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PRESS RELEASE FOR OUENING OF KENT QOUNTY GUIDD HOUSF. . APRIL 26th 1957.

Pex Wood 1is Kent County Ci?l fuides centeonary year memorial to the
founder of the movement, Lord RBadsn-Fcwell, 1t will be opened by the
World Chief Guide, LQdy Baden~Powell, on fﬂ?day, géth Lpril, It is
Kentls first Guide housc and is si%“r%cd in the grounds of Rowhlll Grange,
Wilmington, Dartford, the home of lip, end ire., ¢. Leslie Wates,

History., Pax Wood was oviginally o otabls and coach house, During the war
1t was bombed and after war domegze repairs. carrled out in 1956 1t was
lent by Mr. G, Leslie Wates for uvse as the County Gulde ouse, :
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It's aodaptation for this purpose hag been in the hands of a committee
of Kont Guidors and work nov covercd by war damage payment has Decn paild

Voluntecer working parties of CGulders, Rangsrs and Guides have done
mich of the work of clearing the wrabnds and ﬁnlnt¢n5 and decorating the,
house under the directions of lrs, Heclen Grant, a 3romley Guider cnd
daughter of Mr, Wates.,

Furnishings and couilpmont have cither becen made by memvers of the
movement, given in kind or purchacsed tarough donatlons.

& book giving o complete lict of those who have donated has been
complicd and will be kept ot Pax Woodld,

In addition, over 1,000 Tharks Cortilficates will be scent out to
donors.
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Purposc., Fax Wood will be a centru Ter o wide range of Guide activities
a he year rounds

Brownics will use it
camps thore and foeeilirics
also take advantage of the

3, Guldes will hold indoor
‘Lned so thot disabled Guides can

It will also be available for Guider, Renger end Guide tra inings
and conferences from Company to County level end Renger and Cadet
Exploration weok-onds,

Visitors from the provinces and overscas will be able to stay thore
and 1t is hoped that when the housce 1s frec, 1t can be lect to Guides from
oubsidc the County.

Maintenance, Thosc using the héusge will contribute aecording to a scale
of charges to the runnlnb costs, Lach party will be responsible for
lcav1ng it clean and rcady for rc-occupatilon,

Bookings will bc hendled by Mrs, Grant, 21 Orchard Road, Bromley,
Kent, and generel maintonance will e ﬁvoor a d by the Housc Committcc.

Descrlption, Pax Wood has becen gilven thob nemc because the word

Pax ~- peace -~ has beon so closcly associated with Lord Baden-Powell's
life and works.
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Rooms in the housc have also beon given names assgocilcoted with
the 1life of the Fowider, Thoy arcl



tting Room, Pex Hill, Wamed after his home in Hampshiro.

Sun Parlour.,  Pax Tu, Hamed after the house at Nyori, Kenya,
where the Founder spent the Last threc veers of his life,

Guiders! Room,Ewhurst, Hamed after the houso on the Kent border
wvhere wrote "Girl Guiding'" and meny of his most important books,

Kitchen. ¥ynthurst, Nemod after the housce where he lived in 1917
and wherec he oooagd“ some of the importent plans for Cubs, Rovers etc,

Large Bedroom.frcadia, Hemed after the ship Arcedian in which he and. ~
Lady Baden-Powell first nct,

Small Bodroom. Impoesa, lMecans "ihe wolf that never sleceps? in Matabele
o st * . i ; - T e e A e - “ T i N T Tkt it sy e
Bathroom, Kantankye, Means "The men in the big hat" in Ashanti
Ceravan, Jam Roll, Named after the Rolls Royce car and caravan .

given to him by Scouts on the coming of age of the Scout movcement,

The ceravan, situated close to the housc, has béen given by lMrs,Gravina,
County Commonwealth and International réproscntative., It hqs been repalntced
and furnished by the Sevcnoaks Division, It will be uscd as an emergency
sick bay or extra sleeping accomodation for Gulders,

Adjoining Pax Wood are two camping sitcs, which can be used
independently or in connection with the house,

The oalt name board on the housc has Lcen carved by Miss Plerson
and the hanging slzn at the cnbrance was designed and exccuted by
Miss K, Lesic-Smith,

The urofOll on the gable was nmode by Miss U, Herzog, a Zurich Guider
—— ROV iripe-in- Bromley. : > ,

Cooking and watcr hecating is by elcebricity and the sitting room

has an open fire, Fortable clcotrlc convector heaters have becn
providcd for the obther rooms,

PROGRAMME FOR CHIER CGUIDE AT PAX WC0D, ON FRIDAY, APRIL, 26th,

Lady Baden-~Powell is due to arrive at the gate of Pax Wood at 6.30 p.m,
She will be met by District Commissioners., Accompanied by the County
Commission, Mre, L,M, Crosficld, she will walk through the Lowcr Camp
site where ncarly 2,000 Guides will be assembled, to the Upper Camp site.
Here she will rcceilve a grand howl of wclcowme from the Brownies.

At the door of Pax Wood she will be met by lirs, Grant, She will then be
conducted round the house by o Drownie and a Guide,

In each room she will find Guides and Brownles carrying out the
work of the house,
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by Mr. G, Alnsworth Vatces,
attend hecauvsce of illnoss,

deputising for his

i
I‘uI' »

for the use of Xent Girl Guides,.

house and the Rev, XK, Stuert

will give the blessing,

During her tour the story of Pax Wood will bo relayod over loud
akers for the benefit of those ocutside The housc.

As Lady Baden-Fowell enters Pox Tu (Sun Parlour) she will be met
father wno is unable o
Watcs will formally hand over the house
The Chief %Guide will than christen the

The Union Flag and the Guide World Flag willl be broken from the

flagstaffs on the lawn.
Land and Sca Rangers,

Following the singing of the Nationel Anthem, thanks will be
expressed by County Commisioner WMrs,

her talk,

. ~ 11l than leave Peax . ]
hor Way to tho Uppor Comp sitoc where Gu1des wil

Colour partics supplied by Dartford Division,

Ly¥, Crosficld and the Assistant
County Conmaissioner Miss Iiawthornc Barncd.

Bé asson

it the coravan on

Lady Baden=-Powell will afuﬂrwards be cntertained at Rowhill Grange

and Guides will take parh

in a q%up
isbr .LOh,

District Commissicner, Darnloy
Bexleyheath will line tho route bt her arrival,

camp fire led by 1
Secouls

Miss M.R.3torr,
from Dartford and

The House Committec compriscs: The Hon. Marjowﬁo A, Campbell (chairman)

Mrs. M.E. Crosficld, Mrs, J. Grant,
Miss B, I'Anson Jones, Miss Marjorie C. Lack, Mrs.

Mise H.J,

Miss M.B., Searle, Mrs, 5,8, Simmons, Miss M,R. Storr.

Murrlson, ¥Miss U, Herzog,
Macpherson, Mrs. Notley,

Owing to 1llncss the Eousc Committee Chairman, Miss Campbell,
wag uneble to attend, Those present includoed:

Mrs, Emsrson Dédriclk

Mr, and Mrs, G. L.Wates,

Hr, J,Y. Grant,

Sir Edward Bligh
¥ajor D, Lipscombe
Miss E, Lipscombe
Mrs, W, Gordon
Miss VWhitehead
Hr, and Mrs. W.
Mrs, C.M, Hawkins,
Nrs. Davey '
¥iss Batbiscombe,
Mr, E,S,Simmons
Mr, Catton

Miss Christile

Mr, and Mrs, F,C. Braby
Mathers
K. Stuars

Rev, and Mrs,
Rev, and Mrs.
Rev, Bernard Hall
Lady Alexandeyp
Mrs, Beer

Mrs, E, Donne

Fhitehouse

Mrs, BE,C, Low

Mrs, F, Channon
_Mrs, G,J. Buckingham
Miss Hawker

Miss Dickinson

Mr, I,C.Simmons

Mr., A.E,Rex,

Mr, S.J.Higham

Mr and Mrs, A, Talbob
lirs, Massey

Mrs, Tatham

Mrs, Gunn

Mrs, E, Waterman
Lady Tallents

Mrs, G.W. Chancellor
Mrs, J.K., Waistell
Miss Strickland

Mrs. Scott

Mrs, Parrin

Mrs., B.,F.Kirby

Rev, P,C., Collins

Mr and Mrs. Lynn
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The Pax Wood Story, astold to the Guides and Brownics at the
openang by The Chicl (rulde April 20%th IU57,

The true story of Pax Weod began many years ogo, long before any of you

werc bornig it was a stable then but no horscs lived in it and no hay lay
in the hay loft for it hed heen cupby o long long time and was a dreary

tumbledown placo. :

To this tumbledown stable came 2 rather tumbledown Brownle Pack, the
Pack could not help being tumblecdown horause the Brownics werc all very,
very pocor, their unifroms worc 2ld and foded and many of them had ncver
scen the country before; bub they wore BEAL Brownics, they all had bright
smiles and were quite dotermined to wmnke the best of everything. :

There were no beds, but only strew palliasses to sleep on and
nowhcre to sit cxcept the floor of the dark dingy stables; no kitchen and
! aTHe Frresrtterof-al this  dlscomPsiE bire-deewedeiweniovod-overy
moment of their holiday and returned home full of fresh air and happy
memories,

Now, as you all know, a Gulde or brownic lecaves nothing behind except
her thanks, but these Brownies DID lecave somcthing bchind and 1t stayed in
the cld stable for years and years and years, The war camc and bombs made
the stable oven more tumbledown than ever; ivy grew - its long trailing
stems reached right up to the chimney and covercd the bullding like a green
cloak -~ bramblcs, ncttles, thistles and o%her wecds all helped to blot it
outs dead leaves lay in nilces blowa in through the open door, now off its
hinges, it was indccd a dismal sight, It rominded onc of the Castle of the
Sleeping Beauty, wherc the Princcss and ner courtiers lay sleceping for a
hundred ycars,

But what had happoned to that “womething” the Brownies left behind?
Could it still be there after all tioosce yoara?

Now =~ if it had not beoer therce. YOU wonild not be herc today and there
would be no Pox Wood, for It wag Uhe Spirit of Guiding thabt was left

wm——bohrhrd; the spirit which gives fun and friondship; happiness and T
helpfulness, entorprisec and B.P's speeial word “stickability"., This spirit
still lies slecping in the stable = now a housc - walting to be awoken,

Many changes have taken placc since the carly days, many people have
been busy, young and old have chopped and pulled at the ivy, rooted up the
brambles and nettles, tc free what was left of the building; Architects,
bricklayers, carpentcrs, plumbers, clectricians and many others have
trensformed the old ruin into & rcal housc, Guides, Rangers, Cadcts and
Guiders have comec with paint and brushes to beautify the house and spades
end forks to dig and plant the garden, Vhen at last all was rcady, the
curtains, furniture and other equdpment, largely given by you, werc put
into place and ncw once agein the house is ready for the Spirit of Guidings
but how shall we waken it when 2ll the hammering of the builders did not,
nor the singing and shouting of the working partics$ Surely in this great
year when we ceclebrate the centenary of the birth of our Founder,

Lord Baden=Powell, the slceping spirit must awakc,

There 1s a Brownle and a Guide here by the housc who have been peeping
in through a chink in the drawn curtaoins, they tell me that inside are
Guldes and Brownies all sleeping &t their work end play, just like the
Courticrs of the Slecping Beauty; as you all know, these were woken by the
Prince; it is no Imaginery Prince who comes today to the House in the wood
but a rcal live and much loved Chief Guide whoso whole hearted love of
Guiding is stronger than any moagic spell. Ve know that when she enters the
House, the power of her preosence will walic the sleeping occupants from their
deep slcep and then with her infectious enthusiasm and your help, the Spirit
of Guiding will once more take posscssion of Kenb's own Guide House and. it
is up to us all to scc that it ncver sloeps again in PAX WOOD.
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