
Baptism of Mary COMELY, 7 Aug 1803, Sopworth, Wiltshire

Wiltshire, Eng, Church of England
Baptisms, 1538-1812
Sopworth Parish Registers 1753-1812

Marriage: 10 Apr 1824
St James Parish, Bristol. We don’t
know the name of the church
where they married. The bigger
question is why Bristol?
Eng, Select Marriages, 1538-1973
FHL film no: 1596541. Indexed as
‘Poulter’
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(Child 4 of John Goulter & Elizabeth Roach)
CHART 4b Marr 2
m1 27 Apr 1811
Hawkesbury,
Glos.
Sarah ALLEN
1785-1821

Gen 9 DIRECT ANCESTOR
James b. c1787 Great Badminton, Glos.
bap 3 Apr 1787 Great Badminton, Glos.
d 14 Mar 1857 buried St Mary’s, Acton
Turville, Glos.

DIRECT ANCESTOR
m2 10 Apr 1824
St James Parish, Glos.
Mary COMELY
1803-1881

Their six 6 children have already been dealt with.
This is the same as Chart 4a on p 4.2 It is here again for easy
referral to the 12 children of James & Mary COMELY only.

12 children, all born in Acton Turville
* 6. Mary
Elizabeth
1831-1832

* 5. Joseph
1831-1831

* Infant twins buried at
St Mary’s, Acton Turville

7. George
1832-1908
Emig to Sth
Aust 1850
“British
Empire”
m1 1859
Emily
CURNOW
m2 1867
Maria
MASTER
Lived Yorke
Peninsula SA

8. Mary
Elizabeth
1834-1913
m 1857
Edward
Thomas
WOOD
Lived
Cardiff,
Wales;
Moreton in
the Marsh;
Cheltenham
Glos.

4. Theophilus
1829-1906
m1 1858 Ellen
HANKS
m2 1868
Jane Wood
COOPER

3. Eber
1827-1899
Emig 1849
South Aust.
m 1858
Mary Ann
WOODS

Farmer
Emig to US
after 1879

Farmer at
Crystal Brook
South Aust.

9. Ann
Matilda
1836-1837
Buried St
Mary’s,
Acton Turville

10. Albert
1839-1886
m 1869
Cardiff,
Wales.
Ann Elizabeth
ALEXANDER
d Pontypridd,
Glamorganshire,
Wales
1871 Ship’s
Chandler

2. Ezra
1826-1829
m 1860 Sarah
DAVIS, Bath UK
Emig 1860 to
Melbourne,
Vic. Australia
Photographer

11. ALFRED
1841-1912
Emig to Vic. Aust.

1865 “City of
Melbourne”
m 6 Apr 1874
Melbourne Vic.
Ann WHITE
1845-1919
1875 Draper in
Melb.
1885 Prahran,
Melb
1886 Colac,
Farmer
DIRECT ANCESTOR
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1. William
Comely
1825-1901
Chemist
m. 1847 Betsy
DESPLAN
Lived in Bristol
Died in asylum

12. Edward
1843-1899
m 1886 Kate
PHELPS
Moved to
Wales,
Accountant,
then a publican
in London at
“Bank of
England” pub,
no longer
exists.
Died in London

James Goulter & m2 Mary Comely
A Farming Life in Acton Turville, Glos.
James & Mary farmed substantial acreages in Acton Turville all of their lives. The
Census records which began in 1841 were too early to be of much help in
determining their exact location as James only appears on the first two censuses
due to his death in 1857.
However, the Land Tax Records & Electoral Rolls records from 1817 through until
at least 1832 show that they farm the same property in Acton Turville, and pay
the same tax of £10/3 shillings per year to the Duke of Beaufort. There was no
increase over all of those years. But this didn’t help with the actual farmhouse
location.
A UK Poll book for 1833 specifies “Occupying tenant paying 50 pounds per
annum” and specifies that they are living in the village of Acton Turville. This is
mirrored again in polls for the parish in 1846, 1847 & 1850. This payment was
rent to the Duke as opposed to Land Tax.
In our quest to find where the farm, and in particular, the farmhouse (which is
always mentioned as “in the village”) was actually sited, we will examine the Tithe
Records first. They were the result of a comprehensive survey into the usage,
ownership and occupation of land in England and Wales. The records were
created by the government between 1837 & the early 1850s with Acton Turville
tithes done in 1839. They are invaluable to us for determining the farm’s location
as Lot 88, Limes Farm on the corner of The Street and Luckington Road, Acton
Turville.
The current building on the corner would not have been the original farmhouse.
It is likely to be a replacement for a much older building. It is possible it was
replaced after James death in 1857 but the lease was taken over by his son,
Theophilus in 1858, who remained living there with his family.
The building footprints shown below would suggest that the original farmhouse
was still quite large. Would they have lived in such a large house? James had a
large family and was well respected by the Duke of Beaufort and the extent of
his leases attests to this. They were also well enough off to have two general
servants as well as employing nine others on the farm.
Elaine Milsom, archivist at the Badminton Estate Office confirmed that the 1858
Tenancy Agreement for Theophilus listed the farm land and included ‘the Farm
House, Buildings and Yards totalling 1 acre, 2 roods & 36 perches which
calculates to approx. 1.7 acres. There is unfortunately no plan with the Tenancy
Agreement.” This means we are unable to determine the footprint of the house at
the time.
A study of the census records for Acton Turville for 1841, 1851 & 1861
determined that there were no people of great significance living in Acton
Turville that may have occupied such a large farmhouse. Yeoman farmers such
as the Goulters and Arnolds and the local Rector are likely to have been the top
of the ladder.
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The 1839 image below shows a completely different footprint for the farmhouse
on Limes Farm to that of 1880 and 1900. This 1839 image would have been the
building where James & his family lived. The images for 1880 and 1900 show
the footprint for the current building.
The early 1839 footprint may have fronted onto The Street - note what could be
a portico facing The Street. The 1880 and 1900 images have a Luckington Rd
frontage with a small portico facing Luckington Road.

The

Stree
t

Limes Farmhouse, Lot 88, 1839 Tithe Map : Corner of Luckington Rd and The Street, Acton Turville
Lot 88 outlined in yellow. The S symbols signifies part of the same lot.

Luckingto
n Road

On the left, enlargement of Lot 88 from the Tithe Map of 1839. On the right, a satellite image of
the same area today.

The current Limes Farm house
Historic England Archive Reference: IOE01/06834/05 Andrew Maybury 2002
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The current Limes Farmhouse building is Grade 11 listed28, from the Mid-19th
century.
British Listed Building—Limes Farmhouse

Latitude: 51.5276 / 51°31'39"N Longitude: -2.2764 / 2°16'35"W

These images show the detail of the farmhouse footprint between 1839 & 1900

1839

1880

1900

The next four pages have full details of early Tax Records and the Tithe Map and
Records for James. The full page tithe map shows the extent of James’s farm
leases in Acton Turville. The red outlines determine the records for James alone,
whereas the purple outlines land jointly leased with William Arnold. You will see
the farmhouse “in the village” is part of the farm at the corner of Luckington Rd
& Badminton Rd (known as The Street). Other documents also show this to be
Limes Farm.
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The earliest Tax Record: 1814 You can see James is at the top of the list paying the most tax.
Much the same as the records for his father John, also to the Duke of Beaufort. It does confirm
that they had a good relationship with the Duke over many years.

Glos Eng, Land Tax Records, 1713-1833, Owner Duke of Beaufort.
Ref No: Q/REL/1/GrumboldsAsh/1814
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Tax Record 1825: Beautifully written, same tax, same neighbours. It was also interesting to find
Mary’s father, Aldom, listed from 1814 through to 1833 as well. They were in a nearby farmhouse
that fronts The Street, Acton Turville. They had previously lived in Sopworth, Glos.

Tax Record 1832

Electoral Roll 1832: also shows Aldom Comley, Mary’s parents lived just around the corner.

Electoral Roll 1846: Aldom Comley has now been replaced by his son, John—Mary’s brother

Electoral Register 1846 “Occupation of land as tenant”. Note there is also John Comely in the village.
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Tithe Map for Acton Turville 1839 –land leased by James Goulter from the Duke of Beaufort

1
4

3

15

Red = p1 & p2 Acton Turville: James Goulter (land of Duke of Beaufort) Limes Farm farmhouse is on Lot 88. This is the farmhouse where James &
Mary lived. Theophilus took over the farmhouse and a good part of this farm after his father died in 1857. He had been working with his father prior
to that. He remained there until he emigrated c1879. Between 1861 and 1871 the third child of James & Sarah Allen took over the farm land and
Hollybush Farmhouse (Lot 104) which closely adjoined his other lease, Manor Farm at Littleton Drew. The amount of acreage each of them had varied.
Note: Lot 90, Goulters Gorse, is not in the hands of the Goulters at the time of the tithes but shows on many maps as such.
Mauve= Farmed by James Goulter & William Arnold jointly (land owned by Duke of Beaufort) The 1841 census shows William Arnold and his wife
were living at the farm house in the village on Lot 104, the Grade 11 listed Hollybush Farm.
Green = Lot 191 Gafson, arable. Farmed by James Goulter (land owned by Elizabeth Dorney, Rectorial Glebe)
Blue= Lot 22 This allotment was adjusted and James had 118A, 119a, 122 (land owned by Rev. Richard Herbert Mullins, Vicarial Glebe)

The Genealogist, Crown Copyright (fair usage) reproduced courtesy of The National Archives
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Tithe Records, Acton Turville : Land of the Duke of Beaufort
Red : p1 James Goulter (land of Duke of Beaufort) Lot 88, Limes Farm, Luckington Rd & The
Street . Total acreage for p1 & p2 was 291 acres. He also farmed 314 acres jointly with William
Arnold, making a total of 605 acres.

Description of Lots for Page 1
65
83
85
88
140
153
157
159
160
162
165
166
167
168
171

172

Park (Pasture) app 9 acres
Shed & Yard
Garden
Farm House, Buildings & Yard, app. 1 acre
Fourteen Acre (Arable) 14 acres
Home Tyning (Arable) 13 acres
Orchard 1 acre
Yard & Shed
Kellys Acres, the Rag of Jordan Down (Pasture) 25a
Home Close (Pasture)
Three Downs (Pasture) both = app.18 acres
“
“
Broad Leaze
“ app 5 acres
Cow Leaze
“ app 9 acres
Williams’s Down
“ app. 15 acres
Blake Hill
“ app. 21 acres

Source: Tithe Apportionments, 1836-1929. TheGenealogist.co.uk 2000
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Red = p2

James Goulter (land of Duke of Beaufort)

Description of Lots for Page 2
175 Lower Wood Leaze (Pasture)
176 Hither Wood Leaze
“
177 Upper Wood Leaze
“
178 Barnsley (Arable)
179 Sweet Upmeads (Pasture)
180 Sour Upmeads
“
181 Draining Piece
183 Twenty Acres (Arable)
184 Eleven Acres
“
185 Seven Acres “
186 Messiter’s Tyning (Pasture)
187 Lower Little Hill (Arable)
188 Upper Ground & Little Hill (Arable)
189 Grove Leaze (Pasture)
192 Dock Piece (Pasture)
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Tithe Records, Acton Turville : Land of the Duke of Beaufort
Purple : Farmed by James Goulter & William Arnold jointly—a total of 314 acres

Hollybush
Farmhouse

Hollybush Farmhouse, facing the street
Google Streetview
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22a
118b
119b
122b

Part of Great Littleworth
Part of Goose Acre
Part of Home Tyning
Part of New Leaze

1
3
4
5
7
8
9
10
11
12
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
26
104
105
106
117
123
128
129
130
139

Coate’s Ground
Hill Corner
Eight Acres
Warren Leaze
Part of Barn Tyning
Warren Bottom
The Field
Meer Hill
Barn piece
White Leaze
White Tyning
David’s Ground
Eight Acres
Meer Leaze
Twelve Acres
Long Ground
Marsh Ground
Little Littleworth
Ladies Tyning
Farmhouse, garden & prem.
The Lower Close
Over Close
Paddock or Lane
Butts piece
Little Ox Lease
Great Ox Leaze
Broken Furlong
“
“
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Grade 11 Listed Hollybush Farm, Acton Turville, Lot 104
This is the farmhouse on Lot 104. In 1839 the lease was shared between James Goulter & William
Arnold. William Arnold and his wife Ann were occupying the farmhouse in the 1841 Census while
James and his family were at the nearby Limes Farm on the corner of Luckington Road. It is
included here in detail as his son, James, lives there in later years.

Map 1, Tithe Map 1839, Lot 104

27

Map 2, 1880 . Lot 99, different lot number
to the earlier Tithe map

Google Satellite image 2020
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1. Hollybush Farm: Grade 11 32 Listed 17 Sep 1952 : Late C17th. Rubble with freestone dressings;
quoins; Cotswold stone slate roof with coped raised verges; ashlar stacks with cornice. 2 storeys. 3
bays, plus one in C19th extension to left. 2 storey rear wing.

2. Hollybush Farm, Acton Turville, Gloucestershire

3. This image shows the far end of the building in the centre photo. The sign confirms that it is
Hollybush Farm .
1. https://www.picturesofengland.com/England/Gloucestershire/Acton_Turville/pictures/1200990
2. https://www.picturesofengland.com/England/Gloucestershire/Acton_Turville/pictures/1204673
3. Geograph : ST8080:Hollybush Farm, Acton Turville, Gloucestershire 2011
[cc-by-sa/2.0 - © Ray Bird - geograph.org.uk/p/5259008]
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Tithe Records, Littleton Drew : James Goulter, Land of the Duke of Beaufort

See Below

73
Barn, building
& yard
House & Garden

82
Cottage & Garden
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These records for 55 acres at Littleton Drew also relate to James Goulter. We know they do not
relate to his son, James Jnr. (although he did farm much of this land later c1861) but at this time
he was farming 500 acres eight miles away at Court Farm, Hullavington. You can see that Lots 86
and 97 have a ‘house and garden’ and ‘cottage and garden’ respectively. James Snr. probably let
the house and cottage to others as he always lived in Acton Turville.
The green area , Lot 113, highlighted on the map on the left is Manor Farm. At this time it is
owned by Chapman Wallis Esq. and leased by John Tanner. In 1861 James Jnr. (b 1815) is farming
and living here and in Acton Turville simultaneously.
The road on this map extends from the bottom right of the map on the left
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Back to the Story of James & Mary with the Census Records
In 1841, at the time of the first English census, James was fifty four years of age
and Mary was only thirty six. Ezra was in Clevedon, Somerset but they still had
six children at home aged between one and sixteen years: William 16, Eber 13,
Theophilus 12, George 10, Mary 7 and Albert 1. The twins and Ann Matilda had
died as infants and Alfred & Edward hadn’t been born. They also have three
female servants to help. James also employed farm workers who may have lived
on the farm, possibly in some of the attached wings or buildings such as Limes
Cottage. There were fewer details collected in this first census than in later
censuses.
1841 Census, Acton Turville

James 54
Mary 36
William 16
Eber 13
Theophilus 12
George 10
Mary E (2nd) 7
Albert 1
3 female
servants

In 1851 the farm is defined as 296 acres and James employs five men, two
women and two boys. The five children still at home range from Theophilus, now
twenty one and working on the farm, down to Edward at seven years. Two female
servants live with them.
1851 Census, Acton Turville

James 64
Mary 46
Theophilus 21
Mary E (2nd) 17
Albert 14
Alfred 9
Edward 7
2 general servants
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Analysis of the 1851 Census in Acton Turville (included Littleworth & Overleaze Farm):
There was only one person described as ‘Yeoman’, William Arnold (his wife, 2 children a general servant
and nursemaid). No mention of acreage of land. There were two large farms, that of James (296a) and
also William Minett (263a, his wife, 5 children, one servant) & 3 farms of 40 acres. One was Mary’s
mother, Prudence Comely, now a widow aged 70 as Aldom had died in 1842. With her is her son, John
49, married daughter, Elizabeth Southgate 44 (milliner), widowed daughter Charity Bridges 27,
(dressmaker), a 5 year old grandson, Aldom Whifield and a 13 year old general servant.
There were 70 households with a total of about 325 people. There were 74 male and 11 female
agricultural labourers, 11 on parish relief (7 of them were wives of agricultural labourers), about 5
annuitants or pensioners, 48 wives and 115 children with one defined as ‘bastard’. The occupations
listed were: stable helper, gamekeeper, ostler, groom, wheelwright, blacksmith & apprentice (2),
grocer/draper (2), cordwainer/journeyman (2), carpenter & apprentice (2), letter carrier, tailor/tailoress
(2), innkeeper, ‘pumpfitter, wheelwright, carpenter’, stone mason & apprentice (2), toll collector & his
wife, retired shoemaker & victualler (2), general servants (14), housekeeper, nursemaid (2), milliner,
dressmaker/seamstress (6), schoolmistress, charwoman, washerwoman. The standouts were ‘huckster
of paper lozenges’(1) & ‘organ & piano tuner, clock & watch cleaner, gravestone cutter & mason in
general’ (1) - just one man!

James died on 14 March 1857, aged 69, prior to the next census in 1861. Mary
was only 54 at the time of his death and in 1861 was likely to be found with
Alfred, 16, and Edward, 14, still at home.
However, she couldn’t be found on the census in 1861 and was possibly visiting
family elsewhere. A census check for her only remaining daughter shows that she
was not with her. Mary Elizabeth had married two months after her father’s
death in 1857 and was now living at Guiting, near Cheltenham.
The three youngest children, Albert 21, Alfred 19 and Edward 17, were still at the
farm in Acton Turville although the amount of land is now reduced to a 303 acre
farm (The varying size of the farm is explained by the tithe records. A ‘farm’
didn’t have a fixed boundary. All of the areas were designated by field names,
such as ‘Ivy Leaze’ etc. It seems the leases of various fields was able to change
hands. All of this land belonged to the Duke of Beaufort) The census listing
shows Theophilus, as head of the household, now married to Ellen. The boys are
listed as farmer’s sons, not ‘visitors’, which confirms they are still living in what
was the family farmhouse. Theophilus officially took over his father’s farm when
he signed a Tenancy agreement on 8 Apr 1858. He still employs nine workers and
a live-in dairy maid. He had been working the farm with his father prior to this.
The boys were now all of working age even though they are listed as ’farmer’s
1861 Census, Acton Turville— Theophilus has now taken over the farm

Theo. 32
Ellen 26
Albert 21
Alfred 19
Edward 17
1 servant
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sons’ - not agricultural labourers. They probably followed other pursuits.
In 1871 Mary, now sixty seven, is back home at the farm and listed as an
‘Annuitant’. James had provided for her in his will.
Theophilus’s first wife, Ellen, died in 1866 and he remarried in 1868. His second
wife Jane is away visiting her father in Gravesend with their youngest daughter.
1871 Census, Acton Turville, with Theophilus

Theophilus 44 (should be 42), daughters Ellen Mary 5, Kitty Maud 9 months; Mary, widow 67, 3
servants.
There are three domestic servants who may have looked after the other two girls
with Mary’s supervision.
1881 Census, Acton Turville, Cottage in the Village

In 1881 everything has changed. Mary has moved to a cottage on her own in
Acton Turville and is listed as a retired widow with one general servant.
Theophilus and his family had emigrated to the USA about 1879. This may have
been when Mary moved to a smaller cottage by herself. Although she may have
moved earlier than that to give Theophilus and his family more space and
independence.
We can only wonder how Mary may have felt at this time. The only son that had
really farmed with his father, had taken over the farm and then after twenty
years decided to give it all away and emigrate. We can also wonder at what was
happening with agriculture at the time that caused all of the family to follow
other pursuits at home and abroad.
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It would be nice to think that Mary moved to the nearby ‘Limes Cottage’ which
adjoined the farm but we have no proof of that. Her time by herself in the cottage
may have been short-lived as she died in December of 1881, aged seventy eight
years. She outlived James by twenty four years.

Deaths of James & Mary Goulter, Acton Turville, Glos., 1857 & 1887
James was buried at St Mary’s Church graveyard in Acton Turville on 20 March
1857. Mary was buried with him on 6 Dec 1881. The officiating vicar at her
burial was Richard H Mullens, who was appointed vicar of St Mary’s in 1869.

Burials
James Goulter & Mary (COMELY) St Mary’s Church, Acton Turville Glos. 1857 & 1881

Glos. Church of England Burials 1813-1988, Parish of Acton Turville

Glos. Eng, Church of England Burials 1813-1988, Acton Turville
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Headstone of James & Mary Goulter, St Mary’s Church, Acton Turville

“To the memory of James Goulter, of this parish, yeoman, who died March 14 1857
aged 73 years [actually 69]. Also of Mary, his second wife who died November 30
[1881] Aged 77 years. And of 4 of their children who died in infancy.” [followed by a
verse that is difficult to read]
You will notice that the headstone placed in memory of James & Mary also has
the phrase “and of their four children who died in infancy”. They certainly weren’t
forgotten. We only know of three infants (twins Mary Elizabeth & Joseph, Ann
Matilda) so maybe one was still born. This was probably placed by the family
after Mary’s death. Also, James was actually sixty nine, not seventy three years
old. [The date and photographer of this black & white headstone photo is
unknown. It was on Ancestry but appeals to the owner have been fruitless.]
The following photos and details have been provided by the Secretary of St Mary’s
Church, Mrs Eileen Stephens, April 2020. She also advised that is not really a
head/grave stone but is known as a ‘sepulchre’, but not an upright one. The
photo below shows its true orientation on top of the graves.
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Unfortunately, this photo is no clearer to
decipher than the original black and white
image but we have managed to transcribe
the text.

The grave was located in the north-east
corner of the oldest part of the
churchyard under an overgrown lime tree,
which in light of the name of their
farmhouse is very appropriate. Maybe
they planted it?

The arrow below shows where the grave is situated in the north east corner of the oldest part of
St Mary’s Church yard, Acton Turville. This is about 100 metres from where they lived all of their
married lives.
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St Mary’s Church, Acton Turville

(Photos by James Goulter, Judith Bush 2007)

History of St Mary’s (from a notice board at the church, 2003)
There has been a church in this place since Saxon times. By the mid Norman period, it had
the present small Chancel and Nave, with doorways in the South wall of the Chancel and
the North and South walls of the Nave. A porch was built to protect the main doorway in
the South wall , which has the characteristic pointed arch shape and a simply decorated
tympanum. A low central tower contained the original bell.
The Saxon and Norman church was very small and by 1853 could no longer accommodate
the congregation. The North wall of the Nave was thus removed and the North aisle and
arcading built. The arch of the original North door was preserved and is to be seen the new
North wall. During this reconstruction, the Vestry was added on the North side of the
Chancel. A second major period of renovation began in 1912. Its effect is to be seen mainly
inside the church as the Pulpit, panelling and Choir Stalls date from this time, as does the
Organ—sadly no longer blown by hand. The six stained glass windows were installed, one
appropriately picturing the Saxon King, Edward the Confessor. The early Norman font is of
some interest. It was given a new base in the 1913 restoration, when it was rescued from
use as a cattle trough.
The church’s most distinctive external feature is an attractive cupola in which the bell hangs
above the Chancel arch. Although it has been in its present position only since 1853 when
the Norman tower was demolished, the cupola—which is certainly early English in style—is
believed to come with its bell from a pre-Norman sanctuary. Some parts of this are
incorporated into cottages in the village street and the covered well, which stands on the
fragment of village green, was originally within the sanctuary. (Written 1993)
A lovely image of the church in winter,
by Ray Bird.
This church was a significant part of the
lives of James & Mary in the village. All
of his eighteen children were baptised
here, some married, and many burials.
Geograph : ST8080 Acton Turville Church,
Gloucestershire 3013 : https://
www.geograph.org.uk/photo/5201407 ©
Copyright Ray Bird and licensed for reuse
under Creative Commons Licence.
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Will of James Goulter, dated 6 April 1844
James wrote a very long will on 6 April 1844, stating:
“This is the last will and testament of me, James Goulter, of Acton Turville”.
In essence, he said:
‘my monies and securities...household goods & furniture, plate, linen, china, all
live & dead farming stock, implements of husbandry, crops of corn, grain and
hay and all and every other my personal estate and effects...after my decease
to sell, dispose of and convert into money...and empower my dear wife Mary to
receive the same for her own use and benefit during her life...so long as she
continues to be my widow’.
p.1 of 9
large
pages)

Gloucestershire, England, Wills and Inventories, 1541-1858. Ref Code: 70003

He named all of his thirteen surviving children and appointed his two eldest
sons, Allen and James (from his first marriage) as Executors. The other eleven
were John, Thomas, William Comely, Ezra, Eber, Theophilus, George, Albert,
Alfred, Mary Elizabeth and Edward. The five that had died were Mary Maria and
Daniel from his first marriage, the twins, Joseph and Mary Elizabeth, and Ann
Matilda from his second marriage.
His daughter, Mary Maria, had married William Pearce and they had four
children (it appears the first two died as infants) so James included the two
grandchildren in his will.
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On 3 Jun 1852 he added a Codicil to the will which removed his son James as
executor and added sons William Comely and Theophilus in his place, with son
Allen. On Addition ‘A’ on p.7 he states that no money is to be distributed until
the youngest child, Edward, attains the age of twenty one. He names them all
again and includes the two second names of William & Mary, ie William Comely
& Mary Elizabeth.
His will was later proved at under £2,000. That today would be in the vicinity of
half a million dollars so the family would have been in a comfortable position in
relation to many in those times. Hard working farmers but in a good position
with the ability to employ servants for the house and plenty of agricultural
labours who would have led less comfortable lives than James & Mary.
Although he and Mary married in Bristol, they spent the whole of their working
lives in Acton Turville. Their children were all born there and both he and Mary
died and were buried there. When Mary died in 1881 her surviving children had
scattered far and wide.



William Comley, the eldest, had moved to Bristol prior to 1861;



Ezra emigrated to Victoria, Australia in 1860;



Eber & George had emigrated to South Australia in 1849 & 1850
respectively;



Theophilus emigrated to the US in 1879;



Mary Elizabeth went to Wales, then back to Moreton in the Marsh, then
back to Wales and finally to Cheltenham, Glos. about the time of her
mother’s death;



Albert also went to Wales prior to 1869;



Alfred [direct ancestor] emigrated to Australia in 1865;



Edward, the youngest, also moved to Wales prior to 1881.

Sadly, that meant that Mary Elizabeth, her only surviving daughter, was the
closest at Cheltenham - if she had returned from Wales in time.
Of the children from James’s first marriage with Sarah ALLEN, the eldest, Allen
was nearby at Hawkesbury. Mary Maria had died in 1842, Daniel in 1840, John
between 1871 & 1881. James was closest just down the road at Hollybush Farm
in Acton Turville. Thomas had emigrated to Canada after 1849— the only one of
these six to leave the country.
What happened in the area that caused such an exodus? The first to leave was
1849 and the last in 1879. Theophilus had taken over farming from his father
but was obviously looking for new horizons. Of all the surviving children it seems
Allen (from James first marriage) was the only one to stay and continue with
farming just as his father had done.
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A little more on the COMELY Family
The Comely family were another well known family of farmers in the region. Mary
was born in Sopworth, about four miles from Acton Turville but by 1813 the
family had moved to Acton Turville where they occupied Street Farm, in the main
street of the village, just around the corner from where Mary eventually lived the
rest of her life with James Goulter.
An item in the Gloucestershire Archives of the 1800s describes Street Farm as a
“farmhouse, farm buildings, 122 acres, accommodation land, 11 acres, Post
Office, outbuildings, 2 gardens, 9 cottages, gardens” - a comprehensive property.
The current farmhouse would be a far cry from what Mary would have known
from when she was ten years old. The following description and images are from
a recent Sales Brochure.
“Listing price of £899,950. Farm house of 5 bedrooms, 3 reception rooms, 3 bathrooms,
Outbuildings, Period Garden and Parking”

The plaque to the left of the
front door “Street Farmhouse”,
the inglenook fireplace &
beautiful farmhouse kitchen.

[Images & information from the
Sales Brochure: file:///C:/Users/
JandJ/AppData/Local/Temp/
CIR012054084-en-brochure-1.pdf ]
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These premises may also have been in the hands of other Comely’s prior to
Aldom & Prudence.
Mary’s father, Aldom Comely was born c1771 and baptised at Sopworth on 20
Mar 1771 (the son of John COMELY and Mary BALDWIN or possibly GODWYN).
We have been unable to confirm this. On 18 Dec 1800 he married Prudence
SMITH (1779-1863), who was also baptised at Sopworth on 7 Feb 1779.
They had seven known children:
1. John COMELY b1802 d1885: married widow, Elizabeth Woodam FERRIS (b1821) in 1871 in Bath
when he was 69. He was deaf. She had been living in Acton Turville with no income and two of
her children in 1861. She died in 1902 at Acton Turville.
2. Mary COMELY b1803, m James GOULTER (covered in this chapter).
3. Elizabeth Comfort COMELY b1807-d1866: married William SOUTHGATE, 21 Jun 1837, at Acton
Turville. William was from St Pancras, Middlesex, London (Witnesses: father Aldom, sister
Matilda, brother in law, James Goulter) No known children. His occupation is not known. By
1841 she was back in Acton Turville with the family working as a dressmaker. It is not known
what became of William Southgate. He couldn’t be found in the 1841 Census.
4. Ann COMELY 1810: married William STOCK 1809, 28 Apr 1832, Bristol (Witnesses: Robert Stock,
Elizabeth Comely) Three known children: Elizabeth Comfort Comely STOCK 1833, emigrated to
Australia, married twice, died in South Australia), Robert STOCK 1838, John STOCK 1839.
Nothing else known. Names too common to be sure.
5. Sarah Smith COMELY 1815: married 1. Micaiah MUCKLEWIN (Witnesses: Elizabeth Comely,
William Stock) 15 Aug 1836 2. William DAW (Witnesses William Stock, Sarah Bishop), 23 April
1845, eight known children: Thomas 1840, William 1841, James 1844, Esther 1846, Elizabeth
Prudence 1849, Walter 1851, Phillip 1854, Marianne 1859. In 1861 William was working as a
Carpenter & Wheelwright and the family are living at the Windmill House at Areley Kings in
Worcestershire. They have four children at home, two working and two at school. In 1871 he is
now the Miller, still living at the Windmill and they still have four children at home but all are
now working. Ten years later in 1881 there is only William and Sarah, living at Windmill Cottage
“The Firs” and he is back to being a Carpenter. William’s father was Francis DAW, a butcher.
The Areley Kings Mill: (No 5. Sarah Smith COMELY/DAW)
In 1779, on the edge of the high common land and overlooking the
River Severn, John Zachary of Areley Hall, built a red brick tower
windmill four storeys high with a boat cap, four sails and a long tail
pole. In those days, the mill and miller’s cottage below and one or
two tiny cottages were the one of the few buildings along Areley
Common. After an active life of around 100 years, new steam-driven
mills had made the windmill redundant and its sails and cap gradually
decayed. The last miller was
William Dawes. In 1902, the Rector
Daniel Vawdrey had it converted to
a three storey dwelling. It was said
that the wooden sails were
dismantled and reused as book
shelves in the Rectory. For a while
the building was used as a
blacksmiths. It is now known as The
Round House.
Areley Kings Village History Group: https://areleykingshistory.wordpress.com/the-windmill/
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6. Matilda COMELY 1816-1869: married Thomas WHITFIELD, 31 Jul 1838, Berkeley, Glos.
(Witnesses: Thomas Whitfield, James Tayler, Elizabeth Stinchcombe, Emily Whitfield) Four
known children: Prudence WHITFIELD 1843, Aldom WHITFIELD 1846, Maria WHITFIELD 1850,
Wallace (Thomas Wallace?) WHITFIELD 1857.
7. Charity COMELY 1824-1852: married Henry Joseph BRIDGES 1818-1849, 8 May 1845, Acton
Turville. One known child: Charles Henry Comely BRIDGES 1846-1849 (Witnesses: Joseph
Comely, Betsy Desplan, future sister in law; Louisa Georgiana Bridges, sister in law) Betsy
Desplan later married James Goulter’s brother, William Comely GOULTER.
By the time of the first Census in 1841 Aldom & Prudence were already at
retirement age and they appear about sixteen miles north of Acton Turville at
Dursley with their daughter, Anne, her husband William STOCK and their three
children. William was listed as a ‘Maltster’ for the brewery industry. There is also
a Sarah COMELY, 17, b c1824, unsure of her relationship, possibly a niece. It is
possible Aldam & Prudence are just visiting.
1841 Census, Dursley, Glos.
Prudence & Aldom with their daughter,
Ann and her family.

1841 Census, Acton Turville, Glos.
Meanwhile, in 1841 there is family still
in Acton Turville, probably at Street
Farm. Aldom & Prudence’s son, John
COMLEY is listed as farmer, 35, along
with a cousin? Joseph COMLEY, 25.
We learn later that John is deaf. Three
of their girls are also there: Charity
COMELY 15, Elizabeth SOUTHGATE 30
& Sarah MUCKLEWIN 25, the latter
both dressmakers, and an Eliza
MUCKLEWIN 35, of independent
means.
Her relationship to them is unknown and what happened to Sarah’s first
husband is a mystery. Mary’s father Aldom died in 1842 leaving her mother,
Prudence, a sixty two year old widow. The 1851 Census shows her back at Acton
Turville, now seventy years old interestingly showing as head of the household.
The farm is only forty acres and ‘employing one man and one boy’.
Mary would have been pleased to have her mother back in the village. She was
now 46 although her husband James Goulter is 64.
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1851 Census, Acton Turville, Glos.

Mary’s brother, John, is now forty nine and employed on the farm. Two of his
sisters are still there with him. Elizabeth Comfort SOUTHGATE, 44, who had
married William SOUTHGATE is working as a Milliner. It states she is married,
not a widow, so it is also a mystery as to why she is back home. Nothing more
can be found about him.
His youngest sister, Charity BRIDGES, now 27, is listed as a widow working as a
dressmaker. At the time of her marriage her husband was a Publican at nearby
Badminton. Her husband and son had both died in 1849. Finally there is one
grandchild, Aldom WHITFIELD, son of second youngest daughter, Matilda, and
one general servant. It is unclear if the grandson was living here or just visiting.
In 1851 his parents, Matilda & Thomas WHITFIELD, are at Kington in Thornbury
where Thomas is a ‘Mealman’- worker with meal, or flour– a miller. They have
eight year old Prudence and one year old Maria with them.
1861 Census, Acton Turville, Glos.

Ten years on in 1861 the head of the household is now John 60, still unmarried;
his mother Prudence is now 84; sister, Elizabeth SOUTHGATE 53, seamstress;
Aldom WHITFIELD 15, Maria WHITFIELD 12. So two of Prudence’s grandchildren
now appears to be living with them, Aldom, 15, as well as his sister, Maria 12.
Matilda’s eldest child, Prudence WHITFIELD, was now 18 and working as a
servant elsewhere.
There had been more tragedy for the family. Matilda was back in Acton Turville
as her husband, Thomas WHITFIELD, only 42, had died at Thornbury in 1861.
So she was also now a widow but living separately in Acton Turville and working
as ‘Schoolmistress’. On the night of the census she has one of her children with
her: Wallace (possibly Thomas Wallace), 4 years old (b1857).
The 1881 census for John reveals that he is now married but also that he was
deaf. At sixty nine years of age he married Elizabeth Woodam FERRIS, a widow
who lived close by John in Acton Turville. She had nine now adult children
previously to her labourer husband. John is now in a cottage, possibly one of the
Street Farm cottages, and they have another village widow lodging with them.
Prudence herself died in early 1863 at Acton Turville but no burial record has
been found. It is most likely she was buried there with her husband Aldom.
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A little more on Acton Turville and Badminton & The Avenue of Trees
This aerial photo shows the remains of Badminton Estates “Avenues of Trees”. The remains of
several avenues and cross avenues (many of which were replanted with beech and horse chestnut
in the 1970s) survive in the southern part of the park, radiating from Badminton House.
In 1699, Celia Fiennes recorded that from the roof of the house it was possible to 'look twelve
ways down to ye parishes and grounds between all through glides or vistos (sic) of trees'.
Approximately 1km south-east of the House, on the 2km long Centre Walk Avenue, is a rondpoint
where twenty-four avenues once met. This avenue runs in a straight line right through the land
that was farmed by James. It runs past Goulter’s Gorse and peters out just near Goulter’s Mill &
Farm. You can still see the remains of other avenues leading left, right and north from Badminton
House. Coincidentally, if Centre Walk Avenue also originally traversed north west it would have led
straight to Petty France. The section near Lime Farm is very appropriately an avenue of Lime Trees.

Badminton

Rond Point

Limes Farm

Acton Turville

Hollybush Farm

https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/5195670 5201407 and https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/5196615
© Copyright Ray Bird and licensed for reuse under Creative Commons Licence.
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Some interesting buildings of Acton Turville

The old canopied well which stands on the small green was originally the site of a sanctuary dating from
Saxon times indicating that the area was probably a settlement during this period and possibly before. The
image on the right is from an old postcard.

Limes Cottage, adjoining Limes Farm

The Old Bank House

The Fox & Hounds Inn

The Old Schoolhouse

Pike Cottage

The Former Chapel

Photos © Ray Bird from Stock photos of Acton Turville at PicturesOfEngland.com Licensed for non-commercial use with
attribution.
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CHAPTER 6 - The Children of James GOULTER & m2. Mary COMELY
Refer to CHART 4b p5.2
1.

William Comely b1825 Acton Turville, Glos.
Chemist & Druggist, Bristol UK

William was baptised on 27 Feb 1825 at Acton Turville,
Glos. In 1841 he was 16 and still at home with the family.
On 20 Apr 1847 he married Betsey DESPLAN at St Saviour
in Bath, Som. The Bath Chronicle & Weekly Gazette stated
“Mr W Goulter, of Bracefield Farm, Hullavington”. Betsey
was born in Bath and her parents were Abraham David &
Eleanor Desplan.

1. William Comely
bap 27 Feb 1825 Acton
Turville, Glos.
d 1 May 1901 Lunacy
Hospital, Bristol, Glos.
m 20 Apr 1847
Bath St Saviour, Som.
Betsy DESPLAN
b c1826 Bath, Som.
d 1899 Bristol ,Glos.

6 known children: Henry Abraham George Sutton 1848-1920; Mary Ellen Rice 1852-1872; James
1854-? ; Margaret Pauline (known as Pauline) 1856-1942; Emma 1860-1864; Florence 1868-1942.
Baptism of William 27 Feb 1825

Glos. Eng. Church of England Baptisms 1813-1913, Acton Turville 1825
Marriage 20 Apr 1847, Bath

Som. Eng. Marriage Registers, Bonds & Allegations 1754-1914. Bath St Saviours 1840-1860
In 1851 he was a Grocer and they were living in nearby Hullavington, Glos. with
one child, Henry Abraham George Sutton, b April 1848 and baptised 18 May
1848.
1851 Census, Hullavington, Glos.
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In 1861 their address was 6 West Rd?? Crescent, Bedminster. At the same
address was a Charles & Ellen Cabell and their five children. It may have been a
large house. Over the ten year period they had another four children: Mary
c1852, James c1854, (Margaret) Pauline c1857, all born Hullavington, and
Emma c1860, at Whitchurch, near Keynsham, Bristol. William is listed as a
Chemist & Druggist.
1861 Census, Bedminster, Bristol SOM

By 1871 they had moved a short distance to 16 Redcliff Hill, very close to the
Avon River, where he is still working as a Chemist, age 46, and Mary is now 40.
Henry is unmarried at 23 and working with his father as Chemist’s Assistant, as
is 18 year old, James. Mary, at 19 is only listed as ‘Chemist’s daughter’, Margaret
Pauline is now 14 and at school. Sadly, Emma died in 1864 and there is now 3
year old Florence, who was born in Bristol c1868.
1871 Census, Redcliff, Bristol SOM

In 1881 William and Betsy have moved from 16 to 14 Redcliff Hill. He is now 56
and still working as a Druggist. Only Florence is still at home, now 13. There is a
20? year old niece, Ena Treasure, with them as a servant, and also a widow who
is boarding with them. Daughter Mary Ellen Rice died in 1872 at just twenty
years old.
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1881 Census, Redcliff, Bristol SOM

Eldest son Henry 32, his brother James 27 and sister Margaret Pauline 24, all
unmarried are at ‘Bear Grove Malt House’, Winterbourne Glos. where they are
farming eight acres of land. This would have been their father’s land as William is
listed on the Electoral Rolls in 1883 and 1885 with house and land at
Winterbourne, about 8 miles from Redcliff, Bristol. Son, James is also listed here
in 1898.

William is missing from the 1891 census so this may be when things started to
go downhill for the family. Betsey is living at Winterbourne with sons James &
Henry who are now listed as ‘Market Gardeners’. However, she is wrongly listed
as a widow as her husband was still alive, but possibly ‘dead to the family’ due to
what we learn later. Florence is also there, now 22 years old and Margaret
Pauline is elsewhere.
Betsey died age 74 in 1899 in Bristol. William reappears on 28 Mar 1901 being
admitted to the Lunacy Asylum in Bristol. Sadly he died there on 14 May 1901.
With his disappearance in the 1891 census it seems he may have been troubled
for many years.
1901 Winterbourne, Glos.—Henry

Of the remaining surviving children, the eldest, Henry, never married. From at
least 1901, through to 1911 he was living alone at ‘Calebs’, Winterbourne, ‘on his
own accord’ as a poultry farmer.
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In 1920 he died at Madeley, Shropshire, north west of Birmingham. He was 72
years old. We know little of James after his appearance in the 1891 census. He
appeared on an electoral record of 1898 with ‘land and tenement’ near Beargrove,
Winterbourne but no later census, emigration or death record has been found.
In 1901 Margaret Pauline 44, and Florence 33 were both at 106 Redcliff Hill,
Bristol. Paulene was working as a ‘Chemist Assistant’ while Florence was a
1901 St Mary, Redcliffe, Bristol - Pauline & Florence

‘Lady’s Companion’. It is interesting that Pauline was working from home.
Margaret Pauline became a midwife and gained the qualification of the LOS
(London Obstetrical Society) on 25 Nov 1904. She is listed in the The Midwives
Roll, 1910 where its states she lives in Eardisland, Pembridge, Herefordshire. In
the 1911 Census she is employed as a Parish Nurse and Midwife and in 1917 she
is listed as Parish Nurse in the Herefordshire & Shropshire Directory.
In the 1939 Census for Staffordshire she lives at 84 Broadways Codsall and is
working as a maternity and sick nurse. It also gives her date of birth as 13 Oct
1856. She died on 27 Aug 1942 at Wordsley Hospital, Staffordshire. Her address
was then 34 The Broadway, Oaken Codsall. Probate was granted on 27 Aug 1942
to a John William Brotherton ‘of no occupation’ to the value of one hundred and
sixty four pounds.
In the 1911 Census for Shropshire, the youngest, Florence, now 43, still single
and a lady’s companion. She is ‘visiting’ a woman of independent means, Mary
Rebecca Wateridge who is also single, age 57. There is another 23 year old widow
visitor and two servants—one a cook and the other a housemaid. They are
visiting at 22 The Crescent, Shrewsbury. She could not be found in the 1939
census but she died on 21 Oct 1942, just a couple of months after her sister
Pauline Margaret. She was living at 49 Broadway Codsall, Staffordshire. Probate
was granted to a medical practitioner, George Walter Curtis and a solicitor,
Henry Revell Phillips to the value of one thousand seven hundred and sixty nine
pounds—a much bigger estate than her sister.

Deaths of William Comely Goulter & Betsey Goulter [Desplan]
Asylum Admission, 28 Mar 1901 & Death 14 May 1901
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2.

Ezra b1826
Acton Turville, Glos.
Photographer, Melbourne,
Vic. Australia

2. Ezra
bap 13 Aug 1826
Acton Turville,
Glos.
d 29 May 1899
Ascot Vale Vic.
m 28 Mar 1860
Bath, Som. UK
Lived in Australia
9 children

Ezra was baptised on 13 Aug
1826 at Acton Turville, although
his name appears incorrectly on
one index as ‘Eliza’.
Photo taken March 1878
Sarah Davis was born on 7
Mar 1839 to Charles Chapel
DAVIS & Lucy Haines
GARLICK. No baptism
record has been found.
[Images courtesy Brian Wates]
Sarah’s parents, Charles & Lucy

Sarah DAVIS
b 7 Mar 1839
Bath, SOM.
Parents: Charles
Chapel DAVIS,
Lucy Haines
GARLICK
d 10 Aug 1924
Moonee Ponds
Vic. Australia

Baptism of Ezra 1826

In 1841 when Ezra was just 15, he appears on the 1841 Census with a family at
1 Regent Place, Clevedon, Somerset. This was twenty one miles from Bristol and
fifty miles from the family in Acton Turville. Clevedon is a seaside town with
guest houses and hotels for holiday makers. We don’t know why Ezra was here.
Was he a boarder going to school there? He is living with the Baker family, two
1841 Census Clevedon, Somerset
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people with the surname of ‘Isaac’, Susan Cormack 20 and Margaret Fry 15.
None of them were born in the county and it is interesting that there were Isaac
families at Acton Turville. That may be the link.
Ten years later in 1851 he couldn’t be found on the 1851 Census in England.
This may have been because he had already made an earlier emigration
Australia. I have been unable to find him on any Victorian shipping record for the
period or the comprehensive South Australian Immigration Records, ‘Bound for
South Australia 1836-1851’, under any of the various name spellings. It is
possible he arrived at another port.
Mike O’Shaughnessy found references to Ezra in South Australian newspapers:
‘A report of a court case published 24th October 1850 mentions an 'Ezra Coulter'
being called as a witness to an assault.’ This could have been Ezra as the name
was often misinterpreted. He further states ‘Neither 'Goulter' nor 'Coulter' is a
common surname and even less so in 1850 Adelaide. 'Ezra' was also an
uncommon first name.’
Mike also sourced Ezra’s name in lists of Unclaimed Letters between 1851 and
1855. These documents in particular show that Ezra was in Australia prior to his
marriage to Sarah in 1860 and emigration that same year. Another possible
confirming document is an advertisement Mike found for the sale of a farm ‘in
"the Valley of the Gilbert" (where Ezra's brother, Eber, had taken up farming) in
February 1859 where it says, "the owners, Messrs. Goulter". This ‘Messrs.’ most
likely refers Ezra & his brother Eber, but their younger brother, George, was also
in the region. He had arrived in South Australia in August 1850, at eighteen
years of age.
It is impossible to know why Ezra returned to England. Did he feel farming in
South Australia was not to his liking or was it specifically to marry and return to
raise a family in Australia? If so, why did he then return to Melbourne?
Ezra married Sarah DAVIS at the Somerset Chapel in Bath on 28 Mar 1860.
Sarah had just turned twenty one and Ezra was thirty four, thirteen years older
than Sarah.
Marriage of Ezra & Sarah 1860

Eng & Wales Civil Registraton Marriage Index 1st Qtr 1860
Mike O’Shaughnessy found a marriage announcement in The Devizes and
Wiltshire Gazette of 29th March, 1860. It confirms that Ezra was previously in
South Australia as he is described as ‘late of the Gilbert River, South Australia’.
This also makes it more likely that it was Ezra in partnership with his brother.
On his return, it appears that Ezra took up photography instead of returning to
his background occupation of farming. Mike O’Shaughnessy found an entry for
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Ezra on a website titled Photographers of Great Britain & Ireland 1840 - 1940. It
stated that he was an employee of J G Newport of 35 Milsom Street, Bath, from
1859-1860. One of Sarah’s letters also confirms that Ezra learnt photography
from this photographer.

Sarah Davis’s family history has been fully explored in Brian Wates document on
the Ainsworth Family History which can be found on his website: www.brianwates.co.uk. The document provides the connection to the Goulter family at
Acton Turville through Sarah’s father, Charles Chapel Davis. A very religious man
who walked great distances, including Acton Turville, about fourteen miles from
Bath, to preach. The Goulter family were known to offer him hospitality and this
was how Sarah met Ezra.
Emigration 1860
On 6 June 1860, just two months after their wedding,
Ezra & Sarah emigrated to Victoria, Australia, aboard
“Champion of the Seas”. They departed from Liverpool
and arrived in Melbourne on 1 Sep 1860. The
shipping record lists both of their ages incorrectly as
27 & 30 but they were 21 & 34 respectively. He gave
the occupation of labourer, not as photographer or
even farmer. They were accompanied by Sarah’s
brother in law, James Willway.

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

Victoria, Australia, Assisted & Unassisted Passenger Lists, 1839-1923

Brian Wates Ainsworth History document explains that James Willway was
suffering from consumption and was hoping the warmer climate would be
beneficial. He was to later send for his wife, Lucy, and children. Sadly, he died
on board ship just two months after his arrival when he was making his way to
Brisbane.
Sarah wrote some wonderful letters 29 home. The originals are in the possession
of Brian Wates who scanned them and provided copies to Mike O’Shaunnessy
who transcribed them. They both tidied them up and have kindly made them
available to me.
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The Sands Directory of 1863 has Ezra listed as a Photographer at 32 Market St,
Emerald Hill. In 1869 there are two listings, one for a ‘Charles C’ at 133 Napier
St, South Melbourne and also one for ‘Ezra’ at 216 Parade, Ascot Vale. In
November 1868 the business was advertising as "Goulter Brothers" as Ezra's
young brother Alfred had arrived in 1865 and was living with the family and
working with him.
Ezra also appeared in the following Directories:
1868-1872 Bailliere’s Vic Postal Directory: Photographer, Emerald Hill
1880-1881 Bailliere’s Vic Postal Directory: Photographer, Chapel St, Prahran
1898
Bailliere’s Vic Postal Directory: 32 Munro St, Ascot Vale.
Ezra & Sarah had nine children:
1.

Lucy Mary 17 Feb 1861, Emerald Hill –29 Dec 1931, Rona Bay, NZ. Married
22 Aug 1833, Frederick William NICHOLSON (1860-1934) , Victoria. 7
known children.

2.

Charles Comely 1 Jun 1863, 32 Market St, Sth Melb.–18 Dec 1920, Fitzroy,
Melb. Married 1887, Laura Marion CURTIS (1869-1916) in Victoria. 6
known children.

3.

Mary Elizabeth Mercy 28 Jun 1865-1934, Carnegie, Vic. Married 1886
Anthony Robert BROWNE (1864-1927) in Victoria. 12 known children. The
Browne family have an interesting history in Tasmania.

4.

Elsie Mary 1867-1873. 5 years & ten months old.

5.

Arthur 1870-1870, infant.

6.

Sarah Bessie May 1872-1889. 17 years old. “Psoas Abcess &
exhaustion” (Antibiotics would have saved her)

7.

Winifred Allie Mary 1875-1944. Never married, died Balranald NSW, 71
years—Artist

8.

Cuthbert Ezra 1880-1887 Seven years old, died of convulsions.

9.

Kathleen Mary 1883-1971, Balrananld NSW. Married John Joseph LINDSAY
in 1930 at Balranald. She was a Nurse. Family unknown.

They lost four of their nine children, one an infant, one at 5, one at 7 and one at
17 years. Antibiotics may have saved them. Sadly, on 2 Mar 1881, it was reported
in The Mercury in Hobart that Ezra had been fined for refusing to have his child
vaccinated. He stated “he was opposed on principle to vaccination”.
Their eldest son Charles also trained as a photographer, learning the trade from
his father, and both were listed in the Sands Melbourne City Directory of 1896.
Ezra was at 216 Parade, Ascot Vale and Charles at 133 Napier St, South
Melbourne. Their daughter, Winifred, was an artist who also learnt photography
and worked as a colourist, as did the youngest daughter, Kathleen.
Sarah’s letters range from when she was thirteen in 1852 in Chippenham, Glos.
to 1912 when she was a seventy three year old widow in Australia. Initially they
were living at Emerald Hill which is now known as South Melbourne. In 1869
they were at 44 Park St, Emerald Hill. Many of the letters were written to her
older sister, Lucy Hannah Willway, who was now a widow. She had married
James Willway who had travelled to Australia with Ezra & Sarah.
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Gems from Sarah’s letters

29:

[See Refs. for Chap.6]

19 May 1869, 44 Park St, Emerald Hill : She writes to her mother in law, Mary
Goulter, of her feelings for Ezra nine years after their marriage.
“I intend writing to dear Mrs Goulter, we had a nice letter from her the
other day. I want to write to tell her how happy we are, to tell her that any
mistends of our love growing cold or diminishing it has remained strong
and increased the more we have known each other”…”and I want to tell
her of Alfred’s baptism and having joined our little Church. He still lives
with us, he is a most exemplary young man”
In a letter of 1901 Sarah discloses something of their politics when discussing
the Queen:
“I should suppose & hope that she was a true Christian & as good a Queen

as could be, but I am a democrat, I would not have such a luxurious,
expensive monarchy, while there is so much extreme poverty, Ezra & I
agreed to differ on the subject - I used to tell him he was born a Tory, & I
was born a liberal; he believed the election of a president cost America as
much as England's monarchy”

On 27 Jan 1901:
“Then it is the day on which Ezra first told me he loved me and asked me
to be his wife, forty two years ago, truly we spend our years as a tale that
is told & some of us are coming to the last chapters”

At Christmas 1901 she wrote:
“we three had an early dinner & then took the train & tram to Port
Melbourne – It was the day of the Mail Steamer leaving & the girls had
never seen a large ship leave, it was very interesting to watch the bustle &
the farewells, & the cheering from the crowd as they moved off, but it was
almost too much for me, it brought back so vividly the time, more than
forty years ago, when we three landed at that same pier, & I was the only
one left”

On 11 June 1912 she wrote to Theophilus (her nephew) in Bath, Som. and it
throws some light on Ezra’s career as a photographer and the politics of the
time :
“I was very interested to hear all about your business, even your business
trials, I can deeply sympathise, for we had many losses and
disappointments, we had businesses good and bad, one particularly in
Collins St. Melbourne in 1865, in which we had used a lot of money (our
savings for a year or two, during which time your Uncle had part time £4
& part £6 a week, but his employer failed) and a legacy of £140 from an
Aunt of your Uncle's --- I believe we would have done well, had it not been
for what they called a deadlock, which it was; a dispute between the two
houses of parliament, they voted no supplies, I forget for how long, no one
from the Prime Minister down to every policeman postman &c had a
penny, except what they had saved or could borrow at high interest;
photography being a luxury, of course suffered, we paid every one, but we
lost all our money, but I must not fill my paper, I really could, with our
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ups and downs, our business in Prahran was good for some years, until a
man who began as an errand boy with us, set up a few doors away; took
photos on Sundays, got of course cricketers footballers & did a great
business, he is there still, charging very ridiculously low prices, but he has a
motor car & a fine house”.

On 29 Oct 1912 she thanks her nephew for sending her a photo of Ezra that she
had asked for previously. It was one done by Newport at Milsom St, Bath. She
says:
“I shall prize it very much; of course it is not very good, I would rather it
had been uncoloured and there is no expression in the eyes, Winnie thinks
she can improve them before we frame it. You can imagine that I loved him
very much, to be willing to leave all my dear ones & come all these
thousands of miles”
“There was a rich man on my Mother’s side, her father’s brother, whose

name was Garlich (sic), he was a coach builder in London, not married &
one Christmas he sent a model of the Lord Mayor’s coach as a present to my
Mother, her sisters & brother. My mother always thought he was Lord Mayor
of London.”

The “rich man” would have been the brother of Sarah’s grandfather, John Garlick.
Ezra & Sarah’s eldest daughter, Lucy Mary, married Frederick William
NICHOLSON on 22 Aug 1883 at Windsor in Melbourne. On their Silver
Anniversary [25th] the notice from the original wedding was reproduced in the
Sydney Morning Herald on 22 Aug 1908, p12. in the Family Notices. It throws up
some interesting questions about Lucy’s grandfather, James Goulter (1787-1857),
which is of interest to us.

“NICHOLSON—GOULTER.—August 22, 1883, at Elm Grove, Windsor, Victoria, by
the Rev. J. J. Mackenzie, Frederick William, eldest son of the late B. B. Nicholson,
of Melbourne, and Marlton, St Kilda, and grandson of the late Lawrence Rostron,
of New Hall, Moonee Ponds, to Lucy Mary, eldest daughter of E. Goulter, of
Prahran, and granddaughter of James Goulter, of Hawkesbury Manor, England,
and C. C. Davis, Lark Hall, Bath, England. Present address, Carboonah, Alexandra
Parade, Rockdale, late of Araluen, Hurstville.”
The notice mentions James Goulter, ’of Hawkesbury Manor’? We have found no
evidence that her grandfather ever lived at a Hawkesbury Manor. James & Mary
lived in the farmhouse at Limes Farm all of their married lives.
 Firstly, the only ‘Hawkesbury Manor’ to be found was an extremely old

medieval manor house in the village of Hawkesbury. It developed after the
dissolution of the Abbey of Pershore in 1539. Also, so many place had ‘Manor
Houses’. It was in decay and uninhabited by 1779 and eventually pulled down in
the early 1800s but remained in the possession of the Jenkinson Estate. It is now
a buried site. There were inferences that James was steward of the Jenkinson
estate but no proof has been found and that was possibly his son with Sarah
ALLEN.
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 Secondly, at the time his granddaughter married in 1883 her grandfather,

James Goulter, had already been dead for 26 years. In fact, he had died four
years before she was born. Ezra would certainly have known that his father didn’t
live at a ’Hawkesbury Manor’. He was thirty four when he left England and his
father died three years before he left. The other anomaly is the mention of her
Davis grandfather at “Lark Hall”. This wasn’t a mansion, as it sounds, but a
locality in Bath.
Was the statement included as an appearance of social standing by her father for
the benefit of her future in laws? Her groom also mentions his grandfather at a
time when, generally, the parents were the only ones named. It may be that some
memories were a little bit hazy or embellished. In 1951, the Nicholson home of
“Carboonah”, mentioned above, was up for sale and described as “a magnificent
old residence, suitable for a guest house, rest home or private hospital”. It was a
substantial two storey brick home of five bedrooms.
Deaths of Ezra & Sarah
On 24 Feb 1886 when they were living at 50 Green Street, Windsor (Melbourne),
Ezra wrote his will naming his wife Sarah as sole beneficiary. Ezra died at home
on 29 May 1899 and his death notice appeared in The Age:
“passed peacefully away, at his residence, 32 Munro Street, Ascot Vale...in his 73rd year”.
Sarah survived until 1924 when she died at their home “Avondale” at 140
Maribyrnong Rd, Moonee Ponds.” She was buried on 11 Aug 1924 at Melbourne
General Cemetery.
Ezra’s Will - Dated 24 Feb 1886
‘...Ezra Goulter of No 50 Green Street in Windsor in the colony of Victoria,
photographer...unto my beloved wife Sarah Goulter all my real and personal estate of
which I may be possessed at the time of my decease. Also the amount payable upon my
life insurance policy from the Victoria Insurance Co. as well as any other monies or
property to which I may herafter be entitled by will or otherwise.’

Image of p.1, see image p.2 over the page
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Will of Ezra Goulter 24 Feb 1886

Full details of Ezra & Sarah’s life, their children and his photographic career can be found in Mike
O’Shaughnessy’s comprehensive document Ezra & Sarah Goulter.
Brian Wates Ainsworth History (p.22 Davis Family) and Sarah’s letters can be sourced from his
website: http://www.brian-wates.co.uk/AinsworthFamily/Ainsworth.html
Letters: http://www.brian-wates.co.uk/AinsworthFamily/Sarah Goulter letters.pdf
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Photos of Ezra & Sarah Goulter & their Family
[All photos on p 6.13, 6.14, 6.15
- See Refs. for Chap.6]

Clockwise from left: Lucy 12, Charlie 9,
Bessie 1, with Sarah, Elsie 5, Mary 7, early
1873

Back: Lucy Mary, Ezra, Charles Comely;
Middle: Elsie Mary, Sarah nursing
Cuthbert Ezra, Mary Elizabeth Mercy.
Front: l to r Winifred Allie Mary & Sarah
‘Bessie’ May, on right. c1885

Photos credit p.6.13, 6.14. 6.15 : Brian Wates (see Refs for Chapter 6 for full details)
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1. Lucy 1861-1931
16yrs 6mths 1877

18yrs Feb 1879

3. Mary Elizabeth Mercy 1865-1934

2. Charles Comely
1863-1920 5yrs 1868

16yrs 1881

6. Sarah B M ‘Bessie’ 1872-1889
1yr 9mths Nov 1873
8yrs 1880

6.14

12yrs June 1875

4. Elsie 1867-1873 12 Oct 1872

6. Children of James Goulter & Mary Comely

7. ‘Winnie’ 1875-1944
18 Jul 1877

8. Cuthbert Ezra 1880-1887
‘Bertie’

8. ‘Bertie’ 2yrs 1880-1887

Left:
9. Kathleen Mary 18831971, 4yrs c1887
Right:
Sarah Goulter, c1910
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3.

Eber b 21 Oct 1827
Acton Turville, Glos.
Farmer, Crystal Brook, South Aust.
Eber was born on 21 Oct 1827 at Acton
Turville where he was baptised a month later
on 18 Nov 1827.
In 1841 he was a thirteen year old scholar at
Acton Turville and two years later in 1843
there is a record of him at the Private School

Baptism 1827

of Mr Richard Baker. Richard Baker died, age 50, in 1846.
This information came from The Church 30, Vol 1-3 where he
was described as:
"a useful man in the cause of Christ by introducing the gospel into the
dark village of Acton Turville".
The Goulter family and their friends were strict
Baptists.

3. Eber
b 21 Oct 1827
bap 18 Nov 1827
Acton Turville,
Glos.
d 1 Aug 1899
Crystal Brook, SA
m 1858 Gawler,
Sth Australia
6 children, plus 1
adopted
Mary Anne
WOODS
1837 Nocknavey
[?], Cty Cavan, IRE.
d 1903 Crystal
Brook SA.
Parents: John
WOODS
d 15 Oct 1903
Crystal Brook, SA
Marriage 1858

In 1849 Eber boarded the “Ramilies” 31 to
emigrate to Port Adelaide, South Australia where
he arrived on 25 Mar 1849. In 1858, at thirty one
years of age, he married Mary Ann WOODS at
Gawler, South Australia. Mary Ann was born
c1837 in Nocknavey, County Cavan, Ireland [?
There is no Nocknavey/Knocknavey in Cavan].
An unknown family source wrote a little about Eber’s life in South Australia:
"Eber Goulter, farmer, was born on the 21st October, 1827, at Acton Turville, Gloucestershire, England,
and was the third son of James Goulter, of the same place, by his second wife. He was educated in his
native place at the private school of Mr Richard Baker, and at the age of sixteen commenced farming
under his father. In December of 1848 he took passage by the ship Ramelis )sic) for Australia, and for
the first two years after his arrival in Adelaide followed various occupations. He then spent some time
on the goldfields of Forest Creek and Bendigo, and on returning to South Australia took up 80 acres of
land on the Gilbert, when he commenced farming. In addition to this, Mr Goulter purchased 120 acres
at the Government auction sale, and successfully farmed this property for several years. He sold his
farm and went to Nelson (New Zealand), and then to Marlborough, but owing to the climate returned
to Riverton. After six years successful farming at this place, he again left it and went to Dalkey, but
selling out returned again to Riverton, and purchased a place at Peter's Hill, near Riverton, remaining
there seven years. In the year 1873 he went to his present place at Crystal Brook, taking up 484 acres,
200 of which he cultivates. Mr Goulter was married to Mary Ann Woods, of Nocknavey, County Cavan,
Ireland, in the year 1857 [1858], by whom he has three boys and four girls. He is a member of the
North Western Agricultural Society. In politics, he is a Freetrader." (Unknown source, handed down in
the family)
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Eber and Mary had seven children of their own:
1.

Mary: 1859 New Zealand. Married Frederick ALLEN (1861-1915) in 1884,
Crystal Brook, Sth Aus. d 1950. 6 known children: John Edward 1885,
Albert James 1888-1969, Thomas George 1890, Eber Joseph 1893, Mary
Louisa 1896, Alfred Frederick 1902.

2.

John: b 14 May1861, Riverton, Sth Aust. d 1948. Married Mary Louisa
O’BRIEN on 7 Apr 1891 Sth. Aust. d 1948 Hindmarsh Sth Aust. 4 known
children: Eber Albert 1892-1892; Mary Gertrude 1894-1919; Leslie John
1896-1912; Veronica Ann 1899-1976.

3.

Ann: b 12 Jun 1863, Riverton, Sth Aust. Never married.

4.

Laura: 6 Nov 1865 Fry’s Plain, Sth Aust. d 1938. Married Albert JARMYN
1902 Sth Aust. 1 known son: Albert Clarence 10 Nov 1903-1984

5.

Allen: b 12 Oct 1867 (Twin) Peter’s Hill, Riverton, Sth Aust. d 21 Sep 1931
South Aust. Married Marion GREIG 6 Mar 1890, Crystal Brook, Sth Aust. 8
known children: James Eber 1891-1972, Adelaide Phoebe 1893-1948, Myra
Beatrice 18961964, Bertrand Cyril Alfred 1901-1969, Ivy Ida Marion 19021992, Elsie Millicent 1905-1992, Comfort Jean 1908, Phyllis Eileen 19121979.

6.

James: 12 Oct 1867 (Twin) Peter’s Hill, Riverton Sth Aust. d 1931. Married
Lily JARMYN 1899 at Koolunga Sth Aust. 6 known children: Lottie Lily 1902
-1964, James Wallace 1904, Eber John 1905, Annie May 1907-2002, Mavis
Laura 1908, Ronald 1910-1985.

7.

Maria: b 24 Mar 1871 Peter’s Hill, Riverton, Sth Aust. [Married Austin
Henry STAPLETON Subiaco West. Aust. His 2nd marr?] d 1950 Beaconsfield
West Aust. Known children: Mary Ann Florence 1896 Port Pirie, SA. 3
others?: Lily, Violet, Percy. Unconfirmed information]

Deaths of Eber & Mary Ann
Eber died 1 Aug 1899 at Crystal Brook, Sth Aust., aged seventy two years. Mary
also died at Crystal Brook four years later on 14 Oct 1903, aged sixty six years.
They are the official dates. The headstones below are different by a day in both
cases. Crystal Brook Cemetery, Crystal Brook, South Australia.
Crystal Brook Cemetery, South Australia

Find A Grave: https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/197176498/eber-goulter
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4.

Theophilus b1829
Acton Turville, Glos.
Farmer - Acton Turville
USA/Canada: Farmer; Butcher

Theophilus was baptised at Acton Turville
on 20 Sep 1829. His name was unusual
and it was speculated that he may have been named after a
much respected Baptist Minister who was in the area for a
number of years. This may have been Rev Theophilus Jones
of the Wotton under Edge Tabernacle Church.

32

4. Theophilus
bap 20 Sep 1829
Acton Turville, Glos.
d 22 Jan 1906, 77yrs
Virden, Manitoba,
Canada
m1. 1858, Charlton
Abbots, Glos.
m2. 1868,
Gravesend, Kent
m1. 2 children
m2. 6 children
m1. Ellen Elizabeth
HANKS
born 19 Dec 1834
Charlton Abbots,
Glos.
Parents: John
HANKS & Jane
(COMELY)
d 1866 Gravesend,
Kent UK 32yrs

1851 Census, Acton Turville

In 1851 at twenty one years of age he was still working on the farm with his
father. He married his first wife, Ellen Elizabeth HANKS in 1858 at Charlton
Abbots near Cheltenham Glos. She was born at Charlton Abbots, the daughter of
John & Jane Hanks.
Marriage 1858 Ellen Elizabeth Hanks
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1861 Census, Acton Turville (Limes Farm)

In 1861 they are farming 303 acres at Acton Turville. Theophilus officially leased
and took over Limes Farm on 10 April 1858. He has his three younger brothers
still living there - after all, it was their home. His mother was probably still living
there but must have been away on the night of the census as she reappears there
in 1871.
A report from the Badminton Farmers’ Club Show of 1864 33 shows the families
involvement in the community, and no doubt some sibling rivalry. The show was
held in the Great Paddock of the Duke of Beaufort’s Badminton Estate, probably
annually.
“The weather was fine, although inclined to be rather stormy in the morning. The village
was exceedingly thronged and traps bowled in heavily laden from all parts of the
surrounding country”.
His half brother, James Goulter of Acton Turville, won 2 pounds for best sow
above 12 months. Theophilus came second. This was reversed for the best boar
above 3 and under 12 months. They both did well in the thick cheese, but neither
won. Theophilus came second to another man.
In 1862 Ellen had their first child, Herbert Hanks followed by Ellen Mary in 1865.
Sadly Ellen died in the second quarter of 1866, at Gravesend, Kent, a long way
from where she was born at Charlton Abbots, Glos. This left Theophilus with two
young children. And we wonder why was she at Gravesend in
Kent? We find the link to Gravesend two years later when
Theophilus marries Jane Wood COOPER, also at Gravesend
in Kent. Further investigation shows that the link is back to
his first wife’s family of HANKS - Jane Wood COOPER’s
mother was Martha HANKS so the families were known to
each other. There are also links to a Comely family- Jane
Hanks maiden name was Jane COMELY.
The image of the marriage record below is incorrect in that it
shows her name as Jane WOOD but her birth record
confirms that her name was Jane Wood COOPER (b 6 Dec
1839, bap 29 Mar 1840). The Cooper family were quite well
off.
Marriage to Jane Wood COOPER 1868, Gravesend, Kent
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m2. Jane Wood
COOPER
born 6 Dec 1839,
bap 29 Mar, 1840
Gravesend, Kent.
d 8 Nov 1906
Virden, Manitoba,
Canada
Parents: John
Thomas COOPER &
Martha HANKS
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Theophilus had three more children with Jane: Martha Jane Daisy 1868, Kitty
Maud 1870 and after the 1871 census, Percy Theophilus, in 1872.
1871 Census, Acton Turville (Limes Farm)

The 1871 Census was taken after his marriage to Jane and was the last census
where the family was found. At the time, Jane was visiting her father back at
Gravesend with their three year old daughter Martha Daisy. Her mother had died
and her father was now a widower. Theophilus is still at Limes Farm in Acton
Turville with his mother, Mary, and his other two of his daughters, Ellen 5 and
Kitty, just 9 months. They had three domestic servants. Theophilus’s son,
Herbert Hanks Goulter, was also away. He was now eight years old and visiting
or staying for a time with his Hanks grandparents at Charlton Abbots. They had
a very large farm of 791 acres employing 20 men and 8 boys. They also employed
a governess for their two younger daughters, a niece, and possibly Herbert as
well. It was thirty seven miles away.
An 1879 Kelly’s Directory lists Theophilus still at Acton Turville but the family
then emigrated to Quebec, Canada on 19 Sep 1880. His mother, Mary, was still
alive and living separately in a cottage at Acton Turville. One can’t help but
wonder how she felt at the family leaving the family farm to move overseas. What
was happening in farming at the time to cause an exodus, or had they heard of
the opportunities to be had elsewhere?
The 1881 Census for Canada, lists the family in the town of Barrie, Simcoe
North, in southern Ontario, north of Toronto: Theophilus 51, Jane 41, Herbert
Hanks 18, Ellen 16, Daisy 12, Kitty 10, Percy 7 and Lily Mather 25, all Baptist.
We are unsure how long they stayed there. It was also where is older halfbrother, Thomas and his family, had emigrated about 1850. At some point they
moved on to Virden, Manitoba.
Theophilus died on 22 Jan 1906, age 77. Jane died on 8 Nov the same year but
she was only 66. Both died in Virden, Manitoba, Canada and are buried in the
Virden Cemetery.
Of the children, at this point we have some information on his eldest son,
Herbert Hanks Goulter

34.

After emigrating to Canada in 1880 with his family when he was eighteen he
trained as a solicitor and barrister at Portage la Prairie (a small city on the
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central plains of Manitoba) then moved to Virden in 1885. In 1901, age 38, he
was back in London practising as a barrister and boarding at Tottenham Court,
St Pancras. On 29 Apr 1903 he married Jennie Evelyn McKECHNIE at Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Canada. They settled at Virden, Manitoba, Canada, where they appear
on the 1906 & 1921 Canadian census records. They subsequently had two
daughters: Lillian M. Goulter and Dorothy Mary Goulter. He did well practicing
law and in 1906 he was the owner of the first automobile in Virden.
On16 Sep 1913 Herbert was again in London, this time with his wife, Jennie and
her sister Kate. They travelled aboard the Andania 35 from Montreal. On 8 Nov
1913 after a two month stay they departed to return home via New York aboard
the SS Minnetonka 36, travelling 1st Class. The shipping record provides a wealth
of information:
All three were now Canadians although Herbert listed his ‘race’ as English while
the sisters were both ‘Scotch’ even though they were both born in Winnipeg,
Canada; Herbert 51, Jennie 34 (incorrectly written as Minnie E), her sister, Kate
29. Herbert paid for all three passages and stated he had previously visited
Chicago in the US in 1898. Jennie’s sister had been to California in 1913.
Questions that were asked of them were “are you a Polygamist?”, “are you an
Anarchist?”, “are you deformed or crippled?” The list also provides physical
descriptions: Herbert, 6’ 1”, of dark complexion with grey hair and eyes. Jennie
5’ 3”, dark complexion, dark hair and grey eyes. Her sister was the same height
but had a fair complexion and hair with grey eyes. The girls father was John
McKechnie who lived at 47 Carlton St, Winnipeg. [Their mother was Catherine
McGREGOR]
Herbert was active in community affairs, was a charter member of the Virden
Hospital Board in 1906, and made major donations to its operation. He was also
a member of St. Mary’s Anglican Church and the Virden Masonic Lodge. He
retired from law in 1920 and died at Virden on 28 October 1935 and was buried
at the Virden Cemetery. Jennie died there nine years later in 1954. The Goulter
School in Virden was named after the pioneering family.
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5. & 6.

Joseph & Mary Elizabeth (1) (Twins) b c May 1831
Both bap 3 Jul 1831 St Mary’s Church, Acton Turville

Joseph died the same year and was buried on 5 December 1831—seven months old.
Mary Elizabeth died in 1832 and was buried on 14 March—ten months old.

Baptisms, 3 Jul 1831

Burial, Joseph 5 Dec 1831

Burial, Mary Elizabeth 14 Mar 1832
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7.

George b1832
Acton Turville, Glos.
Farmer
Encounter Bay, Victor Harbor SA

7. George
bap 28 Oct 1832
Acton Turville,
Glos.
d 23 Oct 1908
George was baptised on 28 Oct 1832 at St Encounter Bay SA
Mary’s, Acton Turville.
m1 7 Oct 1859
Gawler Sth Aust.
m2 15 Aug 1867
Church of Eng Baptisms 1813-1913, Acton Turville Willunga SA

m1 Emily CURNOW
bap 22 Apr 1838
Paul, Cornwall, Eng
Par: John CURNOW &
Amelia OATS. Emig:
12 Mar 1857
d 22 Mar 1862 23yrs
Woolshed Flat SA
m2 Maria/Marie
MASLIN/MASTER
b c1840
Father: George
MASLIN
d 1923
Encounter Bay SA

On 18 Apr 1850, age 18, he emigrated from London, via Plymouth to South
Australia aboard the British Empire. He joined his elder brother, Eber, in South
Australia. The arrival of the ship on 14th Aug was reported in the South
Australian Register on the 15 Aug 1850. It was the 7th ship from England to SA
with government passengers for 1850.
Shipping Record

George married Emily CURNOW at Gawler, South Australia on 7 Oct 1859 but
she died three years later in 1862. She was only twenty three years old. Emily
was born in 1838 in Penzance, Cornwall to John CURNOW & Amelia OATS and
the family emigrated some time after 1842. She was buried with her father and
brother, Edwin at Woolshed Flat Wesleyan Cemetery, Rhynie SA.
South Australian Register 26 Sep 1862

Five years later he married Maria Maslin/Master at Willunga SA. There were no
known children from either marriage and they lived in the Victor Harbor region of
South Australia.
George’s second wife is a mystery. Her name has been indexed as MASTER but it
is more likely to have been MASLIN. George’s grave is the one Goulter grave
amongst a whole row of Maslin’s. Whether Maria is also buried with him is a
mystery as she is not recorded. Right next to George in the fenced enclosure is a
headstone for Harry MASLIN, who died 17 Nov 1910, 68 years. He was born in
1842, ten years after George. It is interesting that the death records have a note
Harry’s father was a John ATTRILL, not a MASLIN. The mystery deepens with a
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marriage record for John ATTRILL to a Mary Ann MASLIN on 26 Apr 1866 at
Willunga SA, one year before a Maria/Marie MASLIN married George. So there is
a definite link to the ATTRILL family.
George died on 23 Oct 1908 at Encounter Bay, just south of Victor Harbour and
he was buried at Myponga Cemetery. He was seventy seven years old. Mary died
at the same place in 1923 but it is unknown where she was buried as her details
are not included on the headstone.

Myponga Wesleyan Cemetery, SA.

Find A Grave: https://www.findagrave.com/
memorial/139555508/george-goulter

Little else is known of George but some newspaper items tell us a little of his
story. The first one in 1870 informs us that he is willing to pay a reward of ten
pound for details on the theft of his branded cattle. Also that he is residing near
Black Swamp, north east of Victor Harbor.

Adelaide Observer 10 Sep 1870
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In early June 1884 George is listed in the Insolvency Court as a Farmer in
Ashbourne. Later in the month a property is being auctioned by the mortgagee. It
is described as about eight miles from Willunga, consisting of 108 fenced acres, a
dwelling house and stone stable with George Goulter in occupation at the time.
This was about 42 kilometres from Black Swamp. The three places of Black
Swamp, Ashbourne and Willunga form a triangle at the top of the Fleurieu
Peninsula.

Express & Telegraph, S.A. 2 Jun 1884, p.2
Yorke Peninsula
South Australia

Southern Argus 19 Jun 1884

The following is a vivid description of the sparse landscape where George was
living in 1887 when he was about fifty five years old:
FROM WILLUNGA TO PORT VICTOR, South Australian Register, 15 Nov 1887.
“After a nights rest at the clean and comfortable hostelry known as the 'Bush Inn,' we
started early, with a bright cool morning, for Port Victor, for the purpose of inspecting and
forming an opinion of the capabilities of the intervening country for cultural occupation.
The famous Square Waterhole, the infamous Black Swamp, the wrongly named Hungry
Swamp, and many historical places exist upon this route. Once there was an
accommodation house at the Square Water hole, where the accommodation was next to
nothing and the civility usually expected at such places was not too abundant. After wards
there was an inn, which was a little better, but the inducements to travellers that way were
insufficient and the place is now deserted. There are only two inhabited cottages visible
from the road upon the whole route, and one of these, occupied by a station man under
the Road Board is likely to be empty soon. The first house is near Mount Compass, a mile or
two west of Square Waterhole. The other is several miles further on, at Hungry Swamp,
where George Goulter occupies a selection of nearly 1,000 acres at an annual rental of £3
10s…”
We have no details of his movements after this but he remained in the Yorke
Peninsula vicinity up until his death.
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8.

Mary Elizabeth (2) b1834
Acton Turville
Lived Guiting Power & Moreton in the Marsh Glos.;
Cardiff, Wales; Cheltenham Glos.

Mary Elizabeth was baptised at Acton Turville on 16 Apr
1834. She had five elder brothers, five half brothers and a
sister also named Mary Elizabeth who had died in infancy in
1832. The name must have had great significance for them –
most likely after her mother Mary Comely and her
grandmother, Elizabeth Roach.

8. Mary Elizabeth
bap 16 Apr 1834
Acton Turville, Glos.
d 2nd Qtr 1913
Cheltenham, Glos.
m 20 Jun 1857
Acton Turville
6 known children

Edward Thomas
WOOD
b 23 May 1828
Hawling, Glos.
She was the only daughter to survive to adulthood as the next
d 4th Qtr 1909,
born, Ann Matilda also died as an infant.
Cheltenham, Glos.
Parents: Edward
WOOD & Ann COOK

In 1851 Mary was seventeen and still living at home on the farm at Acton
Turville. In 1857, age 23, and just two months after the death of her father she
married farmer Edward Thomas WOOD at St Mary’s Church, Acton Turville.
Edward was born in 1828 to Edward WOOD & Ann COOK at Hawling, Glos.
Marriage, St Mary’s Church, Acton Turville 20 Jun 1857

They moved to Naunton in the north of the Cotswolds where they had two
children: Ada Anne Charity 1858 & Edward Laurence in the last quarter of 1859.
In 1861 they are nearby at Guiting Power where Edith Mary was born in 1862
and Edward is now employed as a Farm Bailiff. A son, James Goulter was born
close by at Bourton on the Hill in 1865 and another son, Cyril George in 1870 at
Moreton in the Marsh. In 1871 they are still at London Road Terrace in Moreton
in the Marsh were Edward is now employed as a Coal Agent. Guiting Power,
Bourton on the Hill and Moreton in the Marsh are all very pretty Cotswold
villages.

6.26

6. Children of James Goulter & Mary Comely
1871 Census, London Road Terrace, Moreton in the Marsh, Glos.

Edward was either very versatile or restless as they moved around a lot and he
was employed in a variety of occupations. Farming may also have been in decline.
They had moved to Cardiff in Wales about 1874 when their son, Cyril, died at just
four years of age. Two years later in 1876 they had their sixth child, another son,
Raymond William, but his birth was registered back in Cheltenham, Glos.
By 1881 they had moved back to Cardiff in Wales again where Edward is
employed as Foreman in a Sack Depot. They were living at 45 Bedford St. and
they still have four children living with them. Ada 23, is working as a barmaid,
Edward 21, an unemployed draper & James 16, clerk to a Ship Broker. Edith
remained in Cheltenham where she is working as an assistant lace maker with
three other women.
So Mary, her mother’s only daughter was living fifty miles away when her mother
died in 1881. Ten years further on in 1891 she and Edward have again moved
back to Cheltenham Glos. Where they are living at Denmark Cottages by
themselves. Edward is now employed as a Corn Dealer’s assistant.
Their daughter, Ada, married Robert Lloyd, a farmer, at Cardiff in 1887 and they
moved back to farm at Wiltshire. In 1891 they were at Boatley[?] Farm, Shipton
Rd, Brokenborough, Wiltshire.
1901 finds Edward & Mary still in Cheltenham but they are now living with their
eldest daughter Ada and her family at 13 Courtenay Street. Mary is now 57 and
Edward is 62. He has reinvented himself once again and now, at 72, he is a
Furniture Broker. Edward died in 1909 at 13 Courtenay St and is buried at
Cheltenham.
Burial, Edward Wood, 1909, Page 1 & 2
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Mary appears once more in the 1911 census where she is a seventy seven year
old widow living with private means. She is still lodging with her daughter’s
family at the same address as in 1901.
Mary died in Dec 1913 at 18 Columbia Place, Cheltenham and was also buried
at Cheltenham on 31 Dec 1913. Her age is incorrect on the burial record as she
was actually seventy nine years old, not seventy four. Columbia Place is just a
short walk from Courtenay St but we have no way of knowing whether she was
still with her daughter’s family or by herself.
Burial - Mary Elizabeth Wood 31 Dec 1913.

9.

Ann Matilda b1836 d1837

Acton Turville, Glos.

Ann Matilda was baptised on 30 Oct 1836 at St Mary’s
Church, Acton Turville.
Ann Matilda was the third of James & Mary’s children to die
as an infant. She died at just six moths old and was buried
in the churchyard of St Mary’s, Acton Turville on 28 Mar
1837.
Baptism 1836 & Burial, St Mary’s, Acton Turville 1837
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9. Ann Matilda
bap 30 Oct 1836
Acton Turville, Glos.
d 1837 Infant
Acton Turville, Glos.
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10.

Albert b1839 Acton Turville
Cardiff, Wales
Farmer, Ship Chandler

Albert was born in the last quarter of 1839 but no baptism
has been found as yet.
Birth Registration, 1839. Chipping Sodbury

10. Albert
b 4th Qtr 1839
Acton Turville, Glos.
d 2nd Qtr 1886 47y
Pontypridd, Wales
m 1st Qtr 1869
Cardiff, Wales
No known children
Ann Elizabeth
ALEXANDER
b 3rd Qtr 1841
Reg. Malmesbury,
Wiltshire.
Par: Harry Head
ALEXANDER & Mary
Watts TANNER
d 1887 46y
Bridgend, Wales

At twenty one in 1861 Albert was still living at home at
Limes Farm in Acton Turville. His elder brother and his wife
had now taken over the farm and but Alfred & Edward were
still living and working there. Some time after this he moved
to Wales where he married Ann Elizabeth ALEXANDER in
Cardiff in 1869. Ann was born in Chippenham, Wiltshire in
1841, the youngest of four children. They were a Wiltshire
family. Her father had been a printer and bookseller in High Street, Malmesbury,
but had died in 1842 one year after her birth. Her mother was left with four
children under eight years of age but she continued to run the bookstore. Ann’s
brothers became printers from the age of fifteen.

Albert was one of the Executors when Ann’s mother died in 1867. At that time he
was employed as Commercial Traveller.
In 1871 Albert & Ann lived at 13 Southey St, Cardiff where he was a Ship’s
Chandler. Albert & Ann have their six year old niece, Louisa Fogwill, living or
visiting with them. Ann’s sister Mary had married Samuel Edward Fogwill. Ann &
Albert also have a 17yr old general servant.
1871 Census, Roath, Cardiff, Wales

That same year Albert is also listed at 4 Poplar Terrace, Wordsworth, Roath in
the Post Office Directory.
1871 Post Office Directory, Monmouth & South Wales

Their whereabouts are unknown for the 1881 census but Albert died at
Pontypridd in Wales in the first half of 1886. Ann died a year later in 1887.
It appears that Albert was actually in partnership with two others for the Ship
Chandler business. The two items below show that they liquidated the business
in early 1873 but all three were declared bankrupts in April of the next year.
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Albert and Ann had no known children and he was only forty seven years old
when he died. His death record has been found but no record of probate.
South Wales Daily News, 1 Jan 1873, p4.

South Wales Daily News, 15 Apr 1874
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11. Alfred b1841 Acton Turville

11. Alfred
b 1841
Acton Turville, Glos.
d 13 Oct 1912
Colac VIC

Victoria, Aust. [Direct Ancestor]
Farmer , Photographer, Draper,
Newsagent

m 6 Apr 1874
Emerald Hill
(South Melbourne)
8 children

Alfred’s birth was in the last quarter of
1841 was registered at Chipping Sodbury
(the nearest larger centre) but a baptism
record hasn’t been found. Census records
confirm he was born in Acton Turville.

Ann WHITE
b 1845 Bruton Som
bap 20 Jun 1845
Bruton, Som.
d 2 Jul 1919 74yrs
Colac, Vic
Parents: Jacob
WHITE & Mary
COLES

Ann was baptised on 20 Jun 1845 at
Bruton, Somerset. Her parents, Jacob
White & Mary Coles, were married on 20
Dec 1832 at Milton Clevedon Som. It is
difficult to trace Ann’s family confidently
due to the commonality of their names.
Birth - Alfred Goulter 4th Qtr 1841

Eng & Wales BMD Birth Index, 1837-1915

Baptism - Ann White 20 Jun 1845 (The minister was also named WHITE)
Som, Eng, Church of England
Baptisms, 1813-1914

Marriage of Ann’s Parents: 1832
Som, Eng, Marriages, 1754-1914
Bruton 1813-1840
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In 1851 Alfred was nine years old and living with the family at Acton Turville and
going to school.
1851 Census, Acton Turville

For the next census in 1861 he is nineteen and listed at the same farm but now
his brother Theophilus and his wife, Mary are the main occupiers. His father had
died and his mother may have still lived there but was absent on the night, or
she may have lived in another cottage in the village. He is listed as ‘farmer’s son’
and was probably helping Theophilus on the farm.
1861 Census, Acton Turville

At twenty three years old, Alfred emigrated alone to Victoria, Australia on the
“City of Melbourne”, arriving 31st May 1865.
Emigration to Melbourne: Arrived 31 May 1865

Immigration: “City of Melbourne” May 1865, Public Record Office Victoria Shipping Lists
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Although he travelled alone his elder brother Ezra had already been in Melbourne
since 1860 and Alfred stayed with Ezra & Sarah initially after his arrival. Ezra
was fifteen years older than Alfred so would have been thirty nine.
In one of Sarah’s letters home to England in March 1869 she mentions that
Alfred was still living with them in Melbourne. She also says:
“He was baptised a week or two since. He is a very nice young man. I believe he was
very fond of Mercy, he does not seem to think of any other. I have been thinking for
some time past of writing a long letter to Mrs Goulter. I think she would be pleased
to know all about us.”

This is interesting on two accounts. Firstly, that Alfred is baptised at twenty eight
years of age. No baptism record could be found for him as a child but the record
must have been lost or indexed incorrectly. His is the only one of the eighteen
children that was missing. It is likely he was baptised again into the particular
church of Alfred and Sarah. In another letter in May 1869 she mentions that she
wants to write to Alfred’s mother, Mary, to tell her about his baptism and that he
has “joined our little Church...he is a most exemplary young man”.
Secondly, Mercy was Sarah’s youngest sister, born 1843, so she would have been
two years younger than Alfred. Sarah knew her sister was suffering from
consumption but unbeknown to her she had died two weeks prior to her writing
this letter. If Alfred had a great interest in Mercy, why did he emigrate to
Australia alone? Was his interest more of a compassionate nature due to her
illness? Or did he hope to go back for her as his brother Ezra had done for
Sarah? The families certainly knew each other.

Marriage of Alfred Goulter & Ann White 6 Apr 1874
In any case, nine years after his arrival in Australia, Alfred married Ann White at
Emerald Hill [Sth Melbourne] on 6 Apr 1874. Part of the ten years prior to his
marriage Alfred was working in partnership with Ezra doing photography. Some
photos are identified as having been done by the “Goulter Bros”.
Ezra’s wife, Sarah, wrote home to England about their marriage in another of her
letters:
Marriage 1874
"We have such an event in our family, a
wedding! Your uncle Ezra's brother Alfred is to
be married next Monday week, Easter Monday,
Lucy is to be one of three bridesmaids she is to
wear my wedding dress taken to pieces & made
up for her & trimmed with blue bows; it is to be
in the bride's brother's house, the minister
comes to the house, it is a very frequent way
here"
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Their first two children, Annie in 1875 and Alfred George in 1876, were born at
Emerald Hill. At this time Alfred was proprietor of a drapery store on the corner
of Moray & Bank Sts, Emerald Hill and he was paying rates on a property at 66
Bank St East. The property was owned by J B Youl. His business was also listed
in the Sands Melbourne Directory for 1875. His entry was accompanied by two
entries for his brother Ezra, photographer at Chapel St & Malvern Rd, Prahran.
The only other Goulter listed was a “John Goulter” at 1 Lonsdale Terrace, Albert
Rd, Emerald Hill, who is unknown at this point. A year later in 1876 his drapery
business had moved to Clarendon St, Emerald Hill.
The family then moved to various places in Victoria including Goornong,
Goorambat, (where Mary Elizabeth was born in 1878) Gowangardie, Violet Town
(birth of Albert Comely 1880, Sarah Elsie 1882 and Arthur Leopold 1884).
These places were named in a diary kept by their daughter, Annie. It had been
transcribed by a family member in 1970.
In February 1884 his sister in law Sarah’s letters home to England report
unseasonable weather:
“cold and wet, just in the middle of harvest, it will result in great loss to many;
we hear a very bad account from Alfred. And Charlie’s five acres I suppose
will produce very little. From Alfred it is very uphill work for him, they
have five children now and expecting another soon, but he is of a very
hopeful disposition, always expecting to do better next harvest”.
For Alfred, she would have been referring to Violet Town VIC, which is just over
half way between Melbourne & Albury. The child they were expecting would have
been Arthur Leopold who was born in June 1884 at Violet Town. So we know
that they were farming there at that time. ‘Charlie’ was Ezra & Sarah’s son.
This farming pursuit must not have been successful as they were back in the city
at Prahran in 1886 where Alfred appears in the Rate Books as proprietor of a
newsagent in St Kilda.
It is unclear exactly when they acquired land at Colac. Maybe Alfred had saved
enough capital after two years back in Melbourne to get back to the land again. If
there is one trait the Goulter’s have, it is versatility.

Move to Colac region, country Victoria
They finally moved to the Colac region about 1886 where they settled and farmed
for the better part of their lives. Harold was born there in 1887 and their
youngest child, Oswald John, three years later in 1890. They were in the
Irrewillipe and Elliminyt region south of Colac.
Newspaper items tell stories of land bought and sold, clearing sales, fires and
mayhem. From dairy farming, pig farming, prizes at Agricultural shows, car for
sale, involvement with the church and the bizarre story in 1904 of the healthy
four legged chicken. Which apparently is not uncommon.
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Newpaper Items from the Colac Herald:
1887-1888 : Application to purchase at auction: “35 acres, Irrewillipe, part of
allotment 26”. It was opposed as there was a permanent spring on the land. It
was suggested it be retained for watering purposes.
1892 : Clearing Sale on account of Mr Goulter: 5 plough horses, 1 pony, 1 pony
cart, 1 horse wagon, saddle & bridle, dray harness, sundries.
1898 : Severe bush fires in the district. A fire broke out in Mr Goulter’s paddock
at Irrewillipe West, and burned a considerable area of grass before it was
checked. Great difficulty releasing 30 bullocks (owned by T McGrath)
1898 : Fire destroyed grapes, three miles of fencing and three acres of fruit trees.
The third time in the season his paddock has been set on fire. Thanks to the four
men who helped save the house, sheds etc. Will not thank those who looked on
without lending a helping hand.
1900 : Tender to cart 1000 fencing posts from Mr A Goulter‘s farm, Irrewillipe to
the Warrion Estate homestead.
1900 : Anniversary services at Barongarook West Wesleyan Church. Special
mention was made of the loss sustained by the church by Mr Goulter and his
family to Colac. Gifts were presented to Alfred Goulter (books) which included
“Lectures & Sermons of Peter McKenzie”, “The Successful Merchant, the Life of
Samuel Budgett” and “Life of Dwight L Moody”. Miss Annie Goulter received a
writing desk from the church friends and officers and members of the Sabbath
School and Christian Endeavour Society, and a book “Morning by Morning” from
the Superintendent of the school. Miss Mary Goulter received “Bible Interpreter”
and “Daily Message to Christian Endeavourers”. Although Alfred continued his
farming pursuits the family moved into Colac to live.
1901 : Wool Wool Estate being sold. Land principally for dairying and fattening
as it is too stoney for cultivation. Mr A. Goulter, Irrewillipe, applied for Lot 12,
260 acres.
1901 : Land sale: 20 small blocks at Colac West owned by Mr A Goulter.
1903 : Clearing sale of dairy herd on the farm, Larpent. Intends giving up
farming and dairying.
1904 : Sale of Alfred Goulter’s land at Colac West, 2 ¾ acres with 2 cottages.
1904 : Freak of nature: Mr Goulter’s one week old chicken, healthy with four
perfectly formed legs.
1904 : Directory: Grazier at Tomahawk Creek (south west of Irrewillipe)
1905 : Application for a licence for A Goulter, Irrewillipe, for posts and firewood.
1905 : Transfer of leasehold from Alfred Goulter to Thomas Baker, parish of
Irrewillipe, 459 acres.
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1908 : Transfer of lease of Alfred Goulter, Irrewillipe, 311 acres.
1908 : A four roomed cottage owned by Mr Goulter of Colac West and occupied
by Mr R Sutton was destroyed by fire on Friday morning.
1911 : Listed in the Sands Directory at Colac West.
1917 : Sale of estate of Alfred Goulter, dairy farm on Wool Wool Estate
subdivision, 232(?) Acres

Some images of the above items:

Colac Herald 22 Feb 1898, p3

Colac Herald 8 Feb 1898, p2

Colac Herald 24 Feb 1908, p2
Colac Herald 3 Nov 1903, p2
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Barongarook
Barongarook was on the Beech Forest railway line which operated from 1902
until 1962. This line ran south from Colac to the Otway Ranges. It is now a
popular rail trail.
The name arose from the Borongarook or Illimynte pastoral run, which was taken
up in 1837 by pastoral pioneer, Hugh Murray. The name of 'Barongarook' is
thought to have derived from an Aboriginal word meaning running water. 41
The region is well known for dairying, grazing and potato-growing, and was an
area of many small to medium size farms. Schools were opened in 1876 and
1879, the latter named Barongarook Forest. Timber-getting was established, and
a sawmill was opened at Barongarook in 1917. Another was moved to there in
1919 after being burnt out in the forest. A small general store was built in 1921
but it was acquired for a Methodist church in 1925, which continued until the
1980s. In 2007 there was still a hall, a tennis club and the school still had eight
pupils.43
The early farming families endured rabbit plagues, grasshopper plagues and
extremes of weather. Cold, wet winters with incessant rain that caused the roads
to be impassable. Barongarook Creek would sometimes swell to hazardous
proportions. Summers were the opposite with dangerous bushfires (as related in
the newspaper article in 1898) drought or summer storm damage .
The Goulters were a very religious family and were involved with the Barongarook
Church. They were also instrumental in the formation of the Baptist Church in
Colac. The family also had very strong links in the early years with the school and
church at Barongarook, adjoining Irrewillipe

Barongarook School

Photo from Colac & District Family History Group.
The school operated from 1879 to 1979. (2009)37
Centenary plaque in the school grounds.
Victorian Places, 2009: Barongarook:
https://www.victorianplaces.com.au/
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Move to Colac
Alfred & Ann moved into Colac about 1900, prior to actually giving up farming,
as some of the newspaper items can verify. In Colac, we know they lived in
Manifold Street in 1903 but we don’t have the exact address.
In 2008 a history of the Colac Baptist church was published and there is
reference to Annie contacting the Home Missionary Society in 1908 with a view to
starting a church in Colac. The Society purchased the land and a timber church
was built at the back of the block as mentioned above. In 1922 it was decided
that a manse was needed and the Goulter family donated one hundred pounds
so it would be a Memorial Manse to their parents (Alfred & Annie). The house
was bought for £460 with a further loan from the Home Mission Society.
We believe there was a plaque of some sort in the manse that was retrieved by a
family member prior to the church selling the property. The daughter of a
minister who lived there up until the mid 1960s remembers it being a pretty
basic home with no hot water in the kitchen, an outside toilet, and said she
suffered chilblains every winter due to lack of heating. She also says she was
nearly gassed when a visiting missionary had left the gas tap on after using the
overbath water heater. On a visit in 2016 she was thrilled to be invited inside to
see:
“hot running water, lino lifted and stunning floorboards revealed, efficient heating and
cooling and plenty of living space added to the back. My enclosed verandah bedroom has
become the laundry and toilet. The garden is now a delight; it was quite nice at the front
and practical at the back in my time and I remember a beautiful lilac at the side. This had
been there until it recently when it did not come back from a heavy prune. Other than a
change of colour the front is still the same, the iron lace and elegant front door survived the
years of neglect from when the church sold the property not long after we left, until the
current owners took possession in the early 80s.” [Jeanette Holkner]

The Memorial Manse for Alfred & Annie, Baptist Church, Colac
The Manse is situated at 42 Manifold St, Colac. The church itself is on the corner of Dennis &
Hesse Streets in Colac. Originally the church owned the whole block through to Manifold Street.
So the Manse would originally have been next to the original church grounds. At some time after
the brick church was built they sold off the back of the block so that the manse is now next to
houses that have been built there - behind and to the side of the new church.

Google Streetview, Mar 2010

Google Streetview, May 2018
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37

History of the Baptist Church, Colac
“The Baptist Church was started in Colac in 1908. The Rev. A. A. Medley was the first
minister. The work was commenced in the only available hall, described as “dingy, ill-kept
uninviting place.” At the first service 17 adults were present; five of these lived 12 miles
out. Twelve months later an appeal was made at the Annual Assembly and was generously
responded to, which enabled the Home Missions’ Committee to purchase the present site
and erect the building at present occupying the back end of the block leaving the corner for
a brick church. The Goulter family originated the cause, and four of them have become
missionaries, two in the Solomon Islands, one in New South Wales, to the aborigines, and
one is missionary of the Church of Christ in America who did many years of missionary
work in China.”

A little more on Ann White’s Ancestry:
Anne's family originated in the small villages of Bruton and Lamyatt in Somerset, England.
Her father, Jacob, was baptised in Lamyatt in 1802 and married Mary COLES in nearby
Bruton in 1832. In 1861, age 59, he was working as a Dairyman but the family were now in
Kennington, Lambeth, Surrey (London) with seven children aged 23 to 7 years. Two of the
boys were working as grocers, one a labourer, one a bootmaker's apprentice. Both girls
were dressmakers and the youngest was at school. They had a total of twelve children but
by 1861 the three eldest, George, Sarah and Mary were no longer at home. The rest of the
children were: Thomas, John, Elizabeth, Albert, Richard, (then Ann), William, Daniel and
Alfred.
Ann, age 26, emigrated to Sydney, Australia in 1871 aboard the Parramatta along with her
brother, John and his family (wife Sarah and three children: Albert, Eliz. Mary (Bessie) and
Lucy Catherine). They had three more children in Australia but remained in Sydney. Ann's
youngest brother, Alfred, also came to Australia and married in Sydney in 1879. What
brought Ann to Victoria? It would be interesting to know.
There is a very sad story of Ann’s niece, Bessie (Eliz. Mary), her brother John’s daughter,
who never married. She died age 54 in 1920 by suicide. The inquest “strangulation by
hanging...when she was probably of unsound mind”.
Ann’s parents both died in Lambeth in 1865 and 1870. Her grandparents were Jeremiah
WHITE (1769-1840), Sarah SHARP (1772-1844) and James COLES (1776-1847) & Mary
FUSSEL (1776-1837). More on each of these families can be found on Ancestry.
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Alfred wrote his will on 5 Jan 1912. In it he left everything to his wife Ann except
his volumes of The Encyclopedia Brittanica which he left to his son, Albert
Comely. His executors were his wife, his unmarried daughter, Annie and his
eldest son, Alfred George of Ariah Park NSW.
Alfred died on 13 Oct 1912 at Colac. He was buried in Colac Cemetery, Methodist
Section (CLC-METH-01-807-40)
His estate comprised of real estate to the value of £3,615, personal property to
the value of £550. Ann died on 2 Jul 1919, also at Colac, and is buried with
Alfred.

Colac Cemetery, Victoria, Australia

Weekly Times, 30 Nov 1912

Colac Cemetery: Find A Grave: https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/156583449/alfred-goulter
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Family Portaits

c1886 Alfred & Annie with six 6 of their eight children
L to R, back: Annie (b1875) 12yrs, Alfred 47yrs, Annie 43yrs, nursing Arthur Leopold
(b1884) 2yrs, Alfred George (b1876) 10yrs.
L to R, front: Albert Comely (b 1880) 6yrs, Sarah “Elsie” (b1882) 4yrs, Mary Elizabeth
(b1878) 8yrs. 23 Chapel St, Prahran, Melb. c1882, by his brother, Ezra Goulter.

c1898 Alfred & Annie with all eight children
L to R, back: Arthur, Elsie, Albert, Ann, Alfred. L to R, front: Mary, Alfred, Oswald, Ann, Harold.
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Alfred Goulter with one of his elder daughters and two younger children

Unsure of the exact location of this house and farm. See the image below
from the 1951 reunion, is this the same house?

Goulter Family Reunion, Colac, 1951
Back, l to r: Arthur, Alfred, Harold, Albert, Oswald, Oswald’s wife, Irene;
Front: l to r: Janet “Annie”(Arthur’s wife), Margaret? (Alfred G’s wife), Mary, Elsie, Annie.
Each of these children will be covered in the next chapter
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12. Edward b 1843 Acton Turville
Cardiff, Wales;

Paddington, London

Accountant, Publican “Bank of England”
No baptism record was found for Edward. He was only
fourteen years old when his father died in 1857 and he was
still living at home in Acton Turville when he was seventeen.
His elder brother Theophilus and his wife had taken over the
farm but Edward and two of his brothers were still there with
them.
He couldn’t be found in the 1871 Census but by 1881, now
33, he has moved to Cardiff in Wales where he was employed
as a wine merchant’s shopman. He was boarding with the
Rowland family at 20 Woodville Terrace, Cardiff.

12. Edward
b 4th Qtr 1843
Acton Turville, Glos.
d 30 Oct 1899 56yrs
Paddington, London
m 4th Qtr 1886
Cardiff, Wales
No known children
Kate PHELPS
b 1865 Gloucester
d 1927 Epsom,
Surrey 62yrs
Parents: James &
Mary PHELPS

In 1886 Edward, age 43, married Kate Phelps in Cardiff. Kate had been born in
Gloucester in 1865 but the family had moved to Wales about 1867. In 1871 they
were at Primrose Hill, Glamorgan, Wales, where her father was a Farm Bailiff.
She was six years old and one of eight children.
In 1891 Edward is employed as a commercial clerk and they now live at 1
Alexander Rd, Canton, Cardiff. It appears he may have been in training as an
accountant at the time as by1895 directories have him listed as an accountant at
9 Rawdon Place, Canton, and he is still there in 1897.
Wright’s Directory of Cardiff, Wales 1893

Kelly’s Directory, South Wales 1895

29 South Wharf Road
Edward then abandons his
accounting career and he and Kate
make a big move to London where he
becomes the ‘licensed victualler’ of
“The Bank of England” pub. The pub
no longer exits but it was situated at
29 South Wharf Road, Paddington,
right next to Paddington Station and
Paddington Basin, which explains the
‘wharf’ in the street name. It is also
not to be confused with “The Old
Bank of England Pub” in Fleet Street,
which still exists.
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The pub at Wharf St existed from at least 1842 and there are no known images
of it. A directory of 1921 refers to the address also as Cambridge Place, which is
also mentioned in the 1911 census. History records Edward as publican in
189938 and his Will & Probate also confirm this.
Sadly, the pub no longer exists. His life as a publican was short lived as he died
there in 1899 at just fifty six years of age. The Welsh Weekly Mail reported his
death on the 4th Nov:
“GOULTER, On the 30th ult.[Oct], at Cambridge Place, Paddington. London, W., after a short
illness. Edward Goulter, late of 2 Duke-street, Rawdon Place, Canton, Cardiff.“
His estate at probate was to the value of £548 pounds and Kate was named sole
Executor.
Eng & Wales, National Probate Calendar (Index of Wills & Administrations) 1858-1995, 1899

‘GOULTER Edward of the “Bank of England” public-house South Wharf-road Paddington
Middlesex licensed-victualler died 30 October 1899 Administration London 17 November to
Kate Goulter widow Effects £548 11s. 2d.’
The 1901 census shows that Kate remains there and she is listed on the census
as the Licensed Victualler. However, she is not listed historically as having been
the publican. Such has been the fate of women throughout history. The census
shows she has one barmaid and one general domestic servant living at the
address.
The 1902 Electoral Roll has her at the same address but it is only shown as
‘house’.
1901 Census, 29 South Wharf Road, Paddington, London

Kate Goulter
Emma Jordan
Ethel Phillips

Head Widow
Servant Single
Servant Single

30
30
15

Licensed Victualler
Barmaid
General servant, domestic

1902 Electoral Roll, Paddington North, London, South Wharf Road
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1911 Census Oystermouth & Llanrhidian Lower, Wales

By 1911 we find Kate has moved back to Wales. She is now 41, and Matron of St
David’s Orphanage in the region of Oystermouth & Llanrhidian Lower in Wales.
She is in charge of 37 children aged between 5 and 15. Only nine of them are
boys. The girls are trained as domestics once they attain 15 years of age.
Kate died at 62 years on 1 Jun 1927 at the Epsom Cottage Hospital, Epsom,
Surrey. Her address is given as Trelack Kelston Road, Whitchurch [Cardiff].
Probate was granted to Thomas Wintour PHELPS, railway inspector; Edwin
Thomas PARFITT, schoolmaster ; William PHELPS, butcher & Reginald William
CREED, engineer. Thomas & William were Kate’s brothers. Her effects were to
the value of £1106 0s. 1d, so she did quite well after Edward’s death.
Death: 1 Jun 1927 Probate : 24 Aug 1927
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CHAPTER 7 - The Children of Alfred GOULTER & Ann WHITE
Photo taken in 1951

Image: Family Collection
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CHAPTER 7 - The Children of Alfred GOULTER & Ann WHITE
1.

Annie b 24 Mar 1875 Emerald Hill (Sth Melb) Vic.
Victoria, Aust.
Missionary

Annie became a missionary and never married. She trained at
Angas Missionary College in South Australia and travelled to
Aboriginal Missions in various places.

1. Annie
b 24 Mar 1875
Emerald Hill, Vict.
d 17 Jan 1970
Adelaide Sth Aust.
bur Centennial
Park Cemetery,
Pasadena Sth Aust.

In 1924, Annie's notes place her visiting her brother, Arthur,
at in Narrabri NSW. One of Arthur's children later talks about
one of her visits to them:
“Annie Goulter was engaged in missionary work most of her life. Mostly
among the Australian Aboriginals in South Australia. When she visited my
father’s farm “Actondale” in the Pilliga Scrub along “Bohena Creek” she
would organise us kids into Sunday School – this I hated – preferring to be
fooling round with kids inventions, tree houses or at swimming holes along
the creek. Annie liked to be photographed but only on rare occasions would
she condescend to allow a photograph be taken of her without having a
bible opened on her lap.”
Origins of Angas College, South Australia 39 (Missionary Record, Apr 1900)
The college began in South Australia as ‘Hope Cottage’ by
Presbyterian minister William Lockhart Morton who was
originally involved with reforming alcoholics in Ballarat Vic. He
moved to SA in 1891 to continue the work at Hope House

40.

23 years-1898
In 1898 John Howard Angas, a generous supporter, became the
title-holder of the Whinham College. When the school closed he put the property
in the hands of trustees to be used as an interdenominational missionary
training school. Morton became the first principal. Missionaries were trained for
Aboriginal communities around Australia but also for Africa, China, Burma, New
Guinea and other places throughout the world until 1916 when the army took
possession of the site for a repatriation hospital.41
Several missionaries who trained at the college lost their lives in China during the
'Boxer Rebellion' (the Yi Ho Tuan movement) from 1899, when 230 westerners
and thousands of Chinese Christians were killed during a violent protest against
western commercial, political, religious and technological influences 48."
Annie’s brother, Oswald, was also part of this rebellion and was eventually asked
to leave China.
Annie died on 17 Jan 1970 in Adelaide, age ninety four years. She was buried at
Centennial Park Cemetery, Pasadena, Mithcham City, South Australia. [General
D, Path 17 Grave 224A]
The following information was transcribed from a piece of paper in Annie's diary.
A descendant, Lily Wain, took it to Kyabram in 1970. Lily was a niece of Annie’s
and is mentioned in her Death Notice.
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From Annie’s Diary Notes
1885 at Prahran, Melbourne
1887 at Elliminyt
1891-1900 she was already at Tintsfield, Narrabri.
(The brother’s didn’t go up to Narrabri until 1911, so was she there already
and possibly told them of opportunities in the region?)
1901 Larpent (Alfred’s farm at Colac West?)
1902 Tasmania
1903-04 Angas College, South Australia.
1905, 1907-1910 She is ‘home’ at Somerset, Colac. Between 1905 and 1910
Annie and her parents, along with a Miss Mosely, tried to set up a Missionary
Training School. Miss Mosely left in 1910 and the school closed. We can
speculate why they named there home ‘Somerset’. In Hawkesbury UK there is
a 'Somerset Monument' which was erected in 1846 to commemorate General
Lord Edward Somerset who was a soldier son of the 5th Duke of Beaufort.
His ancestral home is at Badminton and he served with distinction at
Waterloo. Was Alfred harking back to his English homeplace?
1911 Angas College (South Australia)
1912 Manifold Street, Colac, her father died. Oswald is at Angas College.
1913 with Miss Moseley, Adelaide
1914 Home at Colac, Oswald to America
1914-1919 home at Colac, mother died.
1915 Albert & Elsie to Angas College
1916 [Sarah] Elsie to India
1920-23 Manifold Street, Colac.
1921 Albert to Solomon Islands. Alfred & family come home, sell the family
home at Manifold St. [must have had to come on a visit to do this as they
didn’t move back to Narrabri until the 1930s]
1924 She is at Arthur’s (Narrabri) [Actondale Farm]
1925-27 Aboriginal Mission (Coura) ? Cowra NSW?
1928 At Alfred’s
1929 Fyans St, Mary recuperating
1930-41 Hazelvale Rest Home [she operated the rest home]
1942-46 Condoblin NSW. Elsie left Barmah, 2 Oct 1942
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2.

Alfred George b 8 Sep 1876 Emerald Hill, Vic.
“Andaman Farm” Ariah Park NSW
Sheep & Wheat Farmer

Alfred married Margaret Ethel Davey at Temora NSW in 1911,
just 27 kilometres from Ariah Park where they settled.
The following story is from notes written by one of his family,
date unknown: "Alf was a keen sheep and wheat farmer. He
owned a property near Ariah Park NSW, "Andaman Farm".
The nearest district was Mandamah - so to invent a name for
his farm he re-arranged the syllables.

2. Alfred George
b 8 Sep 1876
Emerald Hill, Vict.
d 1 Feb 1953
Ariah Park NSW
m 1911
Temora NSW

He had a deep singing voice, generally harmonising with his
sisters and brothers when the opportunity presented itself, or
in church on Sundays."
He and Margaret had four known children:
1. Philip Alfred b 3 Apr 1913, Temora NSW
married Gwendolyn Rosa NEW (10 Jun 1910-20 Sep 1999)
He served in WW11. d 27 Jun 2002 Ariah Park NSW. One
known child: Max
2. Eva Marjorie b 1915, married 1935 Temora NSW,
Herbert Gordon YAPP (4 Jun 1908-6 Oct 1999) d unknown
3. Edna Elsie b 9 Nov 1917 Ariah Park NSW. Never married.
d 8 Sep 2007 Ariah Park NSW
4. Doris Mabel b 14 Aug 1920, married Horace George
DENYER (25 Jan 1918-27 May 2007), 1942 Temora NSW.
d 16 Oct 2009 Ariah Park NSW. 4 known children: Elaine,
George, Margaret & Fay

Margaret Ethel
DAVEY
b 1880
Yielima, Vict.
d 1975 95 years
Ariah Park NSW
m 1911
Margaret
4 known children

As one of the Executors of his father’s estate, Alfred and his family visited Colac
from Ariah Park NSW in 1923.
Alfred died 1 Feb 1953 at 77 years of age and is buried in Ariah Park Cemetery
[Memorial ID: 17087102]. Margaret was living in Temora in 1972 with her
daughter, Eva. She died in 1975 aged 95 years and is also buried at Ariah Park
Cemetery.

22 years
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3.

Mary Elizabeth b 19 Oct 1878 Goorambat, Vic.
Colac Vic.
(Levi: blacksmith, lay preacher, councillor)

Mary was born at Goorambat in Victoria, about forty five
kilometres from Violet Town where her birth would have
been registerd.
In 1908 when Mary was thirty years old she married Levi
Quinton in Victoria. Levi was forty five years old. He was
born in Shelland, Suffolk in England and was one of at least
nine children born to Edward Quinton and Mary Ruffles

3. Mary Elizabeth
b 19 Oct 1878
Goorambat, Vict.
d 31 Oct 1967 89yrs
Kyabram ,Vic.
m 1911
1908 Victoria
m 1908 Victoria
Levi QUINTON (18631950)
3 children

In 1881 Levi, his father and brother were all working as
blacksmiths in Shelland, Suffolk. In 1890 Levi emigrated to
Melbourne, Australia aboard the ‘Port Augusta’.
Levi’s obituary in The Age, Fri 29 Dec 1950, tells us he was
a shire councillor from 1925-1928, President of the National
Federation & Liberal Party, Lay preacher of the Methodist
Church for sixty years and that he leaves a wife, a son and
two daughters (we know nothing of a son?):
1. Lily b 22 Oct 1909 Colac, Vic. Married John Peter
WAIN (k/a ‘Jack’)(13 Feb 1912-22 Aug 1990) in Victoria.
They lived at Kyabram and they both served in WW11. It
was Lily that had her Aunt Annie’s notes from her diary.
2. Evelyn 1910-1911, buried at Colac Cemetery (a son?)
3. Dorothy Jean 1913-1969 Married in 1935, Alan
Henderson BAILEY (1908-1971). She died in 1969,
Caulfiled VIC.
In 1929 & 1936 they were living at Fyans St, Colac. In 1936
Levi was still working as a blacksmith. Mary died at
Kyabram in 1967, aged 91 years. This is where her where

20 years—1898

her daughter, Lily, was living at the time. She was buried at Colac Cemetery [CLC
-METH-01-807-43]. Levi died in 1950 at Colac and is buried with Mary Elizabeth.
Also their infant daughter, Evelyn.
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4.

Albert Comely b 1 Jul 1880 Violet Town, Vic.
Missionary, never married.

Albert was a missionary and never married. In 1911 he was
at Irrewillipe. In 1915 & 1916 he went to Angas Missionary
College in South Australia and then to the Parkin Mission in
South Australia

4. Albert Comely
b 1 Jul 1889
Violet Town, Vic.
d 1970 South Aust.
90 years
Never married

By 1918 he was back at home in Colac when his mother
died in 1919. He stayed for three years then again left for the
Solomon Islands in 1921. In 1926 he was home again for a
short visit before returning to the islands with his sister,
Elsie, where they stayed for four years.
Albert moved around from one place to another, in 1943,
Condoblin NSW. He was home again in 1946 where he had
undergone an operation but is in Narrandera NSW in 1949.
By 1954 he was residing at Palla St, Griffith in the Riverina
region of NSW.
He died in 1970 in South Australia and is buried in
Centennial Park Cemetery at Pasadena, Mitcham City,
South Australia [General D, Path 17 Grave 224A]. He was
ninety years old.
18 years—1898
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5.

Sarah Elsie b 13 Jun 1882 Violet Town, Vic.
Known as ‘Elsie’
Missionary, never married.

Elsie, like her elder brother and sister, never married and
became a missionary after training at Angas College in SA.

5. Sarah Elsie
b 13 Jun 1882
Violet Town, Vic.
d 19 Aug 1962
South Aust.
80 years
Never married

In 1916 she went to India where she remained until a home
visit in 1920, probably due to her mother’s death. She then
went back to India until 1930. From 1933 until 1939 she was
in the Islands (probably the Solomon’s). On her return in
1939 she went to the Aboriginal Mission near the town of
Barmah on the Murray River.
This was the Cummeragunja Reserve 42, also known as the
Cummeragunja Mission, although it was not run by
missionaries. The people were mostly Yorta Yorta.
The reserve was established in the 1880s when dissatisfied
residents of Maloga Mission moved upriver to escape the
authoritarian discipline of founder, Daniel Matthews. The
buildings were re-built on the new site, and the teacher,
Thomas Shadrach James, moved too.
The new station became a thriving community by the turn of
the century, but over time its status changed as the New
South Wales Government assumed varying degrees of control.
It is known for being the site of a protest
known as the Cummeragunja walk-off in
1939, with residents leaving the reserve
to cross the river in protest at poor
conditions and treatment. This was the
first mass strike of Indigenous people in
Australia, and was to inspire later
movements and protests. In March 1984
the newly-created Yorta Yorta Land
Council took possession of the land. It is
well worth reading the full story of this
mission as it is an indictment on the

Viewed from across the Murray in 1893

43

treatment of Australian indigenous people in the 20th C. This reserve was doing
very well with in the early years with the residents shaping most of the land into
a productive farm, producing wheat, wool and dairy products and putting profits
back into the community. This was all taken from them and the so called
“Aborigines Protection Board” was the worst offender. All profits were taken by
then. In 1939 over 150 residents left the Reserve in protest in the Cummeragunja
walk-off. This was the first mass strike of Aboriginal people in Australia and has
not been forgotten. In February 2019 the Yorta Yorta people returned to
Cummeragunja eighty years after the historical walk-off.
‘Elsie’s’ whereabouts between 1942 and her death are unknown except for one
Electoral Roll in 1949 where she appears as a missionary in Goodwill Street,
Condoblin NSW. She died 19 Aug 1962 in South Australia and is buried at
Pasadena, Mitcham City, South Australia [General D, Path 17 Grave 224A]. She
was eighty years old.
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6.

Arthur Leopold b 12 Jun 1884 Violet Town, Vic.
Narrabri NSW & Colac Vic.
Farmer

Arthur was born at Gowangardie, about seventeen kilometres
out of Violet Town in Victoria. His mother was now thirty
nine and his father forty three. By 1887 the family had
moved to the Colac district of Victoria where Arthur and his
siblings grew up.

6. Arthur Leopold
b 12 Jun 1884
Violet Town, Vic.
d 24 Aug 1972
Colac, Vic. 88 years
m 31 Jul 1912
Narrabri NSW
8 children

In 1909, age twenty five, Arthur and his younger brother
Harold had moved to Narrabri where they were successful in
a ballot to secure conditional purchase leases at West
Narrabri. The Sydney Morning Herald of 22 Dec 1909 lists
A.L. Goulter as having secured Block 12 of 1104 acres while
Harold has Block 20 of 999 acres.
The Carslake family had also recently moved from South
Australia and took up land at West Narrabri. They were
instrumental in setting up a branch of their church in
Narrabri44. Arthur, Harold, and younger brother Oswald who
had joined them as a farm hand, were invited along with
other new settlers, to join them.
It is interesting that a Sands Directory still has Arthur and
Harold listed as a farmers at Irrewillipe near Colac in 1911.
Arthur named his property ‘Actondale’, so it seems he knew
of his father’s origins in Acton Turville, Gloucestershire.

Janet Annie
WILLIAMS
b 26 May 1890
Colac, VIC.
d 10 Jun 1972
Port Fairy, Vic.
82yrs

On 31 Jul 1912 Arthur married Janet Annie Williams in Narrabri. She was
always known as ‘Annie’ and was born in Colac on 26 May 1890 to Edwin
William WILLIAMS & Christina WALKER. The wedding was reported in The Colac
Herald on Fri 23 Aug 1912:
“Goulter—Williams. On the 31 July, by the Rev. W. Waters, Arthur Leopold Goulter, third son of
Mr Alfred Goulter, of Colac, to Annie (sic) Janet Williams, second daughter of Edwin William
Williams, of Barongarook West.”
Initially it is curious that Annie, born in Colac, is now found in Narrabri but a
little investigation reveals that the new church Arthur and Harold were involved
with had started a school which had an initial enrolment of seventeen students.
A “Sister Williams was appointed as Home Mission collector”. This Sister
Williams is most likely the same J. “Annie” Williams that Arthur married. The
same source44 mentions that she had been a friend of Arthur’s in Colac.
We don’t have Janet Annie’s birth certificate but we do know more of her parents
and grandparents. Her father was born in Williamstown in 1863 and was a 22
year old labourer when he married her mother, Christina WALKER on 29 Jul
1885 at Colac. Christina was born in 1864 in Carngham, Victoria.
As J “Annie” is a direct ancestor we will look further into her family’s interesting
origins in the next few pages where we find a link to some Scottish heritage.
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Birth Certificate : Arthur Leopold (cropped) 12 Jun 1884

12 Jun 1884
Gowangardie

Arthur Leopold

Alfred Goulter m 6 Apr 1874 Mother: Ann Goulter
43yrs Acton Turville Emerald Hill formerly White 39yrs
England
Vic.
Bruton, Eng.
Children already born: Annie 9, Alfred George 7, Mary Elizabeth 5, Albert Comely 4, Sarah Elsie 2

Marriage Certificate: 29 July 1885, Colac
p.1

p.2
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Ancestors of Janet “Annie” WILLIAMS

Christina
WALKER
b 15 Feb 1864
Carngham Vic.
d 15 Nov 1946
Colac Vic.

Edwin William
WILLIAMS
b 4 Jul 1863
Laverton Vic.
d 31 Jan 1934
Colac Vic.
m 1885 Colac Vic. 8 known children

Edwin WILLIAMS
b 1838 Stoke,
Devon Eng.
d 1917 Colac Vic.
(Farmer)

Elizabeth Ann
ASHMORE
b 1843 Beeston
Norfolk Eng.
d 1935 Colac Vic.

Edwin Joseph
WALKER
b1831
Oxfordshire
England
d 1881
Barongarook Vic.
Emig 1849
“James T Foord”
(Grazier)

m 24 Dec 1860
Colac Vic.
10 known children

William Penwell
WILLIAMS
b c1801
Stoke Dameral,
Devon Eng.
d 13 Nov 1901
South Yarra Vic.
(Dyer)

m 27 Mar 1854 Victoria, Aust.
7 known children
Charles 1855, Ann 1857, Peter 1859,
Clara 1861, Christina (above), Rosellen
1866, Robinson 1869

Thomas ASHMORE
&
Kezia BALES
Norfolk, England
Nothing further
known

Charles WALKER
1802-1872
Oxford Eng.
(Tailor)

Elizabeth ANNING
1809 Devon Eng.
d 5 Aug 1863
Melbourne Vic
m 3 May 1830
Stoke Dameral
Dev. Eng.
7 known children
Emig to Victoria,
Australia after
1851

Euphemia Christina
McLEOD
b 1829 Duirinish,
Isle of Skye
d 1911 Colac, Vic.
Emig 1852
“Hercules” with
parents & siblings

Clarissa HANMORE
1807-1872
Oxford Eng.

Glasphein, Glendale area

Dunvegan Castle

m 1826
Oxford Eng.
6 known children;
Edwin J (above)
Daniel John 1834
Emily 1837
Henry Ch. 1840
Rosa Eleanor 1844
Julia Elisabeth 1852

McLeod Family
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Peter McLEOD
b 1798 Glasphein,
Isle of Skye, Scot.
(Crofter)
d 1854 Colac, Vic.
Ann ROSS
b Duirinish, Isle of
Skye, Scotland
(Spinner, weaver)
(Children of 1st
marriage to John
McSwain:
Catherine 1821
Donald 1823
John 1825)
m aft. 1827
Isle of Skye.
3 known children
Euphemia (above)
John 1834-1912
Angus 1843-1910

“Glendale: a community-owned estate on the
Duirinish peninsula which encompasses the small
46
crofting townships of ...Glasphein..."

An area with history of
the Scottish Highland
clearances
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A Little More...
Williams and Walkers
There will be more to be found of the Williams & Walker families in books about
Colac’s history. However, there is one interesting fact about the Williams family.
It was difficult to determine the siblings of Edwin Williams. His mother’s death
certificate mentions 10 children but names and ages were illegible, as well as a
William in the margin. Three were deceased in 1863. His father, William Penwell
William’s death certificate lists eleven children, but no ages: Elizabeth, William,
Samuel, Elizabeth, Eliza, William (all qualified with “years dead” which indicates
some may have died as infants and some younger adults. After all, he was 99!),
then Edwin 65, Emma 63, Ellen 60, Henry 58, and Samuel -deceased. Not all of
the girls names begin with an ‘E’. Shipping records haven’t been found.
Elizabeth ASHMORE
Elizabeth was illegitimate and her birth & baptism record only provides the name
of her mother, Kezia BEALS. However, she uses the name ASHMORE when she
married and her death certificate states her father’s name was ‘Thomas’. A
marriage after her birth, or a definite shipping record, has not been found. There
was one entry for an Ann Ashmore, 44, nurse, with an Eliz. Ashmore 13/15 on
the Hotspur in 1857.
Birth Certificate, Elizabeth BEALS/ASHMORE

Norfolk, Eng Church of Eng Births and Baptisms- Beeston next Mileham 1813-1848

Death Certificate, Elizabeth WILLIAMS (Nee BEALS/ASHMORE) No:12479 Collingwood, Vic.
3 Mar 1935
37 Skene St, Colac
91 years
Father: Thomas ASHMORE
Mother: Kezia ASHMORE, formerly BALES
(she may have known or believed her
parents were married) [image cropped]
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Janet “Annie” Williams Scottish Ancestry: The MacLeods
The Highlands & Islands Emigration Society arranged for the emigration of more
than 4,000 persons between 1852-1854. The McLeods were aboard the HMS
Hercules which travelled around Scotland picking up emigrants from various
ports and was then to leave from Portree, Isle of Skye. However, they finally
sailed from Campbeltown, in Argyllshire on 26 December 1852.
The voyage proved disastrous, beginning almost immediately with a horrific
storm, during which the ship sought refuge at Rothesay (as mentioned in the
article below). Soon after their second departure in early January 1853,
outbreaks of smallpox and typhus were discovered, necessitating a three-month
quarantine at Queenstown, County Cork. Fifty six people died, seventeen
orphaned children were returned home and many others were assigned to a
dozen other ships, families being broken up in the process. Quite a stayed behind
with sick relatives and the remainder departed Cork on 14 April. Adelaide was
the first drop off point before their arrival in Melbourne on 1 August 1853—a
marathon seven month voyage.
Many of those on board, including the McLeods would likely have been victims of
the Highland Clearances. Despite them being described as a strong, healthy
couple they both died within a year and a half, in 1854, leaving their children
orphaned. Others were described as “good family, but destitute and very poor”.
The Shipping List, departed 26 Dec 1852

Peter 50, Ann 46, Angus 9, Effy (Euphemia) 22, John 18. Residents of ‘Glashphen’(sic) [should be
Glasphein], of the MacLeod Estate. They had £19, 15 shillings and 11 pence. They were described
as a “strong, healthy couple, eligible family”
This article describes the voyage:
South Australian Register, Tue 3 May 1853, p.3
H.M.S. 'HERCULES.'
We regret to learn that H.M.S. Hercules,with emigrants from the Isle of Skye, for this colony and
Victoria, has been obliged to put into Queenstown, Cork, on account of the smallpox having
broken out on board, The Cork Constitution, of 25th January, says : — 'On Thursday the Hercules
transport, with emigrants from the Isle of Skye, for Australia, put into Queenstown, with from fifty
to sixty cases of smallpox on board. Admiral Purvis made application to the Local Board of Health,
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to have the sufferers conveyed to the Queenstown Hospital, which was, however, refused; but it
was suggested that the hospital on Haulbowline Island might be available for such an emergency.
The suggestion was not availed of, and it is understood that a hulk is to be hired as a floating
hospital for the sick.'
The North British Mail, of the 26th Jan., contains the following extract of a letter from one of the
emigrants : —
'We left Rothesay on the 16th instant with a smart breeze from N.N.E. in our favour. We
glided along most gallantly, leaving all the other ships that were in company behind us. The
thoughts of our detention in Rothesay Bay were speedily lost sight of, as everything appeared
so propitious. We were beyond the Mull of Galloway on Sabbath evening, running about nine
knots an hour. We passed Holyhead about 9 a.m. on Monday, with the wind still in our
favour. At 6 p.m. on Monday we passed Tuscar Rock Lighthouse, a dangerous rock between
Greenore and Carnsore Points, on the south-east coast of Wexfordshire. On Tuesday the wind
to south-east, but, notwithstanding, we made some progress southwards.
On Wednesday morning it blew hard, with rain, and very little progress was made. Towards
night it became worse, and about 12 o'clock it blew a hurricane. We were by this time a
considerable distance beyond Cape Clear. The sea was dreadful, and, when she would give a
lurch, it was with the greatest difficulty that the emigrants remained in their berths by laying
hold of anything they could get to support them. In fact, Wednesday night was worse than
anything we experienced during the storms when we were tossed about at Ailsa Craig. About
1 o'clock on Thursday morning a tremendous sea struck her, and damaged her bows ; and
some of the females, imagining that she had struck upon a rock, rushed upon deck with only
their shifts on. It was then deemed prudent to put in here, which we managed to do about 3
pm. (this day, Thursday, 20th). There was not a tithe of the sea-sickness witnessed this time
as was the last time we were at sea. It is a singular fact that shortly before we left
Campbelltown a man died very suddenly on board, and just at the time we were leaving
Rothesay on the 16th instant, another man died equally sudden. Both men belonged to Sleat,
and have left families, but these will be looked after. Some of the emigrants consider this an
inauspicious omen, but the great Disposer of events appoints time and place for every person
to meet his end. We have several cases of sickness on board, both among the emigrants and
sailors, and the patients are all kindly attended to by Dr. Carey, whose conduct towards us all
deserves great praise. The commander and other officers continue to show the same
kindness to the poor people, and this inspires us all with confidence. We are really lucky in
having such a good and efficient commander and crew taking charge of us.'
Clann MhicLeòid or Clan Macleod

47

There are two main branches of the clan: the MacLeods of Dunvegan, Harris and
Glenelg whose chief is MacLeod of MacLeod (known in Gaelic as Siol Tormoid);
the MacLeods of Lewis, Assynt and Raasay whose chief is Macleod of The Lewes
(known in Gaelic as Siol Torquil). Both branches of the clan descend from Leod,
the progenitor of the Clan MacLeod. Our interest is in the first - Macleods of
Dunvegan.
It was only during the last century that the clan began to regroup around their
Chief Dame Flora (pictured below with both of the main tartans) who encouraged
her clansfolk to reconnect with their ancestral homelands. This culminated in the
first Clan MacLeod Parliament held in the presence of HRH Her Majesty the
Queen in 1956. These clan gatherings have been held at Dunvegan Castle ever
since and clansfolk return from all over the world every four years to celebrate
their shared ancestry.
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Clan MacLeod
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Above: The most recognisable
MacLeod of Lewis tartan.
modern MacLeod of Harris
tartan.

Also a MacLeod tartan, known as
MacLeod of Skye.
Chief Dame Flora MacLeod with
two of the tartans.

Above centre: Modern MacLeod of Harris tartan with map showing the MacLeods
Left & Right: the MacLeod Motto, which can be used with any of the tartans.

Dunvegan Castle
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“The home of the chiefs of the clan MacLeod. It is one the greatest and most renowned
Hebridean strongholds, and the only one which has been continuously owned and (with the
exception of the eighty years after the Potato Famine of the last century) occupied by the
same family, during a period now reaching back over a span of very nearly 8 centuries.
The castle is situated on an island, although you don't notice it when you walk there across
the Fairy-bridge. The castle is situated on an upstanding mass of partly columnar basalt
approximately 30 feet in height arising from the shores of Loch Dunvegan. Around it
originally the sea ebbed and flowed. Now, after centuries of natural deposits of silt, and
assisted by the modern needs of supplying an entrance from the land, the sea has receded
from that side of the Castle.
The top of the Rock is more-or-less level and forms a roughly oval platform indented on the
North-west sector, the long access lying North-west and South-east. This platform measures
about 175 feet in length and 110 feet in it’s greatest breadth. The Rock descends all round
fairly vertically to the short scree slopes that blanket its base, except in the indent on it’s
North-western quarter, where there is a kind of ‘slack’ in the cliff, up which a doubly-curved
flight of rough stone steps mounts to the Sea-gate. Before the opening of the first landward
door in 1748, this was the only entrance to the Castle, and very likely from remotest times
there has been an access to the summit of the Rock at this point.”
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Wikimedia: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dunvegan_Castle_%26_Gardens.jpg 2009 Creative
Commons

Where Peter & Ann
MacLeod lived
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Arthur Leopold Cont.
Arthur Leopold Goulter and Links to Cotton
On 4 Jun 1984, Edith Bloomfield makes reference to the Cotton Mill in Bristol,
she wrote:
“Around 1910 I understood two brothers of the Australian family, who were sheep farmers,
came to this country and visited Bristol, not only meeting the Goulter at the Mill but also my
father, Frederick’s brothers. The Australians asked if they would return with them to
Australia but they did not do so.”
From this it is obvious the families were known to one another. As previously
discussed in Chapter 1, the Mill is believed to have been built on land owned by a
Goulter and it is believed the Rode [branch] of the family also had a financial
interest.
The Goulter brothers mentioned above were Arthur Leopold & Harold Goulter
who had both taken up farms at Narrabri.
Arthur & Harold had planted about an acre and a half of experimental cotton and
half an acre of Rhodes grass, of which both were successful. In June 1911 Arthur
mentions sending cotton samples to Messrs. Joyce Brothers, of Queensland who
were said to be the only cotton millers in Australia.
We have not found a record of their departing for England. However, there is a
record for Arthur Leopold and J. Annie returned from London to Sydney,
Australia in 1914 aboard the Osterley. There is a possible record for Harold
aboard the Orvieto, arriving in Sydney on the same day, but the age was about
four years out. .
Osterley, from London 26 Feb 1914 (cropped) Mr A.L. Goulter, Mrs A.L. Goulter
NSW Shipping Passenger Lists 1826-1922

The crew were listed on the left hand side of the page, the images have been cropped
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It doesn’t appear that anything came of the venture. In another article Arthur
mentions that some financial help from the government would expedite its
growing in the district but despairs that it is not forthcoming. In May 1922 he
writes again as a settler of twelve years standing about the potential of cotton.
This time he relates that he sent a sample of his cotton to an expert in England
to be tested and the report stated the cotton to be of the very best quality.
North Western Courier 8 May 1922
Daily Telegraph 8 Jul 1911

History of Cotton in Australia
Cotton has a relatively long history in Australia although it did not establish itself
even as a minor commercial crop until the 1850s in Queensland at the time of
the American Civil War. When international trade returned to normal Australian
production declined. In the early 1900’s it reappeared, rose and declined over the
years until 1960. The availability of better mechanical pickers and an increased
Commonwealth bounty (which is probably what Arthur was after) allowed
production to rise again although it was still in Queensland.
Cotton was regarded as a low input dry land crop, or as a pioneering crop for
recently cleared land. Irrigation was rare, yields marginal, and fibre quality poor
and variable. So maybe Arthur's initial experiments were successful due to
recently cleared land? Maybe they wouldn't have held up over time.
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The modern era of Australian cotton began by addressing cotton as a higher
input, better managed, irrigated crop and was looked on as an 'exciting
possibility' and it was referred to as "white gold". Ironically, at the same time,
what is now the Australian Cotton Research Institute was established near
Narrabri following the completion of the Keepit Dam. News of the 'new pioneers'
success was picked up by media in California and two cotton farmers came to
Australia to see for themselves. In the end, it was a cohort of American cotton
families that emigrated to the Wee Waa district of New South Wales, just half an
hour from Narrabri. What would Arthur have thought of all this?
Of course, we now see the modern cotton industry in that region as a disaster.
The massive amounts of water required for irrigation has destroyed our beautiful
rivers. The region has also become a site for fracking gas and we are yet to know
the ramifications of this. On the positive side they are also building massive solar
farms.
Location of “Actondale”, Bohena Creek, Narrabri West

Sydney Morning Herald 22 Dec 1909 p.6

Photos of Bohena Creek, Actondale
Farm region taken on a visit in 2019.
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Life in Narrabri
Unfortunately we have no photos of Actondale but we have one description of the
farm house from Arthur to his son, Victor. It was a mud house with walls so thick
that it had two entry doors - one on the outer wall and then a second as you went
through to the inner part of the house. Apart from being a thermal mass it
apparently also helped to keep out flies.
We made enquiries about Actondale and these type of houses with the Narrabri
Historical Society last year. They were able to tell us that there had been many
homes like that in the region but all were now gone. We were able to find out
where the property was situated and the lady we spoke to told us that she now
lives next door to where Actondale was situated but she was unaware of the name
of the property. We left then with some newspaper items for them to include in
their files and drove out to have a look at the area.
These are a couple of the photos we took that day.
A variety of news items tell us a little about their farming life in Narrabri. An item
in the North Western Courier, 25 May 1922 tells us that they have a poultry farm:
“Poultry for Sale. Day old white leghorn chicks, May and June hatch; £4/10/ per 100; also
settling from show winners, 10/6 a settling. A L Goulter, Actondale Poultry Farm, Bohena
Creek, Narrabri. 10 per cent deposit with order. Orders taken now for June to October 6.”
In the North Western Courier of 4 Aug 1922 there is a report about the closedown
of the school:
“The subsidised school, “Actondale”, at Mr A Goulter’s, is now closed, and a
‘correspondence’ course is being sought by the parents for their children”.
In 1923 Arthur is listed in Dunn’s Gazette with a “Crop Lien” on 150 acres of
wheat at Actondale Farm. A crop lien was an advance of monies using the crop as
security.
More on poultry in the North Western Courier , 15 Dec 1924.
“For Sale. Golden Opportunity. Approximately 150 laying white leghorn hens, all young. 4
shillings each. All prize fowls included. Apply Mrs A L Goulter “Actondale” Narrabri.
In 1925 Janet “Annie” has Crown Piano for sale and states that it is “nearly new,
guaranteed in good order, insured at £136. Apply Mrs A L Goulter, “Actondale”,
Bohena Creek.”
Five years later there is a report of a terrible storm in the district. The North
Western Courier, 25 Sep 1930:
“Demon Hail at Pilliga. The most severe hail storm ever known in the Pilliga Scrub occurred
on Saturday, 13th inst. Causing considerable damage to crops, and even cutting the backs of
shorn sheep. The damaged crops were owned by Gerard, Potts, Cuell, Reichel, and Goulter.”
The North Western Courier of 29 May 1933 reports on a trip to Victoria:
Mr & Mrs A L Goulter, of Bohena Creek, with their three daughters, have returned home
from a car tour to Colac (Vic), to visit Mrs Goulter’s parents, after 20 years absence. On their
journey they visited Mr and Mrs T Charles, one time residents of Narrabri.
Did this trip back to Colac, Victoria trigger their idea of returning there to live?
Was their school closure relevant to the decision?
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On 20 Nov 1933 the North Wester Courier carries an ad:
“For Quick Sale - Ford deluxe motor car. Balloon tyres,
in real good order. Any trial given. Cheap. Apply Mrs A
L Goulter, Narrabri”
A very nice car, possibly being sold in preparation
for their move south. In 1933 we are advised they
have sold their property ready to leave the district:
North Western Courier, 16 Nov 1933:
“Mr & Mrs A L Goulter have disposed of their property to Mr W Duncombe of Bellata, and
will be leaving the district early next year for their new home, which will be at Colac,
Victoria.”
Arthur’s brother, Harold, remained at his nearby property of Tintsfield for about
another twenty years.
When they returned to Victoria they bought a property at Barongarook West, at
what is now known as “Goulter’s Hill”. Below are two modern images of the site
from Google Street View along with two much earlier images from our collection.
Many family members have had their photos taken with this sign.
We also have no photos of this property but we believed they lived there for the
rest of their lives.
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Family of Arthur Leopold and Janet “Annie” Williams
After their return from England in 1814 Alfred and J “Annie” had their first child,
Kenneth Oswald Goulter, 1915. He was the first of their eight children.
Born in Narrabri:

Born in Colac, Vic.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Kenneth Oswald, 29 May 1915
Allen Alexander, 16 Jun 1917
Victor Harold, 20 Nov 1918
Robert Lister, 29 Jan 1920
Joyce Irene, 18 Sep 1923
Enid Isabel, 27 Jul 1925

7. Iris Mary, 13 Oct 1927
8. Eric James, 22 Feb 1934 (k/a Rick)

Family Portrait c1940:

Back: Kenneth, Allen, Joyce, Enid, Robert, Victor.
Front: Arthur Leopold, Iris, Eric, Janet “Annie”

Five or six of the eight children signed up for
military service for the 2nd World War.
Honour Roll of Barongarook West 1939-1945
This can now be found in the Colac RSL.
L A C Goulter, K.O (Kenneth Oswald)
Cpl Goulter, V.H (Victor Harold)
Pte Goulter, A. A (Allen Alexander)
Cpl Goulter, Enid I (Enid Isobel)
Pte Goulter, R.L (Robert Lister)
Not listed here is Joyce Irene Annie (Joy) who
we believe was in the WAAF but haven’t
found a record at this time.
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The Children of Arthur Leopold and GOULTER & Janet “Annie” WILLIAMS, c1942

Arthur with daughters, Joyce & Enid, date unknown

c1988 Eric, Iris, Enid, Joyce, Victor, Alan, Kenneth

Deaths of Arthur Leopold & Janet “Annie”Goulter
Janet “Annie” died at Barongarook on 10 Jun 1972, age 82. Arthur died within three months of
“Annie” on 24 Aug 1972, age 88. He died at Waurn Ponds, near Geelong in Victoria. They are both
buried in Colac Cemetery (Ref: LC-GEN-25-807-23)
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7.

Harold 1887 Colac, Vic.
Colac, Vic; Narrabri NSW; Sydney NSW
Farmer

By the time Harold was born the family were in Colac. He
grew up and remained there until 1909. In 2009 The Sydney
Stock & Station Journal, NSW, published the results of a
ballot of 43 conditional leases for area No 203 in the Pilliga
Scrub Lands. Harold was successful in securing Block 20 of

6. Harold
b 1887 Colac, Vic.
d After 1977
m 1920
Narrabri NSW
2 known children

999 acres which he named “Tintsfield”, at the same time
his brother, Arthur had secured Block 12, “Actondale”.
We assume they were drawn to Narrabri in an effort to
procure properties of their own. Their sister, Annie, had
a diary which places her at ‘Tintsfield’ from 1891-1900,
well before 1909. Was she at an Aboriginal mission
there? Was the area called Tintsfield prior to Harold
taking up his land? Did she tell them about it or were the
dates misinterpreted?

Minnie LEARY
b 1891
Narrabri NSW
d 1982
Sydney NSW 91yrs

Regardless, after 1911 he and his brother moved to the district to take up their
leases. Younger brother Oswald either went with them or joined them soon after,
presumably to assist them. Harold’s “Tintsfield” property still holds the name
which is displayed on the gate.
On 23 March 1917, at twenty nine years of age, Harold enlisted at Colac for war
service and gave his mother, Annie, of Manifold St Colac as his next of kin. He
was a Private with service no 4810, in the 13th Reinforcements of the 29th
Battalion. He was described as being six feet tall, weighed 154 pounds, with a
dark complexion, grey eyes and brown hair. His religion was given as Church of
Christ. He embarked from Melbourne on the Suevic on 21 Jun 1917 and
disembarked at Liverpool UK on 26 Aug 1917. He was sent to France in
December 1917 and returned to Australia on City of Exeter on 15 Jan 1919. He
was officially discharged on 25 Mar 1919 and received the British War Medal &
Victory Medal. His name is on the Honour Roll of the Methodist Church,
Barongarook West.
In 1920 he married Minnie LEARY in Narrabri. She was the daughter of John
LEARY & Elizabeth Margaret TOMPKINS. They had a son, Kevin Harold, born in
Narrabri in 1925 and a daughter, Esme, date unknown. No other children are
known.
They continued to farm at ‘Tintsfield” until the late 1950s when it appears that
their son took over the propery and they moved to Sydney. In 1977 and 1980
they were at 27 Leichardt St, Waverley in Sydney. A beautiful old house is still at
that address, flanked by an ugly block of flats and boxy modern new build. No
doubt its life will be limited due to its wonderful location near Bronte & Clovelly
beaches and Centennial Park.
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Harold died between 1977 and 1980 as Minnie is at the same address but is now
alone. Minnie died in 1982. Nothing more is known.

Tintsfield, near Narrabri NSW
303 Jones Lagoon Road, Bohena Creek

22 Dec 1909 The Sydney Morning Herald,p.6

27 Leichardt St, Waverley NSW

Irrewillipe East, State School Honour Roll
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8.

Oswald John 1890-1985 Irrewillipe, near Colac, Vic.
Colac, Vic; USA; China
Missionary

Oswald was born at Irrewillipe near Colac in 1890, the youngest
of his parents eight children. He is said to have been a studious
boy who milked the cows with a book propped up in front of
him. At one stage he ran his father’s farm while batching alone
in a hut. This was after the family moved onto Colac in 1905.
Between 1909 and 1911 when he was about twenty years old he
too went north to Narrabri. With, or not long after his elder
brothers, Arthur and Harold, possibly to help them get
established. He became involved with their local church and
along with other exposure at Colac made the decision to train as
a missionary. On a visit home to Colac in 1914 with the idea of
going to South Australia, the local Church of Christ pastor
recommended Phillips University in Enid, Oklahoma.
1914 To the USA
1916 Finished high school, Enid, Oklahoma
1918 Married Irene Minerva GOUCHER
1919 Graduated Phillips University in Enid. Daughter, Lovena born.
1921 Bachelor of Divinity from Yale University
1922 To China as a Christian Church missionary. One year of language school
in Nan King. Then to mission station in Hofei, China.
1925 Daughter, Ival Doris, born in Kuling, Kiangsi, China.
1926 Daughter, Jean Marie, born Tsingtao, China.
1927 Returned to the US. One year in the Philippines then back to Hofei
1936 Returned to US. One year at Columbia University.
1938 Returned to Hofei
1941 Taken captive by the Japanese –Pootung Concentration Camp
1945 Returned to the US
1948 Returned to Hofei
1950 House arrest by Communists in China
1951 Told by Communitst to leave China
1951-1963 Taught at Phillips University seminary
1985 Death at Morgan Hill, Santa Clara, California

8. Oswald John
b 22 Jun 1890
Irrewillipe, Vic.
d 3 Mar 1985
94yrs
Morgan Hill, San
Jose, California
m 1 Aug 1918
Avard, Woods,
Oklahoma USA
3 known

Irene Minerva
GOUCHER
b 13 Jun 1899
Alva, Woods,
Oklahoma USA
d 25 Oct 1991
Santa Clara,
California USA
92yrs

There is so much written on Oswlald and Irene’s lives that we will not dwell on
more than the above and what is include in the images here. Some sources are
provided in the References.
Left: from a family portrait
Right: from a Phillips
College Magazine, 1919
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Oswald Goulter and friend, Wilfred Powell of New Zealan worked their way through college
by selling aluminium kitchen cooking pans. Powell became a lifelong friend of Oswald and
wrote his biography “Scattered Seed”

The North Wester Courier, 7 Nov 1921 p.2
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