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This lady went out to Australia 56 years ago, and without a single break 
she has written to her relatives in Bath by every mail since the year 1860!  
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Sarah GOULTER in about 1910 - photo courtesy Brian Wates 



�
%��&&�
����

=�
�'���3 
� �� 3� � �
�
��������$��� � ��
� � :
��������������
�&	�������
��
���&	����
���������>���
�
��
�:�����	��
���
��
�������:���&�������
��'�'� ! �����
>��
����		��&	����������������	����
��.���� 5�
���
��������
��
���������:�<
�������
���������,
�
����	��������������:����
��
��
%���	�� 3������
������
���'�
��������
�
 ��
����4�
������	�

�����
��:�����	��	�<������
��
���
����������������
��������������
�
&	�������
������������	�

���,�����
��
�
���
�������8����&�����
���������
����������		�'�����<�
�����
����<�����
��
���
��
������:���&��.�
� ) ��
��
������	���
�
������		��&	����������������	����
��
������
��
�	���
��%���	����;�		�������<���
����
��
&	�����
����
����������&��
�����
��&���
�
��
&�&����
���
��	�&������:������
�
��
�������
:��������
�&	��������
��
���	�

�������
��

�?���,���		��

#�� ��
�
�� ��;�		�����
�		�
.��������
���������������,����:	,�����'��

��
�:���		�'���	����,�������	�����
����
	�

���
������:���������
���,�������
������
��
�������	����
�������
�������
��
�����
�����
�
�
��
<��������		�'���'	��
�������
���
��
����
���������������
�
��������		��
��

���'�'�������
���'	����������������
�
�
�
�@&��
�������
��8�������.���� � �����'��
�
�������,��

���
��8	�����
����������	����
��
A�
�������
������
���		�
���,���	����
������&
�
�

                                                
1 Sarah was 13yo and attending the school of Miss Elliott in Chippenham. In 1858 a Miss Elliott was running a 
Ladies' Seminary in St Mary's Street Chippenham.  
2 Sarah's older sister, Lucy Hannah WILLWAY (nee DAVIS) - b 1831 (about 8 years older than Sarah). 
3 Lydia Lucy, b 8 Feb 1852 
4 James William Cock WILLWAY, b 1825 married to Lucy DAVIS 
5 Sarah's brother Charles Edmund DAVIS b 1827 
6 Charles' wife Jane (nee COX) 
7 My best guess at the name. Also, a Thomas James was buried on 27 Sep 1852 in Chippenham.   
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8 Sarah is now married to Ezra GOULTER and living in Melbourne 
9 Mercy died 12 Mar 1869 in Bath - two weeks before Sarah wrote this letter 
10 Mercy DAVIS b 1843. Sarah and Mercy's mother, Lucy Haines DAVIS (nee GARLICK) b1801, died in 1861 
11 Sarah married Ezra, 28 Mar 1860 

:�,��	�����
��������
������:�������������

������
�������'�
����
��������������&����
��
��������	����
�����:������������	�

	��

��������	�,��������
�����'�
�����&���

��
	�,
�
���/�		 �� ���
��������
��
������
��:������

�
���
��
�
�������'� �! ���

��
��
����
��
�������
���	������
��
���

����	���
�������
��������

��������
����	��,���
���
�������
�	��'���&�
���������
��
�'	����:�������

�
����
��������'�
����
�
�@
���

���
���������

�
����������
��
����
��:�����
�,������,�����'��
���		��
��
�
���
�
���
�
��
���
:�
��
<��
�������<�
�
��
��
��������	�
��
'�
�:���
���		��,��	�&��

����		��$��� �5 ��
��
%���	�� �3 ����
�������	�
���
��������� �) ��
���	��� �� �
&	�����		�
���
�����$������
����������,�	���
��

������
�����
�����
������
��
�����,�����?��

���������	�	�<���������	����
����&	���
��
����<��
�������>���<��
�	���
�
�������<
���������		�
��		�'��
����
���,
�
�
�	<��
������'��
��
��������������������

�		���

����	����
��
>���<
������������
�������,
�
��,�$����� � �����
:������'����������	�

	�����	��,�����
��������
��
$�����������
����
����
��	��
�
�
���
��
��
���&����
���
����<�
��	�
���,�>���
��
���$���#��
�
�	� �" �������,�����
����
���������6���
������
����
#
�<
��������������6��-	,��������
�		�
��
������/������'�&
����������<����
����
��
����/������������
�������
����
��:��
'�	�����������������,�
���,����������������

�
������
��
��
<��,��
���
�����:������'��
�

��
<�
��,��������
����&��
��,����
�
����
	�
��	�

���
���������	
����:�
��
<������
���	��'��&	������
��<
����		��'��
�����

                                                
12 Emerald Hill where Ezra and Sarah and family were living - now named South Melbourne 
13 Elsie Mary GOULTER b 1867 at Emerald Hill 
14 Lucy Mary GOULTER b 17 Feb 1861 - now eight 
15 Charles Comely GOULTER b 1 Jun 1863 - now about six 
16 Mary Elizabeth Mercy GOULTER b 28 Jun 1865 - now four 
17 Elsie Mary GOULTER b 12 Oct 1867, aged about 18 months 
18 Lydia Lucy WILLWAY, Lucy's daughter, b 8 Feb 1852 (aged eight when Sarah left for Australia) 
19 Alfred GOULTER, Ezra's brother born 1841 - aged about 27 
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20 A Mary C Perrett was a 'visitor' recorded with Sarah's parents in the 1861 Census. She was an 18 yo Milliner. 
Perhaps this is a reference to her mother or another family member? 
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21 This one, written first horizontally on each page then vertically, starting again at the first page, is the first after 
Sarah has heard of the death of their sister, Mercy. 

,����/����
6����������������'���
�,�	��
�������4�
��
���
����44�:�������������<
���
����
6:����
���
�
���	���
��,������
/���	�<�
�����
��&�����'�����
��������
�����		����,����
�����,��
������
�����
-
��:�����
��
��	����
��6 �� �
-
���
�
�������������
����444�
6���:�,����
F����
��
A���������#����	��
�����
�
;�		�	�
<��������
�
��
�������
��'�	���
��		�
�������
��
��
���������
6 �! �
���
������	���
,�	�
��
��
<��&�
��444�:����
�
�
<
���
��
��������
����
��
��
�
���;����

��
�
����&���
���,�
�����&��
���<
������
��
&�����������4�'�
����
�����	���
,�	�
�����
��
������
����
���������
����������
����
���

�		�������������
�������
�����
��
<�44�
:����,��	����
������
��������	�
<���
�����
�
�		��������	�
����
�����
�����
�����
��
�������
�,�������������
�
����������
��

�����444�;��
�:�
��
<��,��
��
�������
������������
��
��������
���	��:�
��
<��,�
����444�������		�'���
�������$�����,�
�����
����������������
��,�����
�
��'�	�
��
�
,���:���

�
�
��
<��,�������
�����	���
��
���������
���	�
��
�
��	����������'�
��
�����������

�:�����'���&�����
��
�444�
�
��
������������	��
���������������
�
����������������������'��
���������
��
������
����
�����������	��������:�����
�����
,��	����
�������
����	��
�
������'��
�
���'������	��:�'�
���������
���������
�
�
��:�
��
<��,��������'�
�����������	�
��
������
�,��	��
�����	�
�	�������44�
:�����
�����
��
<��,�
��
�������
#$�
�
���	��	�<������	����	����������
-
���
������,��������,�		��
����:�'�
���,�	�����������������

                                                
22 From the hymn, "I Shine in the Light of God" 
23 Slight variation on a text found in "A Collection of Hymns: Supplementary to the Psalms and Hymns of Dr. 
Watts (1859)", p.368 - the hymn named, "A Voice from Heaven" - attributed to Robert Prescott Stewart, 1863 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert*Prescott*Stewart). 
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24 Another slight variation on a verse: "When I Can Read My Title Clear", by Isaac Watts 
25 Lucy was 8 years, Charles 5, Mary 3 and Elsie 19 months old. 
26 A letter from John Thorp of Manchester, (a minister of the gospel in the Society of Friends) to John Cash, 
1767, "… our probationary progress through this vale of tears, where truly we have no continuing city;" 
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27 'Mistends of' is my best guess - meaning dismisses, argues against. 
28 Ezra's young brother Alfred, b 1841  
29 Presumably Mary POWELL (nee WILLWAY), died 1869 - sister of Lydia's late father, James. 
30 Lydia's younger sister, Elizabeth Mary WILLWAY, b 26 Mar 1856 
31 Lydia's younger brother, William James WILLWAY, b 2 Jun 1854 
32 Presumably Sarah and Lucy's brother John b 1835 
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33 Lydia's younger sister, Mercy WILLWAY, b 8 Mar 1858 
34 Lydia's younger brother, William James WILLWAY, b 2 Jun 1854 
35 Another sister, Elizabeth Mary WILLWAY, b 26 Mar 1856 
36 The youngest sibling, Theophilus Charles WILLWAY, b 12 Feb 1860 
37 Sarah's son, Charles Comely GOULTER, b 1 Jun 1863 
38 Sarah's eldest daughter, Lucy Mary GOULTER b 17 Feb 1861 
39 Sarah's second daughter, my Great Grandmother, Mary Elizabeth Mercy GOULTER, b 28 Jun 1865 
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40 The widower of Lydia's aunt Mary WILLWAY who died in 1869 
41 Presumably Mary Gilbert WILLWAY (nee Cock) 
42 One of the children of Lydia's aunt Tabitha JACK (nee WILLWAY) 
43 According to Brian Wates, most likely John WILLWAY, brother of Lyddie's father, James 
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44 Ezra's brother Alfred married Annie WHITE, Monday 6 Apr 1874 
45 Elsie Mary GOULTER died 25 Aug 1873 
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46 James BAILLIE married Elizabeth Mary WILLWAY, daughter of Lucy, nee DAVIS - Sarah's sister. 
47 Lydia Lucy WILLWAY, another of Lucy's daughters. 
48 Mary Elizabeth Mercy GOULTER, b 28 Jun 1865 
49 From the Melbourne Age newspaper, Thursday 14 Feb 1884, "The weather was yesterday most unexpectedly 
oppressive. The thermometer registered the greatest heat experienced this summer. A fierce hot wind blew all 
day, and rendered any outdoor exercise something to be dreaded. The thermometers at the Observatory 
registered 150 deg. in the sun, and 100 deg. in the shade. It is probable, however, that during to-day, a change 
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will occur, as a weather report from the south was received yesterday stating that strong south-westerly wind 
was blowing and bid fair to continue."   
50 'Mrs Davis' refers to Sarah's father's second wife, Sarah's mother having died in 1861. "She was referred to by 
the family as Mrs. Davis.", from A History Of The Ancestors of William John And Lydia Lucy Ainsworth by 
Brian Wates.  
51 Kathleen Mary, born 8 June, 1883 - 8 months old. 
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52 William James (Willie) WILLWAY, Sarah's sister Lucy's son born 1854 
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53 Sarah's youngest, Kathleen Mary GOULTER b 8 Jun 1883 
54 Sarah and Ezra's daughter, Winifred Allie Mary GOULTER, b 18 Jul 1875 
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55 Anthony Robert BROWNE 
56 Anthony BROWNE may have been misleading his mother-in-law for some reason. He and a Mr Keogh were 
running the Benambra Cheese and Butter Factory in 1897 but I can find no record of the factory burning. But it 
did undergo some business difficulties at that time. 
57 I'm guessing this was his salary - is it '25 pence per hour' or 20? 
58 Leah GOULTER, b 8 May 1893 
59 Laura Marion GOULTER (nee CURTIS) 
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60 One shilling and 10 pence 
61 Charles Edmund DAVIS, b 1827 


�		��������
��
���'��
�����
;�		�������
�
���

��
�������
,��������
������,�������

�
�
,�
��
����
�����
����	�
��	�

���
&����&������������������	���
���
��+��
���	�

	��
�
��?��
�	����
���
�;�		������
������&����		���,�
;�		������
���
�
��

���&�&���
:���
#
���������������
����&����

���&�&�������'������	�
������
�
����'�	��������
�
���
��
�4444�
;�

�����
�������	�������������
�		��
��
�����
������
�:�
�		���������
�����
���������
������������������
���
��

����������
�D�:����		�'�������
�	���
����
�
���
�@
����,
��:�<
���
������		���
���
�������
����&����'	��
��������������������������
������
���F�:�
�����������,�����4444����������
<�
��	����
�����������������
���
?��������������	���
�,���������	���
�����
���

���������	
���



�������� 	
 	
!����
����
��-���
�9�	��

�������� �
� �� ""�
�������������
������
� � :�������

�
�������
�
��
��������<���
����������
�������	�

���?�
&��
���,�����&��'�
������'��
�&����

���
+��
��
�
���	��
�����
���:�'���
���
�������
���'�,����
������	�	�������
:���������������&	��������
��
����
�������
������&��
���:
����&	����

�
�
�����
��	��<��
�
���,������,�����������
��
����?�������	,������:������
�
��
���
�,���
���	��
���
��
�
��������
�
���,��������@���������	���
�

��
�:������
��������
��
B���������
��������������������
��6���	��
�	���������
6D����
����
��
���
�
�����
'��
�-��
��	��
���&��������
��������
�,�
��������

����
�������������
��,�
������
��
�,����
�
��
���
�	��������	��
��
���
�������������
��
�������
��
�
�����
���	����,�������
�
����	�
���4444�
;�

����������

���
���&��
����
?�������
�
����
��
�,�������:��
���������
��
����-�
����
� )! �����

�
��
��
�
����<���
���������&	�
��
'�
�&����&������������
���,�����
�	�
��
��
��������	����
�����444�
:���&��
����
��������������
����
��&��
���,�������
�	���
������	,�
�<�
�
'��;�

����
�����'��<������
�����

��
<�
����������������&����		���,�������
H
�	����
���<������	��<��
��
���
��
�:�
���?�	�<�����
���
�����&��
������
���
������&&����&��
	���	������:����������	���
��

����
��������:�������������	,���
�������
�@��
	�� ��
�
������������
�
������������444�
:�������
����
���������������&�

�

                                                
62 In a different hand, a later annotation. 
63 Lydia (Lyddie)'s husband, William Ainsworth. 
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64 Thomas Anthony (Jack) BROWNE b 1888 
65 Clarice Kathleen BROWNE, b 1898 
66 Frederick William NICHOLSON - also part of a wealthy family, grandson of Laurence ROSTRON, the son 
of a wealthy Lancashire cotton manufacturer. 
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67 Charles Chapel DAVIS, died five years earlier in 1884 
68 From the Bible, Hebrews 11:4 
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69 Women's Christian Temperance Union 
70 "SNOW STORMS IN ENGLAND. 
                         LONDON, 20th March. 
Though spring is close at hand in England the severity of the winter is still felt. At Durham, in the north, 
yesterday, heavy snowfalls occurred, interfering with business and work, and reducing to compulsory idle ness 
some thousands of workmen." 
The Age, Wed 22 Mar 1899, page 5 
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71 Albert Comely GOULTER, son of Alfred and Annie 
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72 Rev. Alexander Steele, died 12 Feb 1922. 
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73 The three who landed in Melbourne in 1860 were Sarah, her husband Ezra and Sarah's brother in law, James 
WILLWAY - Lucy's husband. James died within a few weeks of arrival while Ezra had died in May 1899.  
74 From the hymn, "The Sands of Time Are Sinking" 
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75 Albert Comely GOULTER, son of Alfred and Annie 
76 Cuthbert Ezra GOULTER, son of Sarah and Ezra, born 15 Feb 1880 and died 12 Feb 1887 
77 Sarah Bessie May GOULTER, Sarah and Ezra's daughter who died 21 Dec 1889 aged 17. 
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78 Sarah Bessie Mary GOULTER, born 5 Feb 1872, died 21 Dec 1889. 
79 Making the date of Ezra's proposal 6 Feb 1859. Did he propose by letter before returning to Bath or had he 
already returned? 
80 Quoting from the Bible, Psalm 90:9 
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[From Lucy Willway to her sister, Sarah Goulter, this is apparently 
the returned letter referred to by Sarah in her August 23rd letter to 
Mercy, below. Probably the last letter from Lucy to Sarah, it was in 
the possession of Lucy's family along with Sarah's letters. Lucy died a 
little over two weeks after writing this.]  
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81 Noke - apparently Middle English origin of nook. 
82 Sarah also refers to 'West Ham' in her letter of Feb 21st 1911 
83 It seems Lucy has misremembered - this appears to be from the Book of Judges, not Joshua 
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84 Most likely Mary, the niece of Mrs DAVIS (maiden name Elizabeth FLEWELLING). Mary had married 
William John Britton in 1886. He died in 1888. 
85 Lucy's son Theophilus Charles WILLWAY, b 12 Feb 1860 
86 Lydia Lucy AINSWORTH (nee WILLWAY), Lucy's daughter b 8 Feb 1852 - known as Lyddie or Lyddy 
87 And Elizabeth Mary BAILLIE (nee WILLWAY), another daughter b 26 Mar 1856 
88 Lucy's daughter Mercy WILLWAY, b 8 Mar1858 
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89 Should be 'Flewelling', most likely the sister in law of Elizabeth Davis, Sarah FLEWELLING who became a 
widow, like her daughter Mary BRITTON, in 1888.  
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90 I assume these are Lucy's grandchildren, Norman John AINSWORTH, b 15 Jul 1894 
91 Winifred Mary Violet AINSWORTH, b 9 Aug 1888 
92 Bertram Willway AINSWORTH, b 22 Dec 1885 
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93 The daughter of Sarah's sister Lucy who had died five months earlier 
94 Mercy's siblings, Theophilus, Lydia, Elizabeth and William 

�



%�

��'�����
����
���8�
�� "3 �
A�'�������� �
� ��"���

�������������$�������
� � ��������������:�����
�
����������

�
�

������	�
��'�,����
��������
������������������

�����
��
�����+��
��
�
��������,�����������
��#��
�������������
�:��������������������
����
���
���
������'��
���������������&����44���
�:�
�����
�
�'��
��
��		���		�
�����������
������
�
����'��
������
���
���
���������������
��L�
�	��
�� ���
��
��
���������������:�����	�
���
��
���
��
��
�

����&
�������
�
�D��
��
��
����
��������,����&�� &	��

�	<�
�����	��
�
���������
��'�������'�
�
���
����
���	���;���	������������	�
�
��
�	<��'��
����
�
��������'��
���&���
���,�����,����������:��@&��
�
����<
���
��
�;�

�������
����
���
�
��������
�
�����,���
���	��
�
�
�����	���
��������L�
�	��
�
������
�����
��,�����	���	��
��������	����&��
����& ����
�������������
��
������:�������������&�
��
������:����	��
�
�	�<��
��'����
���
��:���
�
����
������
��
�O�?������:���<���		������
����	�
��
�����
���		 ��

���������
�������
�������
���
��:�<
�
�����
���		�
���
�	�
����
����,���,���������,�%���	��#��
���	���
�����:����
�
���	���	
������:����
�
����
�����'����������������������
�
�������?���
���
�����<��
�����������������
&	�����'�
����
�	�

	��

��
����

����
��
���
�
������
#
�
���F�
:�������	�

���,����;�		������
������?������������� ��
���	�����
�	�<�	�����
��
���
�@
����<��������
#
�<
 ����
�
����
�������	�����	��������:�������	�����	�
����
,���	�

����,�����
�	�
����
���	
������
����,������ ����
�
�
�����
����
��
��������:�����
	����	���
���	�

��� ��,�
���
�
�����������	�,
�444�/�����
����
����
�������,�&�� &	��
��������
�������+��
�
�����:�����,�������
���,�
��� �
��		�'������&&��

�����
����
�
����
��
�����'��
��� &����

���

��'���
����������������&�
�	�
������
�
���	�
����� �
�����		��'�
�
��������<�
���
������&	����

���		�
� 
�,�
��
�
�������
��	�������������
��������

�������	������ 
�
����
�����
��?���
���
�,����
�
����
��	������		�
�� ������<�

                                                
95  2 Canterbury Street 
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96 A Psalm Of Life - Poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
97 Presumably the sister of James William Cock WILLWAY, mentioned in Brian Wates' A History of The 
Ancestors of William John And Lydia Lucy Ainsworth as being born 1841 
98 James William Cock WILLWAY 
99 Lucy Hannah WILLWAY (nee DAVIS), Sarah's sister 
100 This sounds a bit risky though the details fit with James having a dyeworks on Walcot Terrace. 
101 James had tuberculosis and accompanied Ezra and Sarah to Victoria in the hope that the climate might 
improve his health but died only weeks after arriving while sailing to Brisbane via Sydney. 
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102 Appears to be 'Davies', though probably the  same person as the Mr Davis mentioned above. 
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103 Beechen Cliff - and there are still trees. I wonder if her initials tree is still there. 
104 Confirmed by the website, "Photographers of Great Britain and Ireland 1840 to 1940" 
http://www.cartedevisite.co.uk/ which shows a "Charles Ezra GOULTER" working as an employee of J G 
Newport, 35 Milsom Street 1859 
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105 Probably, Rev. John Paul Porter, "More Than Forty Years Pastor Of The First Baptist Church In Bath" - book 
by Philip Cater. 
106 Charles Edwin Seaman, Portrait and miniature painter (act.c.1831-1839), b 6 May 1797, Bath, d 8 Nov 1864, 
Kentucky, USA. Parents Abraham Seaman, 1773–1814 and Nancy Campling Davis, 1771–1860. Handicapped 
from birth, he is said to have worked with his toes as well as with his hands. 
107 Should be 'GARLICK'. 
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108 "But higher far my proud pretensions rise, The son of parents passed into the skies." - Poems of Home: I. 
About Children My Mother’s Picture - William Cowper (1731–1800) 
109 "not slothful in business; fervent in spirit, serving the Lord" - Romans 12:11 
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110 "Bessie married James BAILLIE, the pastor of the Manvers Street chapel, in 1880" - Ainsworth History, 
Brian Wates. Also "the Rev. James Baillie, Abergavenny, formerly of Cardiff, occupied the pulpit in the 
morning and evening", - Monmouth Guardian and Bargoed and Caerphilly Observer, 13 Nov, 1914 p.3 They 
were back in Bath by 1923 at 74 Shakespeare Ave. 
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